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SERMON I. 
TEE WARNING OF ADVENT. 

i 

(Advent.) 

St. Matt. xxiv. 44. page 

" Be ye also ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of Man cometh." 1 

SERMON II. 

SOME OF TEE LE880N8 OF CHRISTMAS. 

(Christmas.) 

St. Matt. xxi. 37. 

" Last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, they will reverence 
my son." 12 

SERMON III. 

TEE VALUE OF LIFE. 

(New Year.) 

Isaiah xxxviii. 18, 19. 

* The grave cannot praise Thee : Death cannot celebrate Thee: 
the living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day." 23 
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viii. 

SERMON IV. 

EXALING OF TEB CENTURION'S SERVANT. 

(Third Sunday after the Epiphanv.) 

St. Matt. vxii. 13. pagb 

•'And Jesus said unto the Centurion, Go thy way, and as thou 
hast believed so be it done unto thee." 33 

SERMON V. 

THE TARES IN TEE FIELD. 

(Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany.) 

St. Matt, xiil 30. 
"Let both grow together until the harvest" 43 

SERMON VI. 

JACOB'S LADDER. 

(Lent.) 

Gen. xivm. 12. 

" And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set upon the earth, and 
the top of it reached unto heaven : and behold the Angels of God 
ascending and descending on it.' 1 53 

SERMON VII. 

TEB EVERLASTING SON OF TEE FATEER. 

(Lent.) 

St. John vih. 58. 

•• Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, Before 
Abraham was I am." 02 



ix. 

SERMON VIII. 

JUDAS ISCARIOT, OR THE BETRAYAL. 
(Lent.) 
St. John vi. 70, 71. page 

" Jesus answered them, Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of 
you is a devil ? He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon, for he 
it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve." 74 

SERMON IX. 

THE BURIAL OF THE LORD JE8US CHRIST. 

(Good Friday.) 

St. John xix. 41, 42. 

" Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden ; 
and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
There laid they Jesus." 84 

SERMON X. 

THE LORD'S VICTORY. 

(Easter Day.) 

Psalm cxvin. 24. 

* This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and 
be glad in it." 9a 

SERMON XI. 
MOSES SMITES THE ROCK. 
(Second Sunday after Easter.) 

Num. xx. 16, n. 

" Hear now ye rebels, must we fetch you water out of the rock ? 
and Moses lifted up his hand and smote the rock twice." 

And Psalm cvi. 32, 33. 

"They angered Him also at the waters of strife : so that he 
punished Moses for their sakes : because they provoked his spirit : 
so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips." zoo 



SERMON XII. 

BALAAM. 

(Third Sunday after Easter.) 

Num. xxn. 18. page 

rt If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold. I can- 
not go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more." 109 

SERMON XIII. 

RUTH, THE MOABITESS. 

Book of Ruth ii. 17. 

" So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she 
had gleaned : and it was about an ephah of barley." 119 

SERMON XIV. 

THE CHILDHOOD OF SAMUEL. 

1 Sam. 11. ai. 

44 And the child Samuel grew before the Lord." 

Also 1 Sam. 11. 36. 

14 And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the 
Lord, and also with men." 130 

SERMON XV. 

JONATHAN, THE TRUE FZIEXD. 

a Sam. i. 26. 

*' I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : very pleasant 
hast thou been unto me : thy love to me was wonderful, passing the 
love of women." 13 o 



SERMON XVI. 
DAVID'S SIN IN THE NUMBERING OF TEE PEOPLE 

I CHRON. XXI. 13. FAf.l 

" And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait : let me fall 
now into the hand of the Lord, for very great are his mercies ; but 
let me not fall into the hand of man." 150 



SERMON XVII. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Psalm xliii. 3. 

"O send out Thy light and Thy truth, that they may lead me ; 
and bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy dwelling.' 1 15* 



SERMON XVIII. 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, 

Acts ii. 41, 42. 

" Then they that gladly received his word were baptized : and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 
And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellow- 
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer." 166 



SERMON XIX. 

THE NINETY-FIFTH PSALM. 

Psalm xcv. 6. 

" O come, let us worship, and fall down, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker." 176 



SERMON XX. 

NAAMAN, OR BAPTISM. 

2 Kings v. 13. pagk 

" And his servants came near and spake unto him : and said, my 
father, if the Prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it ? How much rather then when he saith to thee, 
wash, and be clean?" 

Also 2 Kings v. i. 

" But he was a leper. ,, 186 

SERMON XXI. 

COMING TOGETHER TO SEAR THE WORD OF GOD. 

Acts xiii. 44. 

" And the next Sabbath came almost the whole city together to 
hear the Word of God." 195 



SERMON I. 



THE WARNING OF ADVENT. 
(ftobntt.) 



St. Matt. xxiv. 44, 



" Be ye also ready ; for in suth an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh." 

This is the warning— the especial warning of Advent, 
Not the warning of Advent Sunday only, but of all 
the Sundays — the whole Season of Advent. Each 
year as the season comes round, we who are minis- 
ters of the Word, and messengers of Christ, take 
up again the Lord's solemn charge, and address it 
to our hearers, " Be ye also ready, for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh." Yes ! 
this is our message to live as men who wait for their 
Lord, in one word, to set ourselves to be ready ; 

A 
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and for this reason ; because of the uncertainty of 
the day and hour of His arrival— the uncertainty, 
and yet the certainty— for about this there ought to 
be no doubt, that He will come : but of the day and 
the hour knoweth no man ; all we are told for our 
warning is that His coming will take the world by 
surprise, " At such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of Man cometh." 

And it is this uncertainty as to the exact time that 
has been turned by some into an excuse for negli- 
gence — nay, which has been used as an argument 
against His coming at all. In all ages, ever since 
the days of the Apostles and first preachers of the 
Gospel, there have been scoffers who have mocked 
at the idea of Christ's return. " Where," they have 
asked, " is the promise of His coming ? for since the 
fathers fell asleep all things do continue as they 
were." Because Christ did not at once come back ; 
because His Kingdom did not immediately appear, 
both those who loved and those who hated Him, 
both friends and foes, jumped to the conclusion that 
He would not come at all. That delay, that tarry- 
ing of the Lord, need be no stumbling block to* us. 
We know the reason of it — we know how St. Peter 
met the doubts and misgivings of the timid, half- 
hearted believer, and silenced the mockers of his 
day — " One day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day." The Lord 
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is not slack concerning His promise, as some men 
count slackness: but is long-suffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance — and he goes on to say, 
almost in the very words of his Master, " But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night." 
And so does St. Paul speak in i Thessalonians, 
" Of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have 
no need that I write unto you : for yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief 
in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall 
not escape." 

He will come — no one doubts it — " We believe 
that thou shalt come to be our Judge." He will 
come, and come suddenly — " As it was in the days 
of Noe, so shall it be in the days of the Son of Man. 
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage," all the usual routine of 
man's existence went on, " until the day when Noe 
entered into the ark ; and the flood came, and des- 
troyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of Man is revealed." 

So far of the suddenness of Christ's Second 
Coming. It is spoken of in divers passages as an 
event that will take the world unawares— come when 
men are not expecting it — when they are immersed 



Cf)e SKarmng of Sfobmt. 



in the cares, and pleasures, and business of life — in 
such an hour as they think not. 

But why need we speculate as to the precise hour 
of that Advent ? Why need we be disturbed — 
shaken in mind — because the time is long ? because 
the Lord delayeth to come ? 

" To every man upon this earth 
Death cometh soon or late." 

Death is to each of us the time of the Lord's coming. 
Death closes our day of probation — Death puts a 
stop to preparation — Death seals our eternal destiny 
— as the tree falls so it lies — as we die so shall we 
rise in the Judgment, fit or not fit, ready or not 
ready, to meet the Lord. 

And how near, how very near at all times, is 
death ! How short and fleeting is our time in this 
world ! How limited at the longest is our existence ! 
and short as it is, we cannot be sure that we shall 
reach that limit : we cannot be sure that we shall 
live out all, or even half, nay, even a quarter, of the 
days of the years of the life of man. Not for every- 
one is there appointed that gradual process of ripen- 
ing power by which we draw nigh the grave. 
Sometimes, one by one the several strings that 
make up " the silver cord" are gently and imper- 
ceptibly untwined ; sometimes the breaking of that 
cord cometh suddenly in an instant ; sometimes it 
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is by wasting sickness, fretting the body to decay, 
lasting through months, even through years, that 
the soul finds its release ; sometimes with no suffer- 
ings at all ; without any of the accustomed admon- 
ishments — any indication that the end is near, with 
no visit from the physician, no sitting by our bed 
of the watchful nurse, no fond leave taking, no last 
words, but in the midst of busy life, with eye un- 
dimmed, with natural force unabated, we are called 
away. Aye, and sometimes — what seems saddest 
of all to those who are left behind — so God orders 
it — we see those summoned who are yet in " the 
morn and liquid dew of opening youth." As is often 
the case in the world of nature — " In the morning 
it is green and groweth up, in the evening it is cut 
down, dried up, and withered." We do not then 
preach empty words, however familiar they may be 
to you — We preach words that you and Christian 
hearers will do well to lay to heart when we say to 
you in this Advent season, and not in Advent only, 
what our Church commands us to say — Be ye also 
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of Man cometh. 

And what is it to be ready? In what consists 
the preparation for Christ's coming ? for death, for 
Judgment ? which all here will allow ought now to be 
made. 

i. We must be rooted and grounded in religious 
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faith. We must have a strong grasp upon the 
Righteousness of our Saviour Christ, we must be 
joined to Him by a lively faith, we must have 
wrought in us a settled conviction of His Power to 
us-ward. 

" Thou canst save and Thou alone. " 

He is not ready, dear brethren, for the awful hour 
of death and judgment, who is yet in search of an 
anchor for his soul ; who has yet to learn the princi- 
ples of the doctrine of Christ. He is not ready who 
is debating in his mind whether Christ be the Son 
of God, or only the Son of Man — he is not ready 
who has not settled in his innermost heart that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the promised Saviour, and 
that there is salvation in none other, that His is the 
only name given unto men whereby we must be 
saved. 

He is ready, who if Christ were to come to night 
would hail him in that Name, welcome Him as the 
Saviour. " Lo ! this is my God ; I have waited for 
Him, and He will save me. This is the Lord ; I 
have waited for Him, I will be glad, and rejoice in 
His salvation !" Again : to be ready implies that we 
have been vigilant in fulfilling the Lord's will — " The 
Son of man," says our Lord, " is as a man taking 
a far journey ; who left his house, and gave authority 
to his servants, and to every man his work." 



Cftt SBarmttg of fltobntf. 



" To every man his work." We have then, each 
one of us here, a work to do in this world — a work 
which Christ has set us, and what is it ? Why for 
most of us it is "to labour truly to get our own 
living, and to do our duty in that state of life " to 
which God has called us. Our work — God's ordained 
work for us is that which lies at our feet — the daily 
task we have to do, be it farm work or work in a 
shop, work in the house or lawyer's work, or doctor's 
work, work in a school or clergymen's work, — the 
work of the ministry, that is our appointed field of 
"service; that is our sphere for doing our duty 
towards God, and towards men. We need not look 
out for other fields, we need not cast about for what 
are called (often miscalled) larger spheres of useful- 
ness. There close in front of us, is for each, his 
best opportunity of acceptable service — such a service 
as the Lord will approve. Let a man labour diligently 
in his calling ; let him put his heart into his daily 
task, be it the commonest, and apparently least 
interesting task ; let him work at it with a will, as 
doing it under God's eye, not as mere pleasure, but 
as the servant of Jesus Christ, and he may rest 
assured that his labours will not be in vain in the 
Lord. The Master will not pass him by unnoticed 
on the day of his return. For such honest God- 
fearing workers, he has in store the great words of 
approval, " Well done, good and faithful servant, 
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thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." 

Again, to be ready for Christ, to be in any sort 
prepared for His coming we must have fought and 
conquered our besetting sin — the evil to which we 
are most inclined ; the bad habit we have contracted ; 
the lust in which we may have indulged. That soul 
is altogether unfit to meet its Lord, that is living in 
any known wilful sin. In vain is it for such an one 
to say that he loves Christ, and trusts in Christ, 
and hopes to be with Christ in His kingdom. The 
Lord will utterly reject him. " I know thee not, 
depart from me thou worker of iniquity. Not he 
that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of 
my Father, which is in Heaven." O ! my brethren, 
let no man deceive you, and deceive not your own 
selves : he that sinneth and continueth in sin is in a 
most perilous position. 

Use (if you will let me say it) use this Advent 
season with especial view to finding out, lamenting 
and forsaking your bosom sin. Read the list — the 
sad list of the works of the flesh in St. Paul's 
Epistles to the Colossians and the Ephesians, which 
exclude a man from Heaven. Compare what is 
written with what you know of your own selves, and 
tf your conscience condemns you, be afraid. True, 
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there is no limit to God's mercy. True, that who- 
soever confesses, and forsakes his sin, shall find that 
mercy ; but it is not easy, it is not safe to trifle with 
the long suffering of God; the day of grace may 
close while you are yet in your sin — almost but not 
quite persuaded to be a Christian. Now, now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of Salvation. The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand, let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light. Let us walk honestly as in the 
day ; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chamber- 
ing and wantonness, not in strife and envying, " but 
put ye on " (and this involves all the rest, and sums 
up the Apostle's exhortation) "the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh to fulfil 
the lusts thereof." 

And once again, when I speak of readiness for 
Christ, I must not omit that which is of the very 
essence of Christian preparation, the having in us 
the mind that was in Him : some portion of his own 
blessed spirit, the spirit of brotherly kindness, and 
of charity. Nothing will make up for lack of these. 
A decent life, and a religious life, what is it if charity 
be away ? " All our doings," says the well known 
collect, "without charity, are nothing worth. Charity 
is the bond of peace, and of all virtues, without which 
whosoever liveth is counted dead before God. The 
rich, respectable, well-living, but uncharitable man, 
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who has increased his store year by year, and yet 
not parted with it in any fit degree to relieve misery* 
who has thought it a weakness to give — that man, 
if he be a Christian, if he acknowledge Christ's 
word as the truth of God, may well quake as he 
reads the lines in which the Lord declares that His 
judgment will be given, " I was an hungered and ye 
gave me no meat, I was thirsty and ye gave me no 
drink, I was a stranger, and ye took me not in, 
naked, and ye clothed me not, sick, and in prison, 
and ye visited me not. Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it 
not to me : and these shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment, but the righteous " (and by the 
righteous we must understand the charitable — those 
who administered to their brother's needs) "the 
righteous shall gp away into life everlasting." 

Such as it seems to me, much pondering the 
Scriptures selected for Advent, is the preparation for 
Death and Judgment to which we are now called 
by our Church. Such is that condition of readiness 
to which the text invites us, Be ye also ready, for at 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh. It may be summed up in a very few 
words. What is required of us is " to have a lively 
faith in God's mercy through Christ ;" to labour dili- 
gently in our calling; to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts ; to master our besetting sin ; to have 
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fervent charity amongst ourselves, charity that shall 
not stand in kind words and kind judgments only, 
but shall be helpful, active, ready to give; shall 
carry us to the homes of the poor, make us to be the 
friends of the friendless; bearers, in this world 
of many sorrows, of our brother's burden. Oh! 
that God would make us all to lead this, the 
true Christian life, that He would send the spirit of 
His Son more and more into our hearts ; for then 
we should be — each in his station— as men who 
wait for our Lord, who are ready at any moment 
for his appearing, no matter at what hour ; " whether 
at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the 
morning." The cry, " Behold the bridegroom 
cometh," would not strike upon unprepared hearts. 
There would be no desire to put Him off ; no saying, 
but spare me a little that I may set my house in 
order. Living the life I have sketched, we should 
be always ready, nay, even glad, to depart and to be 
with Him. Even like her whose praise is in the 
Gospel, the chooser of the " good part," who when 
it was told her " the Master is come, and calleth for 
thee," as soon as she heard it, arose quickly and 
came unto Him. 
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SOME OF THE LESSONS OF CHRISTMAS. 
(C&ruftma*.) 



St. Matt. xxi. 37. 

" Last of all he lent unto them hit son, saying, they will reverence 
my son." 

Again to-day we meet in the Church to celebrate the 
return of our Lord's birthday — His birthday into 
this earth — for the Lord Jesus Christ did not begin 
His life to-day; He existed from everlasting: He 
was with God in Heaven, or ever the earth and the 
world was made. But to-day He entered into our 
human lot, to-day He was made flesh, and dwelt 
among men, Emanuel— God with us. 

We keep the day as our great holiday, the most 
joyous festival of the year, and in the services of our 
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Church we have the expressions of that joy. They 
are full, you will have noticed, of gladness and 
triumph. Thus for example, what a note is that 
which sounds through the lessons from Isaiah, " The 
people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light, and they that dwell in the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined." "Thou hast 
broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of 
Midian." " Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given, and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace." 

And again, what joyous words are there concerning 
Jesus Christ and His coming, which we read in the 
Psalms selected for this day. " Thou art fairer than 
the children of men, full of grace are Thy lips, 
because God hath blessed Thee for ever ; " and again 
in the 85th Psalm, " Lord, Thou art become gracious 
unto Thy land : Thou hast turned away the captivity 
of Jacob : Thou hast forgiven the offence of Thy 
people, and covered all their sins." " Mercy and 
truth are met together : righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other." And then in the lesson for 
the evening, in. Titus, we are told of the kind- 
ness and love of God our Saviour ; how by " His 
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which is shed on 
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us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour." 

Indeed, it is the same all through : every part of 
our Christmas Service and Christmas Hymns are 
full of joy and gladness, which ought now to be in 
all our hearts, because of the event we celebrate, the 
birth of Jesus Christ into the world. That is the 
note which rings all through the Lesson, Psalms, 
Epistle and Gospel : And that is the note which is 
taken up and reached in our Christmas Hymn ; 

" Hark! the herald Angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the Angelic host proclaim, 
* Christ is born in Bethlehem, ' " 

Let me in what I shall say fix these joyous tidings 
in your hearts. And for this end let us now in spirit 
go to Bethlehem, " O come ye to Bethlehem," that 
is the spot to which our thoughts are guided, that is 
the source of this day's rejoicing. 

So it was with those country folk, those Jewish 
Shepherds, on the first Christmas morning : They 
had greatly been lifted up in heart by the Angel song, 
the sweet music of that Heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the Highest, on 
earth peace, good-will towards men, had reached 
them with its enchanting strain. But it was gone, 



£ome of tfte Itiioni of Cfrftftntfl*. 15 

gone from whence it had come, right up to heaven, 
and " died amongst the stars." Losing that carol, 
they said one to another, " Let us now go to Beth- 
lehem and see this thing which has come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known to us. And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and 
the Babe lying in a manger. And when they had 
seen it," they "returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had seen and heard as it 
was told them." And this, I think, we may take as 
a pattern for ourselves on this Christmas Day. We 
too have heard the Angels' song ; we have listened 
to the joyous words with which our service is filled. 
The sound has hardly died upon our ears, but ere 
the day close it will have left us. Let us then, 
while the echoes are still fresh, turn our steps to 
Bethlehem, and let us look for a little while at the 
Divine Child, whom we find lying there, watched 
over by His Virgin Mother, and let us go back and 
give God praise for that which is told us concerning 
this Child. In other words let us consider what 
are for us, the Lessons of Christmas Day, what are 
some of the chief points of instruction which the 
return of this happy day should teach and enforce. 

First of all it witnesses to the exceeding love of 
God. Let us ask ourselves, who is this ? What has 
He to do with us? What are the lessons of His 
birth into the world ? 



16 Jkonu of tf)e £e**on* of Cfyrfotmarf. 

And ,/irs*, who is this, this Child at whose birth 
the Heavenly Host chanted their divine strain ? He 
is like no other child, He is the Child that has been 
long expected, for whom the race of man yearned ; 
He is Jesus, the Saviour, the Son of God ! Lovely 
as are the outward signs about Him, humble the 
place in which He lies, poor the people and poor 
the village, yet does He come of a great Ancestry, 
He is that Divine Wisdom that was with God from 
everlasting, in whom God delighted, by whom He 
made the worlds : He is the only begotton Son of. 
the Father. " God," (in the grand words of this 
day's Epistle) " who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the Prophets, and 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, 
whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also He made the worlds," " the brightness of His 
glory," " the express image of His person." 

That is He on whom we look in His cradle manger 
to-day; Jesus, Son of this most high God, the 
promised Deliverer, the Saviour that should come 
into the world, Christ the Lord I Oh, when we 
think of it, how should we bend our heads, how 
should we say, " Worthy art Thou to receive glory 
and honour." "Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord." And what does His coming 
teach ? What are the other lessons of Christmas 
Day ? They teach us how great is the love of God 
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towards us. God, (the words I fear are partly lost 
upon us from the old familiarity with them) " God 
gave His only begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." Yet the love, the exceeding love of God, is 
the foremost thought for us to dwell upon to-day. 
What are we that God should send to us His Son, 
His only begotten son ! " What is man that Thou 
visitest him ? " 

Man has done nothing but provoke God. Man 
has broken God's holy laws. Man has been in 
rebellion against God ever since the fall. Man has 
forsaken God, forsaken the one true God, and made 
for himself gods instead : gods of wood and stone, 
and deaf, and dumb, and blind idols, that could 
neither hear, nor see, nor walk, and this is how God 
repays him ; He sends His only begotten Son that 
man may not perish, that man may see the light, 
and walk in the light, and so come back from his 
error, and be once again a child of God and an 
inheritor of heaven. 

Nothing less than this is the result of Christ's 
coming. Shall we not thus praise God for His 
goodness? Shall we not on this day express our 
heart's gratitude in the best way we can ? Shall not 
our song, and our talking be of the loving kindness 
of the Lord ? 

Again, note this also, as one of the lessons of 

B 



1 8 Jkome of tf)e Se**on* of Cfcrfotma*. 

Christmas Day. The child that was born in 
Bethlehem, lived, and grew up ; He passed through 
infancy, and boyhood, and entered upon the con- 
dition of perfect manhood. His life was manifested 
— we see it on this day in the pages of the New 
Testament— -the life of goodness, the life of piety, 
the life of purity, the life of Him who did spend and 
was spent for others, who gave His life, a ransom 
for others, that gracious life, that human life, begun 
as on this day, it all followed from what happened 
on this day, and when, as now, we look upon the 
young babe, and recall all that He was in after years, 
His still, quiet, docile childhood, in the home at 
Nazareth, where He was subject to His parents; 
His boyhood, when at twelve years old He went up 
with Joseph and Mary to Jerusalem, where He 
was found in the temple, hearing and asking 
questions; His manhood, what He taught, what 
He wrought, what He suffered after He reached the 
thirty years of life. All the life of Christ is before 
us as we gaze on that divine child, and for what 
should that life serve ? Why for our example. God 
gave us His Son — always bear this in mind — to 
be both a sacrifice for sin, and also for an example 
of a godly life, such a life as is pleasing in His sight, 
such a life as each one of us is bound to lead, be 
we the youngest hei e, a mere child, be we grown-up 
men or women, we have all of us our Saviour Jesus 
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Christ as a pattern, He goes before us in the way; as a 
child He was dutiful and obedient, as a man He 
was pure and patient and forbearing, and full of 
active goodness. We are His disciples when we 
follow in His steps ; not when we call Him Lord, 
Lord, but when we do what He says, act as He did, 
give up our own ease and pleasure to be of use to 
our brethren, be as He was, fall of mercy and good 
fruits, seek as He sought God's glory, and care as 
He cared, not for the praise of men, but for the 
praise of God, forgive as He forgave His murderers, 
Bless, and curse not. 

This is the imitation of Christ, which is the best 
form of Christ's religion. Think of it brethren to- 
day ; think how from that little infant form, all 
things lovely, and pure, and of good report, all grace, 
all virtue, were in due course developed, and all for 
our learning. O! pray on Christmas Day, and 
pray every day of your lives, that you be' con- 
formed to the likeness of your Lord ; that in your 
words, in your actions, in yoar whole behaviour, you 
may shew that (as far as you are concerned) not in 

vain has the Son of God come ; that a« 11- 

, . .. . ' ^ t *» «c was. so 

are you in a degree in this world. 

thu »Ne*edat Bethlehem 
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Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger." Others we 
may imagine were present there, the near kinsmen 
Zacharia, Elizabeth, and the infant John the Baptist 
— The Holy Family — and now throughout Christen- 
dom, on this day, wherever it is possible, families 
delight to come together. Christmas Day is looked 
forward to as the day that brings them once more to 
the family fireside, and joins them once more in that 
most holy bond, the bond of home. 

So may it ever be ! Family life and family joys 
derive sacredness from Christmas. It is good, most 
good for all, that those who at other times are parted, 
necessarily parted, should meet together and talk 
over old times, and strengthen old affections, and 
cheer one another, and rejoice together in the Lord. 
If on this day our means afford it, it is fit and well 
that we should fare better than on other days. For 
He whom we hail was no enemy to social joys. 
Perfectly human in His wide sympathy, He partook 
of the rich man's feast, and even on one memorable 
occasion added to the gladness of it. Parents, 
children, brothers, it is good still for us all to be 
together at Christmas, nor do I say a word against 
our enjoying ourselves as means and opportunities 
afford ; but let us remember there are thousands, 
aye ! even in happy England, who have no home, no 
family fireside round which to gather ; let us think of 
these — the poor and destitute of our brethren— and so 
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far as we can let us extend to them the joys of Christ- 
mas, and by giving of our store, giving gladly, giving 
ungrudgingly, seek to bring home to their hearts a 
recollection of what happened to-day, and join them 
with ourselves in praising and blessing God for His 
goodness, in that He gave His dear Son, Jesus Christ 
to be born as at this time for us, and that without spot 
of sin, to make us clear from all sin ; to be unto 
us the interpreter of His Fatherly mind, the bringer 
of peace from heaven, " Peace and goodwill towards 
men." To make us, as many as will receive Him, 
ourselves also sons of God, as many as believe on 
His name. In the words of Nehemiah I would say 
to you — " Go your way, eat the fat and drink the 
sweet, and send portions to them for whom nothing 
is prepared, for the day is holy unto the Lord : 
neither be sorry, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength," 



SEKMON III. 



THE VALUE OF LIFE, 
(fitto fear.) 

ISAIAX XXXVIII. l8, 19. 

" The grave cannot praise Thee : Death cannot celebrate Thee : The 
living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day." 

These words form part of the writing of Hezekiah, 
King of Judah, when he had been sick and was re- 
covered of his sickness. The whole thanksgiving 
prayer of Hezekiah is very beautiful : and particu- 
larly fit for our meditation at this moment, when by 
the mercy of God, we stand alive and well at the 
beginning of a New Year. Let us consider it well — 
and first, let me recall to you who Hezekiah was. 
He was one of the few good Kings of Judah — " He 
did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
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according to all that his father David did. He re- 
moved the high places, and cast down the groves, 
(places in which the revolted Israelites performed 
idolatrous rites), and he brake in pieces the brazen 
serpent that Moses had made : for the children of 
Israel did burn incense unto it, and he called it 
Nehushtan (serpent of brass). He trusted in the 
Lord God of Israel : so that after him was none 
like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that 
were before him. For he clave to the Lord, and 
departed not from Him: but kept His command- 
ments, as the Lord commanded Moses. And the 
Lord was with him, and prospered him whithersoever 
he went forth." 

Such is the account we have in the Bible of King 
Hezekiah — he was a good king, a religious king, 
a zealous purifier of religion, one who trusted in 
God with all his heart, and walked faithfully in the 
way of His commandments. 

And it came to pass that Hezekiah was visited 
with sickness, and that of a dangerous kind. He 
was told by God's Messenger, the prophet Isaiah, 
that he should not recover: and bid prepare for 
his end — " Thus saith the Lord ; Set thine house in 
order, for thou shalt die, and not live." 

And mark what Hezekiah did in this extremity — 
" He turned his face toward the wall." " He turned 
his face toward the wall," to be out of observation, 
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to be alone with God, and prayed unto the Lord : 
" Moreover," — we are told in short how earnestly he 
prayed — " Moreover, he wept sore." 

Nor did he pray in vain. No earnest heartfelt 
prayer is ever in vain. God lent a willing ear to 
Hezekiah. The same Messenger, Isaiah, who had 
warned him to prepare for death, is now sent with a 
message of comfort — " I have seen thy tears, I have 
heard thy prayer : behold I will add unto thy days 
fifteen years." 

At the same time,' God gave Hezekiah a miracu- 
lous sign that the promise should be kept : He 
brought back the shadow of the sun ten degrees 
backward on the dial erected by King Ahab. 

Thus assured of his recovery, King Hezekiah gave 
utterance to his feelings in a song of praise and 
thanksgiving — "the Writing," as it is called, "of 
Hezekiah, King of Judah, when he had been sick, 
and was recovered of his sickness." In a strain of 
deep tenderness he speaks of his condition : when 
he lay upon his bed expecting to die. " I said, in 
the cutting off of my days I shall go to the gates of 
the grave : I am deprived of the residue of my years. 
I said, I shall not see the Lord again in the land of 
the living: I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world. Mine age is departed 
from me as a shepherd's tent : I have cut off like a 
weaver my life : He will cut me off with pining 
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sickness : from day even to night wilt Thou make an 
end of me. O Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for 
me." And then the strain changes : and we have a 
burst of joyous acknowledgment — "What shall I 
say ? He hath both spoken unto me, and Himself 
hath done it : I shall go softly all my years." He 
feels that for such mercies public thanksgiving is 
due. And this he will pay. He will go into the 
Courts of the Lord's House : and there in the pre- 
sence of His people, he will render praise unto the 
God of His life. "The Lord"— these are the con- 
cluding words of his song — " The Lord was ready 
to save me, therefore we will sing my songs to the 
stringed instruments all the days of our life in the 
House of the Lord." 

And here let me pause, and notice the lessons 
there are for us in the conduct of good King Heze- 
kiah, lessons for those of us especially who may 
have had a dangerous illness, and have been recov- 
ered from it. The first of these is — to have recourse 
to God, in all times of our sickness, " to turn our 
face (as Hezekiah did) to the wall, and pray." 

And the second is, " To give God thanks on our 
recovery" : to think of Him as our Deliverer, our 
Healer. The God of our life, in whom we live and 
move and have our being, Who has added to our 
life a longer share of days. To think why He has 
added them: why He has prolonged our days on 
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earth, even for this end, that we may serve Him 
more faithfully, walk before Him, with a more per- 
fect, less divided heart. 

These are surely very needful lessons, and, alas ! 
but little regarded. For which of us prays to God 
to heal him in the day of sickness ? We send to 
the doctor, or we take advice from friends, and do 
many things of our own mind, which we hope will 
help to our recovery : but which of us turns to God 
in prayer ? which of us pours out his heart before 
the Lord ? prays with that fervent, hearty, trustful 
prayer, which alone has any avail with God. 

And if we might learn a lesson on this point from 
Hezekiah, a lesson to pray, and that instantly, to the 
God of our help, when overtaken by sickness, how 
surely might we also learn from him a lesson of 
gratitude after we have been recovered from illness. 
He did not forget the Hand that raised him up. 
Nor should we. When after sickness God has made 
us sound, there is a debt due that ought not to be 
left unpaid. i( I will pay Thee my vows, which I 
made when I was in trouble." I will go to the altar 
of God : I will give Him praise for His goodness : 
I will cleave more stedfastly to Him : I will be a 
better man than I was before I was laid low. That 
bad habit in which I indulge I will now lay aside : 
that good practice which I delayed I will now take 
in hand. Such ought to be our sentiments, such 
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our behaviour, when God has restored us to health 
— or that great boon of restored health will have been 
bestowed upon us in vain. If a man is not the 
better after illness, dangerous illness : if a man is not 
stricter, more religious, more full of faith, fear, and 
love of God, it is to be feared that he will be the 
worse. For sickness is God's warning. It is His 
message to us — Set thine house in order— Get ready. 
For thou shalt die, and not live. 

And when sickness does hot prove fatal ; when, 
beyond a man's expectation, he is raised up to health, 
that also is of God. Mercies unacknowledged lead 
to the hardening of the heart. The goodness of 
God, as seen in our preservation, ought in every 
case to lead unto repentance, repentance whereby 
we forsake sin. 

These are obvious lessons which Hezekiah's con- 
duct under sickness, and on his recovery, teaches us. 
There is yet one other, and that a lesson which is 
also taught us emphatically— the value of life — the 
value as giving us the greater opportunity for serving 
God. 

" The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I 
do this day." 

Death, you must remember, (for he lived before 
the day of Christ), death was to Hezekiah a far 
darker, far drearier state than it is to us who are 
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Christians, us to whom Jesus Christ hath brought 
immortality of life. If he had any hope of a life 
beyond the grave, it does not appear in his words. 
He probably, as did all the men of his time, Jews 
and Gentiles alike, regarded death, not as we do, as 
the gate to an endless life, but as the entrance into 
a land dark and silent,where all things are forgotten, 
But it is this very view of death, as the end all and 
be all of man's brief existence, which enhances to 
Hezekiah the value of life. Because life offered, as 
he thought, the single field for serving God, he 
grudged to have it shortened. Every hour saved 
from that dark silence was precious to him. " The 
living! the living I" — what earnestness is there in 
the repetition, what a sense of the joy to be alive — 
" The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do 
this day." 

Now, brethren, we who possess the Gospel, need 
not, and ought not to think thus gloomily of death. 
The question put so touchingly, so doubtingly, by 
the Psalmist, " Dost Thou show wonders among the 
dead ?" has been answered for us by the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. " He by His death 
hath destroyed death : and He by His rising to life 
again, hath restored to us everlasting life." 

Still, again, in that darker view of death which 
Hezekiah hel<i, there is a lesson for our learning. 
Though death be not now the end of life : it is the 



Cbe Talttt of life. 29 



end of this life, the end of our day of grace, the end 
of the period which God gives us in which to see if 
we will serve him or not. It is quite true, that if we 
have not made the choice before, it will be out of our 
power when once we have died, when once the thread 
of our present life is cut off. Even with all the added 
light that is ours, it is yet absolutely true, that when 
the breath of man goeth forth his probation closes 
with it, his power to do God's service, " For in death 
no man remembereth Thee, and who will give Thee 
thanks in the pit ?" " The living, the living, he shall 
praise Thee, as I do this day." 

Yes, the living ! those in whom there is the warm 
motion of human life : which God breathed into them 
when they were born. These, and not the dead, 
may praise their God. To them it is still open to 
enter into the Temple gates and pray. To them is 
the word of His salvation still sent. To them, idlers, 
though they may have been in times past, loath and 
slow to yield Him any service, the placable House- 
holder still offers the opportunity, says to them — yea, 
even at the eleventh hour " Go ye also into the 
vineyard, and whatsoever is right that shall ye re- 
ceive." 

And shall we, brethren, who are thus invited, who 
are living men and women, called by the Master to 
a more diligent and single service, shall we trifle any 
longer with Him ? Shall we wait, and waste the one 
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more hour, till our sun go down, and the night 
cometh, when no one can work? O, surely not. 
We will prize higher the great gift of life than to 
waste it any more in idleness : or to expend it any 
more on a wrong object. 

And remember, every life is wasted, every life is a 
misspent life which is not led to the glory and praise 
of God. 

To lead such a life we must begin early. It is a 
great mistake to put off serving God till we are old, 
to suppose that religion is the proper occupation of 
the aged and infirm. Religion — by which we mean 
" The loving mercy, and doing justly, and walking 
humbly with our God " — cannot be begun too early. 
It should strengthen with our strength, and grow 
with our growth. " Remember now," says Solomon, 
" Thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the 
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, in which 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." Give 
God the best of thy days, the firstling of thy strength, 
and do not think to put Him off with only the feeble 
service of the latter end, the dregs and leavings of a 
wasted and waning life. " The living, the living I " 
— those who yet retain all their power and all their 
faculties— " they shall praise Thee"— as I do this 
day ! " 

There is reason enough at all times why men should 
lay to heart this counsel. But it comes upon us with 
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unusual force at this moment. For this is the First 
Day, the First Sunday of the New Year. Last night 
saw the close of one more of those threescore and ten 
years which mark the limit of our pilgrimage. Last 
night when in the still hours of her middle course, 
the sweet Church bells were heard ringing suddenly 
— the old year died. And to-day comes up the New 
Year ! with its hopes, its trials, its sorrows, its joys, 
all as yet in obscurity— yet behind the veil— one 
thing alone is certain, that we are so much nearer to 
our latter end, that life is shortening, that death is 
coming on. Since this day twelvemonth some who 
lived amongst us, near neighbours, dear friends, have 
been removed. And if we go out of our own circle, 
what losses have we to deplore : what famous voices 
are silent, in Parliament, in the Church, at the Bar. 
What hands skilful in art and letters have dropped 
the instrument, pen, brush or chisel, which had 
made them famous I How many amongst the mighty 
and great, as well as from the unnamed crowd, have 
fallen ! The year which found them at its beginning 
as likely to live — aye, as more likely to live— than 
ourselves, has proved their last year. They cannot 
praise their Maker any more, as we do this day. 
They cannot sing the Lord's song any more on earth 
to the stringed instruments in the House of the 
Lord! 

For good or for evil their trial is over, their fight 
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is fought, their race is run. They, as we say, have 
got through I 

And how soon may that be said of ourselves ! We 
cannot all of us hope to be alive when this new year 
shall be over. There will be again ere it closes, as 
there have been in times past, breaches in families : 
here one taken, there another. The separating of 
dear ties, the removal of beloved faces. When and 
where the stroke may fall is mercifully hidden. But 
surely, not the youngest, not the strongest, much less 
the weak and aged, can boast himself of to-morrow. 
All we can count upon as sure — as our own — is the 
present moment. 

May God teach us to use it wisely ! May He who 
inclines our hearts to His service, so guard our steps 
from every evil way, that we may live the remainder 
of our days, be they few or many, to His glory. 

For so living, — and only when so living — we need 
not be afraid to die. God's true servant has a sure 
refuge against all that can happen. When the earthly 
house of his mortal tabernacle is broken up — re- 
moved from him as a shepherd's tent — he has ano- 
ther, a better, more lasting shelter provided for him 
he has a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens I 
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HEALING OF THE CENTURION'S 
SERVANT. 

Cfprtf £untfa$ after tlje Cpq^anjn 



St. Matt. vih. 13. 

"And Jesus said unto the Centurion, " Go thy way, and as thou hast 
believed so be it done unto thee." 

The Collect for to-day and the Gospel for to-day go 
very well together. In the Collect we pray Almighty 
God " To look upon our infirmities, and in all our 
dangers and necessities to stretch forth His right hand 
to help and defend us," and in the Gospel, taken 
from St. Matthew, viiith chapter, we have an ex- 
ample of this very help, we behold our God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, stretching forth His merciful 
hand to heal a man of his leprosy, one of the worst 
c 
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infirmities to which our nature is liable. Further on 
in this Gospel, we behold our Lord again coming to 
the relief of men's infirmities ; healing by a word, at 
the request of his master, the paralysed servant of a 
Roman Centurion — " Jesus said unto him, " Go thy 
way, and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto 
thee : and his servant was healed in the selfsame 
hour.' 1 

Both of these miracles of recovery are rich in 
lessons for our learning. With regard to the first of 
them, the healing of the leper, I may remark, that 
the leper's act and the leper's prayer are both set forth 
for our imitation. " Behold there came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying, " Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou 
canst make me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, 
and touched him, saying, I will ; be thou clean ; and 
immediately his leprosy was cleansed." 

And would we, dear brethren, be made whole of 
our infirmity, would we be cleansed from the leprosy 
of sin,we must do as this man did,we must approach 
Jesus Christ and worship him as God, we must fall 
down on our knees before Him, and confess Him 
to be the Lord, and beseech Him to use on our 
behalf His all-healing might — " Lord, if Thou wilt, 
Thou canst make me clean." Think of these 
words, think of them as the fittest and best words in 
which to make our supplication to God. Sure I am 
that we have cause enough to use such words — sure 
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I am that there is in us and on us that sore sickness 
which Jesus Christ alone can cure, the leprosy of 
sin. We cannot cleanse ourselves from that defile- 
ment ; we must go to the great Physician, or we 
shall never be made whole, never have the plague 
spot removed, never be clean in God's sight : and we 
must go in faith ; not at all doubting ; believing in 
Christ's power as well as in Christ's will to work a 
cure— "Lord, if Thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean ! " Be to me 

" Of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power." 

And notice what the Lord said to the leper whom 
He had cleansed—" See thou tell no man, but go 
thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift 
that Moses commanded for a testimony unto them." 
The restored leper was sent to the priest : he was 
bade do there all that the law required— offer the 
gift : first, the two birds, and, secondly, on the eighth 
day, two he lambs, without blemish, and one ewe 
lamb, and three tenth deals of fine flour mingled with 
oil, and one keg of oil ; he was also to wash his 
clothes, and shave off all his hair, and wash himself 
in water, that he might be clean. All this is symbol- 
ical — all this laboured ceremonial, and these offerings, 
which to a poor man would be very costly, typify 
what is required of us to whom the Lord Jesus 
Christ has mercifully forgiven our sins. The Lord's 
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word to us is " Go thy way, and offer thy gift." And 
what gift ? The gift of thy restored life, thyself, thy 
soul, thy body, to be " a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice unto God." " Thou art made whole," 
saith the Saviour to the man whom he had cured of 
an infirmity of thirty-eight years' standing. Thou 
art made whole, go thy way, and sin no more, lest a 
worse thing happen to thee. 

Bear this also in mind, there is great encourage- 
ment in this miracle to all who are grieved and 
wearied with the plague of their sins— Christ is there 
exhibited to us as our Hearer, who at the cry of faith 
puts forth His merciful Hand, and makes us whole ; 
says, " I will, be thou clean." 

And He is also exhibited to us as upholding the 
laws, and requiring from the cured leper obedience. 
See we then to this, that we be careful how we live, we 
whom Christ has set free, having forgiven us all sin ! 
And let us who once yielded our members servants 
to sin, so 1 now regard these members as sacred to 
our Benefactor, and yield our members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God. That is the gift 
we ought to offer, that is the testimony and the wit- 
ness to the world that the hand of Christ has been 
stretched out towards us, that we have been indeed 
cleansed from our old sin. 

So far of the first of the two miracles in this 
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Sunday's Gospel. Let us go on to consider the 
second. 

When Jesus had entered into Capernaum, there 
came unto Him a Centurion beseeching Him, and 
saying, " Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented." The centurion, we 
may notice, came to our Lord, not for himself, but 
for another, for his servant, who, we read in St. Luke, 
was dear unto him. And this should teach us to bring 
to our Saviour's notice, not our own griefs and sins 
only, but the griefs, and sorrows, and troubles of 
others. The Gospel requires us to seek the welfare 
of all around us. The Gospel religion is not a sel- 
fish religion. It would have us care for each other, 
and remove hindrances out of each other's path, and 
be fellow-helpers one of another into God's Kingdom. 

Well, this Roman centurion, heathen as he was, 
had in his heart this principle of true religion, this 
thought and care for others. When his servant fell 
sick, he did not turn him away, and get another to 
fill his place, and think no more about him, but he 
laboured diligently to get him cured — he came unto 
Jesus beseeching Him, and said, " Lord, my servant 
lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.' 
Our Lord, pleased with the man's request, and its 
unselfishness, said at once, " I will come and heal 
him ;" whereupon the centurion answered, " Lord, I 
am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
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roof; but speak the word only, and my servant shall 
be healed." So lowly is this man in his own eyes, 
that he does not dare to ask the Lord to visit him ; 
so full of faith, that he is content if the Lord will 
only say the word, say that He wills it, and his ser* 
vant, he feels sure, will be healed. And notice the 
argument by which he brought himself to this pitch of 
faith — " I am a man under authority, having soldiers 
under me, and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth, 
and to another, Come, and he cometh, and to my ser- 
vant, Do this, and he doeth it." As much as to say, " if 
I, a captain only, in the Roman army, not commander- 
in-chief, am obeyed by those who are of lower rank, 
have my orders executed without dispute, how much 
more shalt Thou be obeyed, Thou who art head over 
all, King of kings, Lord of lords, who hast at Thy 
bidding all the powers of the world— how much more 
shalt Thou be obeyed when Thou givest Thy com- 
mand, Thou hast but to speak the word, and Thy 
will shall and must be accomplished." 

Such appears to be the sense of this remarkable 
answer of the centurion : and quickly was it approved 
by our Lord—" When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, 
and said to them that followed, " Verily, I say unto 
you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel." And he added words of very solemn mean- 
ing, words which, while they condemn the Jews for 
their blindness and unbelief, open a wide door of 
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hope to the Gentile world, " And I say unto you, 
that many shall come from the East and West, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but the children of the 
Kingdom shall be cast into outer darkness : there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." After 
which he dismissed the centurion, assuring him that 
his request was granted, " Go thy way : and as thou 
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his ser- 
vant was healed in the self-same hour." 

So ends the account of the second miracle in this 
Gospel — and I have already pointed out what its 
chief lesson is for ourselves. Surely it is, first, that 
we should be of a humble heart; very lowly and 
reverent in our approach to God — " Lord, I am not 
worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof." 
That is the expression of true lowliness : that, be sure, 
is the feeling that befits us, when we come to appear 
before God in worship. We cannot be too careful 
how we speak in His presence ; how we behave in 
His House of Prayer. Aye, and how we behave in 
God's sight, when, either in our chamber, or in 
family worship, we draw nigh to the throne of grace. 
Prayer is ever the best safeguard of man's soul,when 
gone about in a proper spirit, but prayer when not 
gone about in a right spirit, prayer in which there is 
no reverence, no heartfelt interest, no realising of 
God's majesty and might, and of our own deep un- 
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worthiness, prayer that is not the offering of a hum- 
ble, contrite heart, can do but little good, nay, can 
only do harm to the soul. 

The man of old, who of all living before the day 
of Christ was nearest and dearest to God,whom God 
called by the tender name of friend— Holy Abraham 
— hardly dared to plead with God in prayer, because 
of the infinite distance which he felt there must be 
between the creature and his Creator. " Behold 
now," he says, " I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, which am but dust and ashes" ! 

Oh ! I beg of you to consider this well. Notice 
how Abraham, how all the good and holy men we 
read of in the Bible, were before all things humble 
in heart, guarded, and careful not to offend, in their 
utterances before God ; men who in prayer did not 
pour out a flood of vain babblings ; did not think to 
be heard by their much speaking ; but who used few 
and well-chosen words— words that expressed how 
sensible they were of their unworthiness ; how known 
beforehand were all their faults unto God — " Lord, 
I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
roof, but speak the word only, and my servant shall 
be healed ! " 

That, I think, is the first lesson of this narrative, 
and the second is a lesson — one out of many in the 
Gospels — on the value of faith : " Go thy way, and 
as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee : and 
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his servant was healed in the self-same hour." Faith, 
you will observe, is made the measure of the help. 
Where there is much and strong faith, there will be 
much help. Where there is little, and weak faith, 
there the help from on high will be little. " As thou 
hast believed, so be it done unto thee." And what 
is faith ? Christian faith, about which we read 
so much, but alas! know, many of us, so little? 
Faith, my brethren, Christian faith is reliance upon 
Jesus Christ; trust in Him to save us. It is the 
believing in Him, though we see Him not, but 
believing in Him with our hearts, and confessing 
Him openly in our lives. And what can this faith 
effect for us ? or rather what can it not effect ? 
Faith removeth mountains ; faith is an anchor of the 
soul on which it can safely ride amid the storms and 
tempests of life. Faith saves the sinner from des- 
pair. Faith enables him to say, " I know that my 
Redeemer liveth ;" faith shews us a light across the 
grave ; faith triumphs over death ; faith is the 
victory that overcometh the world. 

Happy is the man in whose heart there is found 
this living, quickening, saving principle of faith ! 
Happy the man, be his outward lot ever so poor and 
lowly, who by faith has a firm hold upon his God ! 
Happy the man, who like the Centurion in this 
Gospel, when all is not well with him, in his house, 
or in his heart, turns by a true instinct to the 
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Prophet of Nazareth of Galilee, goes with his burden 
whatever it be, and lays it at the Saviour's feet, and 
says to Jesus Christ, " Lord, I am not worthy." I 
am most unworthy, but my soul trusteth in Thee. 
Thou art full of compassion and mercy. I know 
Thee who Thou art, the Holy One of God ! Thou 
canst cure every sickness, every disease. All power 
is given into Thine Hand ! Speak the word only, 
and Thy servant shall be healed. 

Happy I say is the man who has this strong, 
lively faith, in the power of Christ to save. Happy 
the man who in the hour of his need, goes to Jesus 
for relief, for deliverance; to be made perfectly 
whole. Whether for himself, or for some one near 
and dear to him, he will not seek help in vain, he 
will have what he asks — asks in unswerving faith. 
The answer will come, as it came of old — il Be of 
good cheer ! Go thy way, and as thou hast believed 
so be it done unto thee." 



SERMON V. 



THE TARES IN THE FIELD. 
jFtftl) £ttrfflag after tf)t Sptpljanjj. 



St. Matt xiii, 30. 
" Let both grow together until the harvest." 

These words are a part of the reply of the house- 
holder to his servants in that great Parable of the 
Tares in the Field, appointed for the Gospel of the 
fifth Sunday after the Epiphany. The servants in 
their over zeal had asked leave to root up the tares 
they found growing amongst the wheat in their 
Master's field — " Sir, didst not thou sow good seed 
in thy field ? whence then hath it tares ?" (a sort of 
wild corn, not unlike wheat in the early stage of its 
growth.) The householder replied, True, I sowed 
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wheat, good seed, these tares are not of my sowing, 
an enemy hath done this. " The servants said 
unto him, Wilt thcu then that we go and gather 
them up ? But he said, Nay : lest while ye gather 
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until the harvest, and in 
the time of harvest, I will say unto the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my 
barn." 

Now I shall take occasion from this text to speak 
a few words on a subject which must often cross our 
thoughts — the mixture of good and evil in the Church 
of Christ, and the tolerance of evil, which seems to 
be enjoined by our Lord in the parable of the tares. 
And, first, let me recall to you the Parable, or rather 
the interpretation of the Parable, as given to us out 
of the mouth of our Lord himself. After he had 
sent the multitudes away, and was gone into the 
house, His disciples came to him, and said, " Declare 
unto us the parable of the tares of the field." He 
answered, and said unto them, He that soweth the 
good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, 
the good seed are the children of the Kingdom, but 
the tares are the children of the wicked one ; the 
enemy that sowed them is the devil ; the harvest is 
the end of the world ; and the reapers are the angels. 
As, therefore, the tares are burned in the fire, so 
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shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of Man 
shall send forth His angels, and they shall gather out 
of His Kingdom all things that offend, and those 
that do iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire : there shall be wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the Kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

The reading of the parable in all its main outlines 
is here made plain. The field, the world — no less 
space — not a part, but the whole world, which the 
Son of Man claims for a seed bed : the good seed are 
good and true Christians, seed of the Lord's own 
sowing, and trees of His planting, that He may be 
glorified. The tares are the wicked one, the enemy 
that sowed them, sowed them in the Lord's field, is 
the Devil. 

Satan has always been opposed to Jesus Christ, 
Satan has always sought to mar and spoil Christ's 
husbandry. He is an enemy ever watchful, full of 
malice, full of subtlety, crafty and cunning, who works 
in the dark. It was while men slept that the enemy 
came, and wrought mischief, sowed tares amongst the 
wheat. And these tares, this seed of evil doers, 
these children of the wicked one, are to be found in 
all parts of the field. For a time they are not dis- 
tinguishable from the good seed. It was only when 
the blade has sprung up and has brought forth its 
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good fruit that you can know with certainty the evil 
from the good. In its early stages both are much 
alike: but if much alike then, if allowed to grow 
together then, they will be distinguished and sepa- 
rated hereafter, finally, and for ever. The harvest, 
Christ tells us, represents the end of the world, and 
at that harvest, that ingathering of the fruits, the 
reapers are the angels. Their task will be to divide 
the righteous from the wicked, their task will be to do 
what the officious servants of the householder would 
have done long before, root out the evil from the Lord's 
field. They will gather (we are told in words too plain 
to be mistaken) " they will gather out of the King- 
dom all things that offend" — all causes of hurt and 
harm to others — " and them that do iniquity, and 
will cast them into a furnace of fire, there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth." " Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun, in the Kingdom of 
their Father." Then shall be the manifestation of 
the sons of God, then shall a glory be revealed in 
his saints. Then without mistake, without any 
possibility of mistake, shall the children of light be 
known and acknowledged by the Father of Light. 

That is the general teaching of this parable. It 
shows to us in a figure how well it will be for God's 
people hereafter, how evil for those who are not his 
people. But this is taught in other places as well — 
j D thft narable of the Net, which gathers of every 
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kind ; in the Parable of the wise and foolish virgins ; 
in the description of the Judgment Day, when the 
Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all His 
Holy angels with Him : when He shall sit upon the 
throne of His glory, and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations, and He shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth the sheep 
from the goats. 

This final sifting and separating is again and 
again declared to us in the Gospel. But in the 
parable of the tares, that lesson, though plainly and 
powerfully taught, is not the only lesson : another 
lesson is there which needs to be enforced, and that 
is, that good and bad by the Lord's own sanction and 
permission are allowed to live together, to live un- 
separated, unchallenged in his Church all their lives 
long. 

This has been the case irom the very earliest ages 
of Christianity. You will find, if you read the his- 
tory of our religion, that good and bad have ever 
been mingled together in Christ's visible Church, 
Even in the days of the Apostles, there were brethren 
whose ill lives caused scandal, and because of these, 
good men's hearts have been grieved, and attempts 
have been made to purify the Church by casting out 
the offenders, by what is called excommunication ; 
and when these attempts have failed, men have with- 
drawn from the Church and formed sects, made 
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churches for themselves, with a stricter rule than 
obtained in the Church at large. There has been in 
all ages a desire to do what the servants of the 
Householder requested leave to do, " To gather the 
tares out of the master's field. We who are church- 
men are sometimes taunted by our nonconformist 
brethren with a want of discipline in our church, 
with allowing members to belong to it whose lives 
are notoriously evil. See, they say, how easy it is 
to be a churchman ! A man may be a drunkard, or 
a rogue, or given to swearing, a breaker of all God's 
commandments, and yet he is welcome in your 
assemblies, you don't shut him out, as we do, you 
treat him as a brother." To which I reply, " Yes, 
we do this, and we have good warrant for it, for 
did not our Master say, i let both grow together till 
the harvest ' ? and did He not consort with publicans 
and sinners ?" Those words of Jesus Christ check- 
ing the servants who were for rooting up the tares 
are words of wide toleration, they bespeak a mind of 
mercy, of forbearance, of unwillingness to despair of 
a man's improvement, a wish to give even the most 
unpromising a large space in which to improve ; and 
this is the mind of our Church. We are acting in 
our Master's spirit when we refuse to draw too strict 
a line between man and man, when to those who 
urge sharp measures, cutting off the unworthy mem- 
ber from our Communion, casting out of our body 
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this or that offender, we plead for delay : we say, 
as Christ said, " Let both (bad and good) grow 
together till the Harvest." It is not that we think 
lightly of evil. It is not that we take no notice of it : 
we see it, we do not shut our eyes to it. It distresses 
us, we feel as David did, " I am grieved at the wicked 
because they keep not thy word ;"we plead with the 
sinner both in private and in public to turn from his 
evil course, to repent, and amend his life so that 
iniquity may not be his ruin. But we will not banish 
him altogether from our company, we will not put 
any hindrance to his coming amongst us ; we will 
not say " I am holy, thou art un-holy," we will not 
anticipate God's judgment. The time will come when 
there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of 
the Lord, when the people shall be all righteous, but 
that time is not yet — not on this side the grave. 
So long as we are in the flesh the evil and the good 
will be mingled together, and we should be going not 
with our Lord, but against Him, if in our zeal for 
His honour we were to try to exclude all evil doers 
from our society, if we were to decide too hastily, 
too prematurely, who are not within the pale of His 
salvation. 

And so our motto is the motto of our Church of 
England, " Let both grow together until the har- 
vest" — judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who will bring to light the hidden things of 
D 
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darkness, and will make manifest the counsel of the 
wise, and then shall every man have praise, (or the 
contrary, rebuke, condemnation) of God. 

And, brethren, there is wider charity in such a 
course : in not separating the evil from the good at 
present, nor drawing too strict a line between them ; 
there is wisdom, because it may turn out that those 
who at the present we look upon as tares, are in God's 
sight, who sees to the end, really His children ; 
appearance may be against them, they may be much 
to blame in their conduct at present, but they may 
have in them, in spite of this, some seed of a better 
life, which in due time, under God's fostering care, 
may be developed. Those who now are His enemies 
through wicked works may come (even they) to be 
distinguished for zeal and Christian holiness. Wilt 
thou then, said the servants, that we go and gather 
them up ? But He said, Nay ! lest while ye gather 
up the tares ye root up also the wheat with them. 
There is wisdom then, as I said, in not drawing too 
strict a line at present, and there is also charity, 
that tc charity that hopeth all things." God in His 
mercy gives every sinner space for repentance, 
God's will is that all should be saved, but how will 
it be if we drive the sinner from the Church, shut 
him off from all good influence, treat him as an out- 
cast ? will he not in that case be all the easier a prey 
to Satan ? Will he not become utterly hardened ? 
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Will he or she not be driven to despair ? And can 
that be agreeable to the mind of Jesus Christ ? who 
came not to call the righteous but sinners to repent- 
ance ! But treat a man, even an evil man, with 
kindness, open to a sinner the door of hope, ask him 
to come among you, and join with you in Christian 
worship, tell him that God desires not his death, 
but that he should turn from his sin and be saved, 
and you will be acting I must think in the Spirit of 
the Divine Master, you will be seeking as He did to 
save that which is lost. For every reason then, 
because it is His will, because it is charitable, 
because it is in accordance with the Gospel of Christ, 
we decline to judge our brethren, we wait till the end, 
till He come who shall with unerring judgment make 
the decision — that there will be such a separation, 
this Parable, as we have seen, declares ; though the 
evil be mingled with good now, they will have no 
part with the good hereafter, there is no place in 
God's Kingdom but for His servants — " There shall 
in no wise enter there anything that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie : 
but they, and they only, who are written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life.'* 

Oh let us bear this always in mind ; while we ex- 
ercise patience, and make allowance, and indulge in 
hope for others, let us be very strict in dealing with 
ourselves; "Judge then yourselves, brethren, that 
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ye be not judged of the Lord." Sift and search 
narrowly your own hearts and lives, and pray God for 
His grace to do this thoroughly. Pray God that 
dealing strictly with yourselves, correcting and 
amending, as by His grace you may, you may for 
Christ's sake find mercy in the day of separation. 
Pray that your lot may be not with the tares, but 
with the blessed children of our Father, concerning 
whom He shall say to the Angel Reaper, " Gather 
the wheat into my barn." 



SERMON VI. 



JACOB'S LADDER. 

(lent.) 

Genesis xxviii. 12. 

" And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set upon the earth, and the top 
of it reached unto heaven : and behold the Angels of God ascending and 
descending on it" 

The twenty-eighth chapter of Genesis is one of the 
first lessons for the 2nd Sunday in Lent, and that 
chapter carries on the history of Jacob after he left 
his father Isaac's house, to go into the country from 
which his ancestor Abraham had come — Padan 
Aram in Mesopotamia. The reason why Jacob 
quitted his home in Canaan, is told in the twenty- 
seventh chapter. He had by a most treacherous 
stratagem, stolen away his brother Esau's blessing — 
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he had done that, which the Apostle tells us, is 
against the will of God, he had gone beyond, and 
defrauded his brother : aided by Rebecca his mother 
he had gone into his aged and blind father's room, 
dressed in the rough skin of the goat, and had by a 
most base lie represented himself as his eldest son, 
and so obtained from Isaac, the blessing of the first- 
born. That act of dishonesty was quickly visited on 
his head ; Esau, of hot, revengeful, uncontrolled 
temper, " hated Jacob ; because of the blessing 
wherewith his father had blessed him, and Esau said 
in his heart, the days of mourning for my father are 
at hand, then will I slay my brother Jacob," It was 
thus to save his life endangered by Esau's hatred that 
Jacob left his father's house. His mother hastened 
his departure, for she feared for her son's safety; why 
she said, should I be deprived of you both in one 
day ? He went out from Beersheba, and went 
towards Haran, " and he lighted upon a certain place, 
and tarried there all night, because the sun was set." 

It was some solitary spot on his forlorn way, far 
from all dwellings of men, where there was no shelter 
from the weather, no roof over his head but the 
canopy of the skies, the stainless blue of the Syrian 
heavens, " and he took of the stones of that place 
and put them for his pillow, and lay down in that 
place to sleep. And he dreamed ; and behold a ladder 
set upon the earth, and the top of it reached to 



Sacob'* laWnr. 55 



heaven, and behold the Angels of God ascending and 
descending upon it. And behold the Lord stood 
above it and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac ; the land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed ; and 
thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou 
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and 
to the north, and to the south ; and in thee and in 
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed ; 
and, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in 
all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land ; for I will not leave thee till I 
have done that which I have spoken to thee of." 

Every word of this vision should be considered : 
every line of it has been written for our learning. 
The whole of it is a revelation — an unveiling of the 
covenant of Grace — of God's great mercy shewn to 
mankind in His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Jacob's ladder, set upon earth and reaching to 
heaven; what does it typify or represent, but that new 
way of approach to God, which is opened to us in Jesus 
Christ ? He is the channel, the means of communi- 
cation of all spiritual blessings to the soul of man. 
It is through Him, and by Him, and from Him, that 
angels ascend and descend, with messages of peace 
and pardon. He is our one Mediator by whom alone 
we have access to the Father ; He is the way, the 
new and living way, by which " we may come boldly 
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to the throne of" God's " grace," and obtain mercy, 
and find grace according to our need. 

Our Lord Himself in the ist chapter of St. John's 
Gospel alluded to this vision and gives this as the 
true interpretation of it : when He says, " Hereafter 
ye shall see heaven open, and the Angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

Jesus Christ is Jacob's ladder — the way of approach 
to God, the link between earth and heaven, the 
stair by which the soul of the penitent mounts to 
the seat and home of his Heavenly Father, the one 
Mediator between God and man — the Man Christ 
Jesus — that is Jacob's ladder : and the fact that it is 
Jacob's ladder, that so early as his time God gave 
notice of a Mediator, increases our reverence, and 
admiration for His goodness. It shews how far back 
in God's counsels, the great plan of man's redemption, 
was prepared ; according to the eternal purpose which 
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

And how thankful should we be for such a dis- 
covery ! how glad to avail ourselves of it ! Like 
Jacob we sometimes in our judgment may light upon 
a solitary place, we may feel sad, and disconsolate, 
and alone : we may be overtaken, as he was, by our 
faults, find ourselves fleeing before the threat of 
the Avenger—" The soul that sinneth it shall die " 
— and in this sore plight we may be a prey to terror, 
almost to despair ; we may feel cast out from our 
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Father's home, altogether miserable, with no place 
to flee unto, no refuge against the terrible thought 
that we are lost, outcast from God, enemies to Him 
by reason of our wicked works. I say such a state 
may very possibly be ours some day, when conscience 
awakes and plagues us for evil doings. Perhaps to 
some of us, in pondering those sentences of God's 
wrath upon sinners, gathered out of Deuteronomy 
and other places of Holy Scripture, that distinct 
and particular enumeration of His curse upon sin, 
read on Ash Wednesday, already may that awakening 
have come. We may feel that in saying " Amen," 
to those general sentences of God's curse upon 
sinners, we have been condemning ourselves ; that 
we are verily guilty of some of these offences of 
which with our mouth we have affirmed the curse of 
God to be due, and that feeling is a very sore and 
sad one ; when it first springs up, in an awakened 
sinner's heart, he is brought into great misery. He 
goes up and down seeking rest, and finding none : 
his sins take such a hold on him, that he dares not 
look up. All that he can do is "to smite upon his 
breast, and say, God be merciful to me a sinner." 

Now should this be the case with any one of you 
who hear me in this Church to-day, should there be 
amongst you one soul who has felt the bitterness of 
sin, who is sore troubled, and almost at his wits end 
with fear, fear of God's judgments, let me beg of 
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him to consider what he has heard to-day — the 
story of Jacob's ladder. O ! come sorely vexed, 
come justly tormented, by the recollection of your 
sin I Do not, do not, for all this let Satan drive 
you to despair. Do not forget that God is merciful 
— merciful even when He chastises men for sin. Call 
to mind what He has shewn you, what you have 
heard of Jacob's ladder and whom that ladder 
typifies — the one great Mediator between you and 
God, Jesus Christ the righteous. Where in your 
misery, where in your heart's sorrow and sense of 
desolation shall you turn for refuge except to Him ? 
O ! Christ hear me ! O ! Lord have mercy upon 
me ! Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive my prayer ! Through Thee only dare I draw 
near. Thou hast redeemed me ; Thou wilt be my 
Advocate with the Father; Thou, Jesus Christ 
the righteous — Thou art the propitiation for my 
sin ! 

That I think will be the only course for the soul 
to take that is scourged by a recollection of its sin. 
We must draw near to God, trusting to nothing but 
to the merits and intercession of His dear Son. 
"He is the way" — the living way — " No man 
cometh unto the Father but by Him," and so, for 
all other boons, for light, for knowledge, for grace to 
live well, for patience, for power to forgive and 
forget, all these Christian graces we must seek 



9a<ob'* latter. 59 



through the same channel — through that great all- 
sufficient Saviour, who of God is made unto us, 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption. 

So far then of the chief instruction there is for us 
in the account of Jacob's dream. Therein as I have 
shown you Christ is revealed— Christ in His office 
of Mediator between God and man. Therein a way 
is opened, by which the soul of sinful penitent man 
may scale the far heights, and ascend on the wings 
of prayer to Him who made us. There we behold 

4 'The world's great altar stairs. 
Which slope through darkness up to God." 

There we may go with our weight of cares, of what- 
ever sort they be, and find relief. " Whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father" in His name — the name of 
Jesus Christ—" He will give it you." 

Let us notice next, the particular promise which 
God made to Jacob in this verse. He renewed the 
covenant that He had made with Abraham, giving 
him the land on which as a stranger and an outcast 
he was lying, and promising that from him should 
spring — the desire of nations— the Messiah, He in 
whom all the families of the earth should be blessed. 
Moreover He added the gracious assurance of His 
protection and presence to the forlorn wanderer. 
" Behold I am with thee ; and will keep thee in all 
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places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land ; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee of." And 
this too is written for our comfort. Not to Jacob 
only, but to all who are placed as he was in situations 
of trial, of loneliness, does God speak the words, 
"Behold I am with thee; I will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, I will not leave thee." 

Think of it brethren : think of God's promises to 
those who are in trouble, sorrow, sickness, or any 
adversity. I am with thee — I will keep thee — I will 
not leave thee — trust to those promises in the day 
of your own need. Put God in mind of it, pray to 
Him a humble prayer, Thou hast said, " I will never 
leave thee or forsake thee," He will assuredly make 
it good. He will not go from His word, for He is a 
God that keepeth promises, mindful of His covenant. 
He is a Father to the fatherless. He delivereth the 
outcast, for He is a Refuge to the oppressed, and 
delivers in the needful time of trouble. 

Once again, look at the effect of this remarkable 
dream on Jacob. When he awaked out of his sleep, 
his soul was filled with awe. " Surely the Lord is 
in this place, and I knew it not. And he was afraid, 
and said, How dreadful is this place ! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
Heaven!" That was the language of a soul that 
realized God to be nigh ; that felt the awfulness of 
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holding communion with the Holy God, of speaking 
to God, and hearing God speak. It were well if 
something more of this reverent spirit were to be 
found amongst us here : for here too is God's house, 
here we come to speak to God in words of common 
prayer, to hear God speak through the pages of His 
written word. Here, if anywhere, our souls should 
be afraid, should be hushed and serious, and yet how 
often is this forgotten. How often have we to hear 
complaints of levity and careless behaviour in 
Church. It is not to reproach you I say this — 
things indeed are better than they were, and more 
seriousness and more heartiness is to be observed in 
our services than was the case some time ago. Still 
there is room for improvement, still there are those, 
especially amongst the young, who need to be re- 
minded how they should behave in the house of 
God. And it is to them I say it, " The Lord is in 
this place," though ye act as if ye knew it not. O fear 
the unseen Power Who is present here in the midst 
of us. O when you come hither remember you 
come into the immediate presence of God that this 
is none other but His House — His House of Prayer 
— that it may be, if you use it right, to you the very 
Gate of Heaven. 



SERMON VII. 



THE EVERLASTING SON OF THE FATHER. 
(»mt.) 



St. John viii. 58. 

"Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was I am." 

It is a common practice, and I think a good 
practice, for clergymen to select their texts from 
the Gospel or Epistle of the Sunday, for it gives the 
opportunity of explaining some difficult parts of 
those scriptures, and of enforcing the especial lesson 
which they teach while they are yet fresh in the 
mind of the hearer. 

We shall always find too that those scriptures 
have been chosen with a view to edification, they 
are replete with matter for our instruction, frequently 
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too they combine with the lessons, and then shew 
the harmony of the Bible ; how both in the Old and 
New Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind 
by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God 
and man, being both Man and God. Let us then 
brethren turn our thoughts back to what we have 
already heard, those twelve verses from the eighth 
chapter of St. John which form the Gospel for the 
Sunday ; we shall find there abundant matter for our 
meditation. A passage of holy scripture "profitable 
for counsel, for doctrine, for instruction in righteous- 
ness." 

" Which of you convinceth me of sin, and if I say 
the truth, why do ye not believe me ?" " He that 
is of God heareth God's words ; ye therefore hear 
them not, because ye are not of God." 

They were spoken by Christ to the Jews who did 
not believe on Him. It was a heavy, but a true 
accusation. They did not " hear His word because 
they were not of God." 

They greatly resented the charge, and they met 
it, not by argument but by abuse ; They answered 
and said unto Jesus, " Say we not well that Thou 
art a Samaritan and hast a devil ?" To call a man 
a Samaritan was the bitterest taunt that a Jew 
could use, we have no word quite equivalent : 
Infidel, Schismatic, Heretic, the word Samaritan 
implied all that ; it included, in a Jew's mind, all that 
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was most odious and despicable. And that was the 
word the bigoted Jews threw on our blameless 
Lord, " Thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil ! " 

Jesus answered with calm dignity, " I have not a 
devil ;" I am not an idolater ; " but I honour my 
Father, and ye do dishonour me. And I seek not 
mine own glory : there is one that seeketh and 
judgeth." And then having put away the notion of 
vain glory, He goes on to assert His claim to be 
heard, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man 
keep my saying he shall never see death." What 
our Lord means was, not that he should not feel 
death in a temporal sense, but that if he kept Christ's 
saying he should not die eternally — should not be 
subject to the bitter pain of eternal death. The 
Jews took the words literally, as if He had asserted 
that He had power to save man from the grave. 
And they were- still more annoyed at what they 
regarded as extreme presumption, and they renewed 
their clamour against Him, and repeated afresh their 
offensive charge that " He had a devil and was 
mad." "Now we know that Thou hast a devil. 
Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and Thou 
sayest, If a man keep my saying he shall never taste 
of death. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
which is dead ? and the prophets, which are dead ? 
Whom makest Thou Thyself?" Jesus answered, 
still with all calmness, " If I honour myself, my 
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honour is nothing : it is my Father that honoureth 
me ; of Whom ye say that He is your God ; yet ye 
have not known Him;" "but I know Him, and 
keep His saying." Having thus declared that He 
knew God and was known, and honoured of God, 
that He kept God's word, He goes on to a yet 
greater statement, even to declare superiority in 
order of existence over the Jews' great ancestor 
Abraham : " Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day, and he saw it and w T as glad." At such an 
astonishing claim, the Jews burst out with renewed 
vehemence, "Thou art not yet fifty years old 
(he was only thirty-three), and hast Thou seen 
Abraham ?" They scorned it as an impossible 
thing. And how did our Lord meet their scorn ? 
Why by a yet more startling announcement, intro- 
duced with that usual formula of solemn asseveration, 
" Verify, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was (had any being), I am." This was quite intol- 
erable to the Jews. Then, " They took up stones 
to cast at Him " (stoning being by the law the 
punishment of blasphemy). But Jesus hid Himself. 
Hid Himself, it is supposed by best commentators, 
in a supernatural way, "making darkness His 
pavilion round about Him " " and thick clouds to 
cover Him," and then, going through the midst of 
them unperceived, escaped their rage for the present, 
and so passed by. 
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So endeth the Gospel for this Sunday, a most 
noticeable part of the Scripture. 

It is one of those rare passages in which Jesus 
Christ appears to stand upon His own dignity. In 
which the Lowly, the Humble, the Unresisting Son 
of Man asserts His high origin, claiming to be 
God, for it amounts to no less, God from ever- 
lasting. " Before Abraham was, I am." Now 
those are the two points which we have heard 
declared in this Gospel. I. Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day — the day of Christ — II. Jesus Christ 
Himself lived before Abraham was born. " Before 
Abraham was, I am." Now look on both these, for 
it is on both these that we build up the doctrine of 
our Lord. Pre-existence — His glory with the Father 
before the world was. "Your father rejoiced to 
see my day, and he saw it and was glad." The day 
of Christ can only mean the day of Christ's appear- 
ance in the flesh, when He took upon Him our 
nature and was made man. This day Abraham by 
faith saw. 

Abraham had a glimpse of that day of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, as he had a 
glimpse also of the manner in which Jesus Christ 
should work out our redemption. He took his son 
Isaac, his only son and offered him up on Mount 
Moriah. That Isaac so exceedingly dear, of whom 
it was said, That "in Isaac shall thy seed be called." 
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He offered him up, his one hope of being the Father 
of Many Nations!" "Accounting that God was 
able to raise him up, even from the dead, from 
whence also he received him in a figure." And 
that act of Abraham, — that act of faith, was counted 
unto him for righteousness ; and he is held up for 
ever as the father of the faithful. The man who 
believed God ! "They which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham." Gal. iii. 7. 

Well, Abraham saw the day of Christ, saw the 
death of Christ, saw the resurrection of Christ, saw the 
introduction of the Gentiles into the Church of 
Christ. To him (Abraham) as St. Paul writes, 
"The scripture foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel, 
saying, in thee shall all nations be blessed." 

Well might the Holy Patriarch rejoice and be 
glad, when such a vision of the far future was opened 
to his sight, well might he say, with the aged Simeon 
in the Gospel, " Now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation." 

This same great salvation was given one thousand 
nine hundred years before to him to look upon, to 
realize it with the eye of faith. He died not having 
received the promise but seeing it afar off, full of hope 
and trust. He died and was buried in the cave of 
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Macpelah, awaiting the day of resurrection — an ex- 
ample — the greatest of all examples, — of that faith, 
" without which it is impossible to please God." 

So far then of the first point in our Lord's declar- 
ation, Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day 
and he saw it and was glad. 

Let us now look on the second and more important, 
more awe-inspiring statement, that in the text. 

When the Jews ridiculed the idea of His having 
seen their great ancestor Abraham : — "Thou art not 
yet fifty years old and hast Thou seen Abraham ?" — 
our Lord replied with the same solemnity of assertion 
as before, "Verily, verily, before Abraham was I Am." 
He declared you see not only that He was before 
Abraham, but that He always was. That He had 
neither beginning of days, nor end of years ; that He 
existed from everlasting ; always the same, alive for 
evermore; I AM. He uses of Himself the very 
words in which the voice out of the Burning Bush, 
the voice of the Supreme God, answered Moses, who 
had dared to ask by what Name he was to announce 
the God of their father to the Israelites ? Thou shalt 
say unto the children of Israel, " I AM hath sent me 
unto you." Jesus Christ claims that title for Himself. 
I am as God is, without beginning or end, the same 
unchangeable, self-existing being. Before Abraham 
was, I AM. That is the claim not to be disputed 
by us who are Christians. May it be received with 
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thankfulness, for it helps to clear up what else appears 
a difficulty in the Bible. 

" No man," says the scriptures, " hath seen God 
at any time." " The only begotten Son which is in 
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." 

And yet we read of the Lord Jehovah talking with 
Abraham face to face, speaking to Moses (face to 
face) as a man speaketh to his friend. We hear of 
His appearing to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
and to Solomon, and how are we to reconcile this 
with that one statement, " No man hath seen God 
at any time " ? Why in this way, that whenever 
God is spoken of as holding communion and as being 
visible to man, it is in the Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity, God the Son, Jesus Christ. 

It is He who declares to us the Father. It is He 
who represents God to us, and is Himself God, 
even Jesus Christ. This was He who talked with 
and was called the friend of Abraham. It was He 
who was the Giver of the Law to Moses, it is He by 
whose agency the worlds were made, God the 
Supreme Deity dwelleth in the light which no man 
can approach ; but Jesus Christ, who is the image 
of the Invisible God, hath manifested, made known, 
declared to us, what God is : how good 1 how 
gracious ! how ready to forgive ! how rich in mercy ! 
to those who call upon Him. 
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In looking upon Jesus Christ, who we can figure 
to ourselves, as bearing our form — the likeness of 
Man, — in looking upon Him, we behold, for all 
purposes of good, we see God ; poor, weak, sinful 
creatures as we are, we see God and yet live. 

And now to sum up and draw one or two practical 
lessons from this subject. 

Jesus Christ says, "Verily, verily, before Abraham 
was I AM. " 

We build on this our belief in the eternal existence 
of Jesus Christ, we say and confess, That the Son 
which is the word of the Father existed in Heaven 
from all eternity. That He is that Divine Wisdom 
spoken of in Proverbs the eighth chapter, as dwelling 
with God, " I was by Him, as one brought up with 
Him ; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always 
before Him." 

He is God from everlasting ! world without end ! 
And what follows ? Why that we honour Him as 
God; worship Him as God; draw near to Him 
with all reverence, with all lowliness, with bowed 
heads, and bowed hearts, to present our supplication 
before Him. 

Mind, I am not one who would wish to lessen a 
feeling of affectionate love in any heart for Jesus 
Christ. He deserves all our love ! the best and 
strongest of our affection ! but I sometimes think 
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that we hardly enough consider how far above He 
is from us, how awful ! in His own nature. To hear 
the language of some religionists respecting Jesus 
Christ, makes one afraid. Why are we to lavish 
terms of endearment on Him, as though He was in 
no wise our Superior ? as though He was altogether 
human ! We forget that He is God as well as Man. 
He is very high exalted above us, there are mysteries 
in His Being, in His God-head, in His incarnation, 
which no intelligence can fathom, and when we 
think of Him, when we draw near to Him, and take 
His Name on our lips, we should do so with the 
utmost reverence. We should not use vain repeti- 
tion in our addresses, we should think before we 
speak, we should recollect who it is to whom we are 
speaking, and where He now is, and how great ! 
And let us hear also one further lesson : — 

Jesus Christ says, I AM. He asserts and we 
believe Him — that He is God ! A very present God ! 
I AM, " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
What comfort I What exceeding comfort is there in 
this ? We know now where to go in all times of our 
trouble, in all times of our wealth, even to that 
gracious and loving Being, Who so loved us that He 
gave Himself for us, and Who ever liveth to make 
intercession for us. 

Do we want enlightenment ? Is our way dark ? 
There is one who can cast bright beams of light upon 



7* Cf)f (fbrrlaattng £on of tlje dTat^er. 

our heart and dispel all our darkness. Jesus Christ 
saith, " I am the light of the world." 

Are we faint and ill-satisfied with what the world 
can give ? Do we confess how vain and empty are 
its pleasures — how powerless to fill the hungry soul ? 
Then hear these comfortable words of the same 
great Friend of man : "I am the Bread of Life." 
" I am the Living Bread which came down from 
Heaven ; if any man eat of this Bread, he shall live 
for ever ! and the bread that I shall give is My Flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world." 

Or is it death of which we are afraid ? from which 
our nerves shrink, death which is the spoiler of so 
many of our homes ? Is death our trouble ? 

Then hear and lay to heart for your comfort what 
He saith who has conquered that king of terror : 
Fear not ! I am the first, and I am the last. 

" 1 am He that liveth, and was dead, and, behold ! I 
am alive for evermore, Amen." Yea, indeed alive, 
" and have the keys of hell and death." " I AM the 
Resurrection and the Life : he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live." 

And once more, does any timid heart faint and 
fail in his weary strife with besetting sin, and well 
nigh despair of victory ? Let that soul turn for 
refuge to that same quarter, call to its aid the ever 
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ready arm of our great " I Am," the captain of our 
deliverance in such words as these : " Plead Thou 
my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me, 
and fight Thou against them that fight against me. 
Lay hand upon the shield and buckler, and stand up 
to help me. Bring forth the spear and stop the way 
against them that persecute me; say unto my soul, 
I am thy salvation." 



SERMON Villi 



JUDAS ISCARIOT, OR THE BETRAYAL. 
(lent.) 



St. John vi. 70, 71. 

"Jesus answered them, Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of you 
is a devil ? He spake of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for he it was 
that should betray him, being one of the twelve." 

The occasion on which the Lord spake this of 
Judas was as follows, and we have heard it read in 
the second lesson for this evening : — Jesus had been 
reproving the people who flocked to hear Him, as 
coming only for what they got — " Ye seek Me, not 
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the loaves and were filled." And He went on to 
speak of the highest matters. He declared Himself 
to be the Bread of Life to the believer. " Whoso 
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eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal 
life, and I will raise him up at the last day." The 
words that He spake gave offence, " and many of His 
disciples went back and walked no more with Him." 
The Lord, touched at their desertion, appealed to 
His chosen twelve — The Twelve — " Will ye also go 
away? St. Peter answered with promptness, " Lord, 
to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of 
Eternal Life, and we are sure that Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." It was a noble 
answer. It must have comforted our Lord's heart 
to hear it — to be assured that some at least of His 
followers were staunch and firm— and yet for all 
that Peter spoke so bravely, the Lord knew that 
even out of that select few, (those twelve whom He 
had chosen), there was one at least who would 
become a traitor : He answered, " Have I not 
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil ?" 

Now that was a very strong term to come out of 
the mouth of the gentle Jesus, and to be applied by 
Him to a man who was of the number of the 
Apostles ; but it was deserved ; no word could be 
too strong, no language too undignified, to charac- 
terize the man who should betray his Master. And 
that was he of whom He spake. Judas Iscariot, 
the son of Simon, for he it was who should betray 
Him, being one of the twelve. Now it is of Judas 
Iscariot that I would speak more at length. Of his 
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treachery, and that which led to it : of his remorse, 
and of his miserable end ; and of the instruction 
and warnings which his history has for ourselves. 

And first let me remind you of the relation of Judas 
and Jesus Christ. He was one of the twelve selected 
Apostles, he had all the privileges, all the opportu- 
nities, of Christ's near and dear companions, never 
forget that— he was chosen, as were Peter, and John, 
and James, and Matthew, out of the increasing 
number of disciples, to be the chief companions and 
chief messengers of Jesus Christ. Like the other 
Apostles, Judas had power given him to heal the 
sick, to cleanse the leper, to cast out devils : like the 
other Apostles, Judas enjoyed the intimate fellowship 
of our Lord : he was one of them to whom it was 
given to kn6w the mysteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, one of those who heard Christ explain His 
parables, who did eat at the same table with Him, 
was the companion of His walks, and beheld His 
miracles : and yet one so privileged was a traitor. 
He, Christ's own Apostle, " own familiar friend," 
lifted up his heel against his Master. It is awful to 
think that an Apostle was a betrayer, that a man so 
fenced about with safeguards should make shipwreck 
of his soul. 

Who are we, the best among us, the most tried 
and proved in our religion, the most regular com- 
municants, the most fervent in our use of the words 
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of love, the most constant readers of Christ's Gos- 
pel, the most devoted to His cause, that we should 
feel sure that in no case, at no time, under no 
circumstances, could we ever be guilty of a sin like 
that of Judas ? If an Apostle was a traitor, how 
much more may we be traitors ? God give us the 
Spirit of watchfulness and prayer and distrust of 
ourselves, God cleanse our hearts from the lodgment 
there of any sin which, if not rooted out, may get 
the dominion over us, and push us on to a deed as 
deadly to the soul as that of Judas. God, when we 
hear those words of Christ at His last evening meal, 
one of you shall betray Me, " he that dippeth with 
Me in the dish, that same shall betray Me," God, I 
say, write these searching words in our hearts, and 
cause us to cry inwardly, " Lord, is it I ?" " Lord, 
is it I." 

But, again ; what was it in Judas' case that made 
him a traitor ? what lay at the root of the mischief ? 
for he could not all at once have turned out so bad. 
The root of the mischief, the little seed which grew 
up and brought such a harvest of evil in Judas 
was this: he was fond of money, and unhappily 
for him, he had in his office of purse-bearer to the 
company an opportunity of indulging his love for 
money. Many a little act of pilfer, many a dishonest 
appropriation of the funds entrusted to him, must 
have preceded the final act of wickedness. 
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His covetous disposition broke out in an incident 
not long before the betrayal. Six days only before 
the Passover our Lord was at Bethany, in the home 
of Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 
" Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, 
very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped them with her hair." Judas was by, and this 
was his remark, " Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred pence and given to the poor ?" 
"This he said, not because he cared for the poor, 
but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein." We see by this, long 
before the great crime, Judas was pressing towards 
it ; he had let covetousness enter into his heart and 
dwell there, and that brought about all that followed. 
It sapped all honesty, all generous feeling, all respect 
and reverence, all affection and love in his soul. 
The chief priests and others, bitter enemies of our 
Lord, were consulting how they might take Him by 
subtlety, and kill Him. Judas was aware of this, 
and he came to them secretly, like a thief by night, 
and asked, " What will ye give me ? and I will 
deliver Him unto you." They covenanted with him 
for thirty pieces of silver (about three pound ten of 
our money), the price at which a slave was valued 
in the slave market. That was a paltry sum for 
which Judas betrayed his Master, for which he gave 
his immortal soul in exchange : a terrible proof of 
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the deadly nature of covetousness. Here was a 
man, a follower of Christ, a friend of Christ, to 
whom He must often have spoken, whose hand the 
Lord had grasped, turned to be a betrayer of that 
Lord, and all for money, for three pounds ten 
shillings. Can we have stronger witness to the 
truth of those words of St. Paul, " They that would 
be rich fall into temptation and a snare/ ' and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, that bring men to 
destruction and perdition — " For the love of money 
is the root of all evil." It led an Apostle to betray 
his Lord, his conscience, his duty, all his affection, 
and friendship, through the force of that master 
passion ! 

We see it so still ; we see how when once the 
love of money gets rooted in a man it changes him 
for the worse. It shuts up his compassion. It 
withholds his hand from doing good. It tempts him 
to mean and tricky ways in order to increase his 
hoard. It stops the flow of natural affection, makes 
him unkind to his children, hard to his dependants, 
exacting to his debtors. It deadens religion in his 
soul. It causes him to leave God's word unread, 
God's worship forsaken, God's ministers unheeded, 
they will not leave him at ease in his miserliness. 
That is a noticeable result of the love of money. 

Oh ! let me bid you be on your guard against it. 
Be sure it is one advantage the poor man has over 
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the rich, that he is not so beset by this passion of 
hoarding money. Oh ! remember what that Apostle 
says whose words I have already quoted, " Godliness 
with contentment is great gain, for we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out, and having food and raiment let 
us be therewith content." 

But observe what that sin was of which Judas 
was guilty : he betrayed his Master. Now can we 
be guilty of that sin ? Aye, we are, I fear, often 
guilty of it : we betray Christ when from fear or any 
other motive we shrink from confessing Him openly 
before men — when we stand by, and see our Master 
denied, and dishonoured, and have not the courage 
to show our colors — when for what the world would 
give us, its thirty pieces of silver, its praise, its good 
opinion, its honour, its support, we hold our tongue, 
and keep dark our disapproval of its evil ways ; we 
betray Christ when we side with the enemy, when 
we fall away from His side, when we turn our backs 
upon His ordinance, when we se£ Him dishonoured 
and denied, and have not the courage openly to con- 
fess Him before the world. That is the sin of 
betraying Christ, and which of us has not been guilty 
of it ? To our conscious heart's cry, " Lord, is it 
I ?" " Lord, is it I" that hath betrayed Thee, been 
ashamed of Thee, given Thee up into the hands 
of Thine enemies, what answer, think you, must 
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He give but this— It is thou ! — and thou ! — and 
thou! 

If we say that we have not done this, we do but 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Shall 
we therefore despair ? shall we imitate Judas also in 
this ? Oh, surely no, for our sin is not of the same 
deadly line, nor is it beyond the reach of pardon." 

For, brethren ! be assured of this, all sins will be 
forgiven unto men, who through faith and repent- 
ance seek to be forgiven. Even Judas might have 
obtained mercy had he sought it in the right quarter, 
had he cast himself on God's pity, had he been able 
to say, " Lord be merciful to me a sinner." The 
blood which he was instrumental in shedding— the 
blood of Jesus Christ — cleanseth from all sin, yea! 
even from sin dark as his, the sin of the betrayer and 
murderer. Bear this in mind, that we may be kept 
sound in our faith, and loyal in our obedience, true 
servants and followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
a word, true Christians. 

Once more. Let us draw one further lesson from 
Judas' end. Let us note, and remember what hap- 
pened in his case, that all repentance is not true 
repentance, is not repentance unto life. He sorrowed, 
he sought to make restitution, he brought back the 
thirty pieces of money, he confessed his sin, " I have 
betrayed innocent blood." And yet we cannot think 

F 
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that he was saved, for he departed, and went out, and 
hanged himself — he committed that last sin which 
admits of no repentance, he cut short his day of grace 
with his own hand, his sorrow, bitter and sharp as it 
surely was, was not to him that godly sorrow that 
worketh salvation. It was the sorrow of the world 
that worketh death. It was despair. And what 
causes despair ? I answer, in most cases it is want 
of faith, not having power to look up to God, and 
to trust to His goodness and pity amid the clouds 
and darkness that envelop our soul. Could Judas 
have had this power, could he have believed that 
God is gracious and mighty, even in his terrible 
situation he might have sought and obtained pardon : 
the blood that he was the chief agent in shedding, 
the blood of Jesus Christ, cleanseth from all sin. 

Bear this in mind, and when your heart is heavy, 
as one day may happen, and you are goaded to the 
edge of despair, oh, recall what Scripture tells you 
of God's infinite mercy to the penitent. Be sure 
that He does not desire your death, but that you 
should be saved from your sins, and the proof of 
this, the proof that God desires in no case a sinner's ^ 
death, but in every case his life, is that He " so • 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 1 
that all should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so is the Son of Man lifted up, that whosoever " 
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— observe there is no limit, no restriction, the pro- 
mise is wide and free, to you, and to your children, 
that " Whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 



SERMON IX. 



THE BURIAL OF THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 



(6oott Jfritaj).) 



St. John xix. 41-42. 

"Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden ; and 
in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There 
laid they Jesus." 

In the chapter from which these words are taken we 
have the account of our Lord's crucifixion, given us by 
one who was an eye-witness -of His cruel sufferings, 
who stood by His Cross, and saw Him die, and to 
whom He committed, as a parting charge, the care 
of His bereaved mother. We have St. John's account 
of the death of Jesus Christ, and we have also his 
account of His burial. And it is to this that I would 
now invite your attention. I would ask you to look 
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at the Gospel record of the Lord's Burial. We have 
four accounts of it, for all the Evangelists relate it ; 
but it will be sufficient to follow St. John's narrative, 
which has already come before you in the second 
lesson. 

The subject is one of great interest to a Christian. 
That Christ was " Buried " is one of the twelve 
articles of the Apostles' Creed. He " suffered under 
Pontius Pilate : was crucified, dead, and buried ; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into Heaven." 

The Burial, you all see, lies between His Humilia- 
tion and His Exaltation. It is the pausing point in 
His history, Who, for the suffering of death was 
made a little lower than the angels. The moment 
when the hope and faith of His followers was most 
sorely tried; when victory seemed to be with His 
enemy. But it was only seeming. The grave was 
to Jesus Christ the gate of life ; He passed through 
into His glorious resurrection. 

And now in all Churches of His people, this 
interment, this laying of the Lord's Body in the 
grave, to see, as it was then supposed, corruption — 
this, which at the time, took away all part and 
hope from His followers, is now regarded by all 
Christians as a ground of joy and thankfulness. We 
see in it the turning point for the better in the 
history of our redemption. In our Litany we join 
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the Burial of Christ with His Crucifixion, and 
with His Resurrection, in one and the same fervent 
prayer to Him for help. " By Thine agony and 
bloody sweat ; by Thy Cross and passion ; by Thy 
precious Death and Burial ; by Thy glorious Resur- 
rection and Ascension ; and by the coming of the 
Holy Ghost, good Lord, deliver us !'* 

Let us, then, look again at the inspired narrative 
of the Lord's Burial : and note afterward some 
practical lessons it has for ourselves. 

And first, of the manner and place of His inter- 
ment — this is clearly pointed out in the text. " In 
the place where He was crucified there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was 
never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus, because 
of the Jews' preparation day ; for the sepulchre was 
nigh at hand." 

The garden, it would seem, was close to Calvary, 
the spot on which the Crucifixion took place. And 
at this very day in Jerusalem, they show both the 
Sepulchre and Calvary enclosed within a Church 
which has been erected over the site — the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. At that time the garden 
belonged to Joseph of Arimathaea, a rich and hon- 
ourable Jew, who himself had been disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly, for fear of the Jews. He it was, who, 
when the even was come, went in boldly unto Pilate, 
and begged the Body of Jesus. Pilate having ascer- 
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tained that He was dead, ordered the Body to be 
delivered. And when Joseph had taken the Body, 
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in 
His own new tomb. This was a cave hollowed out 
of the solid rock, which Joseph, like a man conscious 
of mortality, who lived in expectation of death, had 
prepared beforehand for his own use. It was a new 
tomb, as yet no burial had taken place there, and it 
was closed at the mouth by a heavy slab of stone — 
too heavy for any single hand to raise it ; it was 
" rolled," we are told, to the door of the sepulchre. 
In the act of mercy, Joseph was helped by another 
honourable Jew, "Nicodemus, which at the first 
came to Jesus by night," and who now brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound 
weight, for the purpose of embalming. And so these 
two, whose praise is for ever in the Gospel, grown 
brave at last, buried together the Lord Jesus. They 
had not time completely to embalm Him, because it 
was now evening, and the Sabbath drew on ; but 
they did all that this short space of time permitted, 
they wound the body in linen clothes with the spices, 
and laid it with all tender care in the new tomb, 
" and rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, 
and departed, and rested the Sabbath Day, according 
to the Commandment. " 

So was the Burial performed of the Lord Jesus, 
and His Sepulchre exists at this day. There can be 
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little doubt but that the hollow cave in the Church 
in Jerusalem, where burns an undying lamp, and 
which is visited each Easter by thousands and ten 
thousands of Christians — is the identical spot in 
which the body of the Lord was laid on the evening 
of the day on which He was crucified. And in laying 
Him there was fulfilled an ancient prophecy of 
Isaiah, which declares that although He was treated 
as the worst of felons, and numbered among the 
transgressors, yet that He should be "with the rich in 
His death." This prophecy was accomplished by 
His burial in Joseph's new tomb. And count it not 
a light thing that so it happened unto Him. It is 
one of the many proofs which the New Testament 
affords of the accuracy and truthfulness of the old 
prophet* A witness to us that holy men of old, 
when they spake beforehand of the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow, were guided 
in all they said by the unerring light of the Holy 
Ghost r 

Yes ! by being " Buried " our Lord fulfilled what 
was written of Him; and not only that, but He 
thereby has given us the best and most positive 
assurance that He died for us. Men— it has been 
truly said — are not put into the earth before they 
die. The interment only follows after the expiration 
of soul and body, after life is extinct. The fact that 
our Blessed Lord was laid in the grave sets the 
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surest seal upon the reality of His sufferings. It 
proves that the awful scene on Calvary was no 
shadowy picture, no figment of man's invention, but 
a thing that actually occurred. It shews that the 
pure and spotless One did indeed pay the penalty of 
our sins; that Elias did not come to save Him, 
that He drunk the cup to the dregs ; that His life 
was forfeited for our life ; that He " poured out His 
soul unto death." 

Let us remember it always, and with all thankful- 
ness — thankfulness, not unmixed with awe and deep 
trembling of our soul before God ! Let us learn to 
see in the most precious death of Jesus Christ, a 
death attested by His Burial, the only remedy for 
our guilt, the only ground of our pardon. And let us 
remember this also, that as Christ died for our sins, 
and was buried, so have we a death to die, yea, even 
while we live here, a death unto sin. Let us remem- 
ber that it is by our dying this death, by " continually 
mortifying all our evil and corrupt affections," 
crucifying the flesh with its affection and lusts, that 
we become " planted together in the likeness of His 
death," and capable, through His merits, of the 
blessedness which shall be revealed hereafter. For, 
as St. Paul writes, " if we be dead with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with Him." "When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with Him in glory." 
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Again, the Burial of Jesus Christ was needed as a 
preparation for His glorious Resurrection. 

That great event — that on which our hope of 
living again rests — would have wanted its full proof 
had it not been preceded by His interment. Men 
cannot be said to rise who have never died. If 
Christ the Lord, who came down from Heaven, and 
was made Man for us, and for our salvation, had, by 
that power which was in Him, gone back to Heaven 
without dying, as He surely might have done, we 
could have had no sure pledge that we shall rise 
out of our graves. But when the gracious Lord 
submitted Himself to every part of our mortal con- 
dition, when He died and was buried, was laid a 
lifeless corpse in the earth, and yet after that rose 
again and took His Body, with flesh and bones, and 
all things pertaining to man's nature, and therewith 
ascended into Heaven — why then, we have a good 
hope to lean upon; we who must die and see 
corruption, yet now by holding on to Him, by a 
close and true link of fellowship with Him who is 
our Head, may expect to share in the power of His 
Resurrection. Assured as we are that Christ was 
buried, and that He rose again, and left His tomb, 
we may have cheer and comfort in the prospect of 
our own death, and in looking back on their deaths 
who have gone before us. Hereafter, our flesh shall 
rest in hope. The grave in which the Saviour lay is 
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now only a lodging, not our eternal tenement. We 
go down into it confident that we shall not abide in 
it for ever ; that we shall, in God's good time, awake 
out of our death sleep, and pass out of it to our 
joyful resurrection, through His merits who died, 
and was buried, and rose again for us — Jesus Christ 
our Lord ! 



SERMON X. 



THE LORD'S VICTORY. 
Uaater Sajj. 



Psalm cxviii. 24. 

"This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be 
glad in it" 

These words are found in Psalm cxviii., the last of 
the three Psalms appointed to be read in the Service 
for this evening. It is easy to see the fitness of that 
Psalm, originally sung by a king of Israel, on an 
occasion of a solemn entry into the Temple. It has 
been applied to our Church, to the great event, which 
we commemorate to-day— the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. It is looked upon as a trium- 
phant hymn ; all throughout are notes of thanksgiving, 
and all throughout are allusions to Christ, and to 
His outcry, and the defeat of His enemies. " Thou 
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hast thrust sore at me that I might fall, but the Lord 
was my help. I shall not die, but live, and declare 
the works of the Lord." " Open me the gates of 
righteousness, that I may go into them and give 
thanks unto the Lord." The same stone which the 
builders refused, is become the head-stone in the 
corner. This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord hath 
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it. It is clear, 
then, as I said, why our Church selects the hundred 
and eighteenth Psalm for Easter Day. It is full of 
the great tidings of a risen conquering Lord— a 
Psalm of rejoicing, and a giving of thanks to Almighty 
God, who, through His only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, has overcome death, and opened unto us the 
gate of Everlasting life. And those tidings are 
beyond all others of importance to man, the greatest, 
the gladest, charged with most stupendous con- 
sequences. 

The day on which the Lord rose from the dead 
has gained its name amongst us from that glorious 
event. It is called before all other days, the Lord's 
day, the day of days, the day that has no peer, a day 
of holy rejoicing. Yes ! we will all rejoice, and be 
glad in it. If there come one day above all others 
in the year on which it becomes a Christian to be in 
gladness, to put away his sorrow, to be lifted up in 
heart, it is Easter Day. 
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Other days on which we commemorate our Lord's 
history, have all of them, more or less, a mixture of 
sadness; even Christmas Day— the day of the 
Nativity, is not wholly free from painful associations. 
The Lord is shewn to us on that day a helpless 
Infant, in circumstances of poverty, lying in a man- 
ger. Again, soon after Christmas, the first day of 
the year, the Lord is shewn to us beginning His 
earthly life of obedience, with the painful rite of Cir- 
cumcision. And as the year goes on, on the first 
Sunday of Lent, He is presented to us, " led up of 
the Spirit into the wilderness, exposed to sore temp- 
tations, while on Good Friday we behold Him 
crucified ; but now, on the Easter Day, we see Jesus, 
who by suffering of death, had been reduced to a 
level below that of God and Angels, we see this 
Jesus crowned with glory and honour. 

He is shewn to us, no longer in humiliation, a 
very scorn of men, no longer subject to insult, no 
longer enduring great suffering wrongfully, but shewn 
to us, as a Mighty Conqueror, who hath put down 
His foe, like the sun in his strength, when he puts 
to flight the power of darkness, and rises with light 
and healing on the world. 

To-day we may take up the great words of the 
Ancient Patriarch, and give a reason for the faith 
that is in us. " I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that I shall stand at the latter day upon the 



€i)c JLortT* Vittotg. 95 

earth, and though, after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." Yes ! joy, 
gladness, are ours of right to-day, joy and gladness 
at the sight of the Lord's victory. If it belong to 
man to rejoice when some great Captain has fought 
his country's enemies,, and beaten them, and led 
their chiefs captives ; if on such occasions our bells 
ring, and our cities are decked with garlands, and 
flags wave, and there are feastings and hanquetings, 

* And the tumult of their acclaim is roll/d 
Through the open gates of the city afar, 
To the shepherd who watcheth the evening star," 

— if, as I say, a nation joys in the return of the trium- 
phant general, and hearts are warmed all through the 
length and breadth of the land at the news, as by electric 
sympathy, and all agree to make holiday, because now 
the yoke of the invader has been broken, and they feel 
themselves free — and hearth, and home, and wife, and 
child, and all that they hold dear is rescued out of 
peril, and the possession secured to them —how much 
more surely ought the Christian to be glad and 
rejoice on each recurrence of Easter ? For it is the 
anniversary of the Lord's Victory. He comes to us 
as the Captain of our Salvation, comes amongst us 
fresh from combat, " with dyed garments from Boz- 
rah," " treading in the greatness of His strength," 
He comes, leading the Invader a prisoner, leading 
captivity captive. He comes to proclaim the victory. 
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He has gained it alone, " with His own right hand, 
and with His holy arm." All the praise and all the 
glory is His. Who is like unto Thee, O Lord ? 
Who is like unto Thee, " Glorious in holiness, fearful 
in praises, doing wonders ! " 

Yes, we may indeed rejoice — we cannot rejoice too 
heartily in the victory, won as on this day by our 
great Captain, Jesus Christ— the victory over sin 
and death. " The Kings of the earth stood up, and 
the rulers took counsel together against the Lord 
and against His Christ." But all their plotting has 
been in vain : " He that dwelleth in Heaven has 
laughed them to scorn : the Lord has had them in 
derision." " He has broken their bonds asunder : 
and cast away their cords from Him." Though 
He was crucified, dead, and buried, the sepulchre in 
which He was laid made sure, the heavy stone that 
covered its mouth sealed with the High Priest's 
seal, a guard of Pilate's soldiers watching beside it, 
all was to no purpose. He was not holden : it was 
impossible that He should be holden long a prisoner 
by death. On this happy morning, when the weeping 
friends came to the sepulchre, they found the stone 
rolled away : the grave clothes lying there : and " the 
napkin that was about His head, not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself." 9 The Body of the Lord they found not. He 
had quitted the place! He was risen— risen as He 



f$t lortl'* Victory. 9f 



had said, " Destroy this Temple " (the Temple of His 
body) " and in three days I will raise it up." He was 
risen — risen, not again to succumb to death. " Death 
hath no more dominion over Him : for in that He 
died, He died unto sin once : but in that He Jiveth, 
He liveth unto God." 

Thatiswhy we rejoice to-day. First at the triumph 
of that Just One, at the defeat of Satan, at the victory 
won by Jesus Christ over the oppressor. 

" He is risen— He is risen, 

Tell it with a joyful voice ; 
He hath burst His three days' prison, 

Let the whole wide earth rejoice. 
Death is conquered, man is free, 

Christ hath won the victory." 

Mark these words : 

11 Let the whole wide earth rejoice." 

The joy that a Christian feels to-day, it is a 
wide-spread joy : it is not only that the Holy and 
Innocent Jesus has shown Himself the Conqueror, 
but it is because the benefit of His victory reaches 
far and wide — reaches to all the race which He came 
to save. The enemy which Christ subdued is our 
enemy. The crown which He has won, the crown 
of life, is a crown that we too may hope to wear. 

That grave in the garden outside the gate of 
Jerusalem, that tomb of Joseph from out of the rock, 
in which the body of our Lord has been laid, (to-day 
found empty,) is but the first of many tombs, which. 
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if there be truth in God's word, will yield up in His 
time their occupants, and yield them up alive : "the 
hour is coming when all who are in their graves 
shall hear His voice and come forth." ." Christ the 
first fruits— afterward they that are Christ's at His 
coming." "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive." " Since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the dead." 
Yes ! the resurrection of the dead, that is assured to 
us by what happened to-day; that is our blessed 
hope, which the Lord Jesus Christ, by bursting the 
bonds of death, has given us for an anchor of the 
soul, safe, sure and steadfast. Sad and incessant 
are the inroads of death, mighty in power ; still a 
great severer of dear ties, a separator of chief friends, 
but his power is broken. It will not last for long, the 
living Jesus (doubt it not) will upset his sway, He 
will say to this tyrant, O Death, I will be thy plague, 

Grave, I will be thy destruction. 

Then, brethren, am I not right in bidding you be 
of good cheer to-day. " This is the day that the 
Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it." 

1 have shown you what cause we have to be glad. 
To us and to our children the assurance is given that 
death is not the end of life, that we shall live though 
we die, that God hath not appointed us to wrath but 
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ who 
died for us. These are good tidings for all, but they 
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are tidings that come home with power to those who 
mourn — mourn as we too often must have cause to 
do at the loss of dear relations and friends.** It is 
but little man can do to comfort his brother under 
such troubles, we may express our sympathy, we 
may condole with our brother, and condole in sin- 
cerity because we have known ourselves what he 
suffers, but for true comfort we must turn to God's 
word. €t I would not have you ignorant concerning 
these that are asleep, that we sorrow not as others 
which have no hope, for if we believe that Jesus died, 
and rose again, even so them also that sleep in Jesus, 
will God bring with Him." 

These are the tidings of Easter — hold them fast, 
and lean for support upon them : learn from them 
where to look ' in all times of your tribulation, and 
in all times of your health," even to that mighty 
Lord Jesus who has on this day cast off the veil that 
was spread over all nations, and that swallowed up 
death in victory* 

Look to Him, trust in Him, follow Him, keep 
close to Him, let your songs be of Him, and praise 
Him. He has gone before us through the grave, 
and gate of death, He speaks to us to-day from the 
other side of the flood : " I am He that liveth, and 
was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and 
have the keys of hell and of death. \ : " ;- -: 



SERMON XI. 



MOSES SMITES THE ROCK. 
Aran* jfttstitap after (tatter. 



Numbers xx. x6, xx. 

" Hear now ye rebels, mast we fetch you water out of the rock? and 
Moses lifted up his hand and smote the rock twice." 

And Psalm cvi. 32, 33. 

"They angered Him also at the waters of strife t so thai He punished 
Moses for their sakes : because they provoked his spirit : so that he spake 
unadvisedly with his lips." 

We have read to-day the incident here referred 
to — what Moses did which brought God's punishment 
upon him. His unadvised hasty speech, as described. 
The children of Israel had now been thirty-eight 
years in the wilderness : they had had repeated 
proofs that God was their guide : again and again 
too haa^fiejr life been sustained by miracles ; but 
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no sooner did any fresh trouble arise, than they 
murmured afresh, " and forgat God their Saviour." 
On the occasion before us, the complaint was a 
want of water, " And they chode with Moses and 
Aaron saying : Why have ye brought us up into 
this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die 
there?" They turned back in heart to Egypt — 
" wherefore have ye made us to come up out of 
Egypt, to bring us into this evil place ? It is no place 
of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates, 
neither is there any water to drink." 

And note how Moses met it. He and Aaron, "went 
from the assembly, unto the door of the Tabernacle 
of the congregation, and they fell on their faces," 
that is they approached God in prayer ; and their 
prayer was answered : ' 'The glory of the Lord appeared 
unto them, and the Lord spake unto Moses saying, 
Take the rod " — the rod which had proved so potent ; 
the rod wherewith he had smitten the river — " Take 
the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, 
thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the 
rock before their eyes ; and it shall give forth his 
water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out 
of the rock : so thou shalt give the congregation and 
their beasts drink." This was all he was to do— to 
speak to the rock before the people, and the rock 
should give forth its water. 

Well, Moses took the rod, and he gathered the 
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people together, and he then addressed them. " Hear 
now ye rebels ! Must we fetch you water out of this 
rock ? and Moses lifted up his hand, and with his 
rod he smote the rock twice ; and the water came 
out abundantly, and the congregation drank and 
their beasts also,"-— the people's thirst was slaked; 
their lives were saved ; but in the manner of their 
deliverance, Moses was at fault. "And the Lord 
spake unto Moses and Aaron, because ye believed 
Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congre- 
gation into the land which I have given them." 
Then adds Moses in his history : " This is the 
water; (the water of strife,) because the children 
of Israel strove with the Lord, and He was sancti- 
fied in them." 

It is a memorable incident in the Jews' history, 
and it is rich in warning to us at this day. What, 
you will ask had Moses done, that he should be so 
sorely punished ? He had failed in his duty towards 
God : and that in three particulars. First, he had 
failed in strict obedience ; God had bid him " speak to 
the rock," and he had smitten it, smitten it twice. 
Secondly, he had shown temper, used hard language, 
" Hear now ye rebels." 

Thirdly, he had taken to himself the credit of 
supplying the Israelites with water. "Must we 
fetch water for you out of the rock ? " 
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Much indeed may be said in excuse. He was a 
man sorely tried, by that fickle and complaining 
people. For years he had borne their murmurings, 
and been witness of their faithless behaviour. He 
was not a man given to hard words ; of a hot, and 
hasty temper. " The man Moses was very meek/* 
we are told, — " above all the men which were upon 
the face of the earth," — and yet for this one sin 
against meekness, God's hand was laid heavily upon 
him : for that short spark of an irritable temper, 
Moses was shut out from Canaan : He saw it with 
his eyes afar, but he was not allowed to set foot on 
it. " Ye shall not bring this congregation, into the 
land which I have given them." Moses submitted 
himself to God's will, but he felt acutely the severity 
of the sentence. Twice, yea thrice, he besought the 
Lord to reverse the sentence, to take off the penalty. 
" I pray Thee let me go over, and see the good land 
that is beyond Jordan ; that goodly mountain, and 
Lebanon." But when God made clear to his 
servant that this might not be — " Let it suffice thee, 
speak no more to Me of this matter," Moses with 
true meekness acquiesced in the divine will. But 
not the less did he feel the privation, not the less did 
he allow that he felt it. " I must not go over. I 
must die in this land : the Lord thy God, He will 
go oyer before thee .... and Joshua he shall 
go over as the Lord hath said." 
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I think this repeated, and touching allusion, to his 
fault, and his punishment, greatly adds to the respect, 
and reverence, we must all feel for Moses. Who of 
us would take so patiently God's rebuke ? Who of 
us would resign ourselves to the loss of an object on 
which we had set so earnestly our hearts ? Truly 
if we take warning, as we ought to do from Moses, 
against the least departing from God's holy laws, 
we may no less take pattern from Moses, in learning 
to bear our Heavenly Father's correction, whenever 
by any form of adversity, it shall please His gracious 
goodness to visit us. 

And this I think is the great use to which we 
should put the Scripture we have heard to-day. It 
is a standing admonition to us, not to depart in the 
least jot, or tittle, from any law of God : " Ye shall 
not diminish," says the Lord, "and ye shall not ad J 
ought from what I here commanded you; all my 
statutes, and all my judgments, — each, and every 
part of them— shall ye keep ; that ye may live and 
not die : I am the Lord." That is obviously the first 
thing for us to learn and lay to heart, from what we 
read of Moses at Meribah ; and the next thing is the 
immense importance attached to temperate speech ; 
the necessity of keeping a check on temper, and not 
letting ourselves be moved, however we may be pro« 
voked, to hot and angry words. It is very noticeable 
how still our Lord was under provocation : when 
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reviled, He reviled not again ; He was never pushed 
by the taunt of His enemies to hasty, angry reply. 
You must, I am sure, have been struck in reading 
the Gospel, at repeated instances of our Lord's 
silence under deepest provocation : His very adver- 
saries were astonished at it— " Answerest Thou 
nothing? said the High Priest— What is it which 
these witness against Thee ? But Jesus held His 
peace. " Pilate said unto Him, hearest Thou not 
how many things they witness against Thee ? And 
He answered him to never a word : insomuch that 
the governor marvelled greatly." And in this He is 
our example, and we are bound to imitate Him in this 
matter of a still and patient spirit, to have control 
over our tongue, to keep silent before our tormentors, 
or if we answer at all, to give the gentle answer that 
turneth away wrath. That I take it to be for us, 
who call ourselves Christians, a foremost duty. 
There is no truer test of our progress in religion : " If 
a man offend not in word," says St. James, " the same 
is a perfect man : able also to bridle the whole body." 

The want of self-control was visited, we have 
seen,— very heavily visited, — upon Moses, and upon 
"Aaron the saint of the Lord." Because of it, 
they were shut out of Canaan. Not to them was 
the glory given to lead Israel into his inheritance. 
They died on the desert side, seeing the good land 
from afar, but not being suffered to set foot in it. 



106 0U*ctf £mtte* tip %*ck. 

For that one fault that is laid against Moses, " that 
he spake unadvisedly with his lips/' he and Aaron 
have their graves, not in the sacred soil, but on the 
rocky summit of Mount Hor, their undistinguished 
graves, for "no man knoweth of their sepulchres 
unto this day." Could anything serve so strongly 
to impress on us the admonition, " keep thy tongue 
from evil, and thy lips, that they speak no guile " ? 
"I will hold my tongue with a bridle while the 
ungodly is in my sight." Oh ! with what shame and 
self-reproach must we compare our many hasty, 
angry utterances, with that single unadvised speech 
of Moses — a speech made under great provocation. 
O ! if God dealt so severely with His selected servant, 
and punished him so sharply for that — which seems 
to us so excusable an error, where shall we stand 
in that day when all our hard speeches, all our 
taunting words against each other, all our unkind, 
all our foul words will be brought up into judgment ? 
"For by thy words" (says He who shall be our 
Judge) "by thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
by thy words thou shalt be condemned." Surely we 
should all pray, day by day, " Set a watch, O Lord, 
before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips." 
11 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be alway acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord ! 
rny strength and my Redeemer." 

Lastly, the scene at the rock at Meribah is not 
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useful as supplying us with a warning not to 

k the least of God's laws, not to allow ourselves 

e provoked to the use of hot and angry words, 

is further useful as carrying our thoughts upwards 

rlim who is the source of all our hopes, the 

rishment of our soul, the very life of our religion 

fen the Lord Jesus Christ. That Rock, out of 

zh the water flowed in such abundance, which 

sfied the thirst of the people in the wilderness, 

ch saved them from death, which followed them 

1 its health-giving waters all their journey long — 

lat Rock was Christ." The rock in the desert 

j but a type and shadow; the reality it typified 

epresented in Jesus Christ. Just as the water in 

desert kept those six hundred thousand Israelites 

re, so does the water which Christ has to give, — 

. ich He offers freely and without price to all — serve 

the comfort of unnumbered souls, to the cleansing, 

reshing and sustaining and the saving them from 

jrlasting death. " If any man thirst," saith the 

>rd, " let him come unto Me and drink.' 1 " I am 

pha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I 

11 give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of 

e water of life freely." 

Great and comforting words ! Be well assured 
•,«*at all that appertaineth to life and godliness, all 
grace, all strength, all refreshment, is to be had out 
of that never failing well. All other waters, after a 
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while, fail ; wealth, fortune, rank, pleasure, ease, a 
man may have all these, and yet not be happy — 
happy for any length of time, whosoever drinketh of 
these waters " shall thirst again," " but whosoever 
drinketh of the water that " Christ has to give him, 
shall never thirst : he shall have secure and lasting 
happiness ; for the water that Christ can give, " shall 
be in him " as " a well of water springing up unto 
everlasting life." 



SERMON XII. 



BALAAM. 
Ci)irtt 6untta£ after Carter. 



Numbers xxii 18: 

"If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more." 

We have read again to-day one of the most remark- 
able narratives of the Old Testament, the history of 
Balaam — the man whom Balak, king of Moab, in 
his terror, had sent for to curse the Israelites, who 
had pitched in large numbers on the border of his 
land ; and who, instead of cursing, blessed them three 
times. I purpose to set the character of this man 
as clearly as I can before you, and to draw from it 
one or two points of instruction, profitable, I trust, 
for our learning. 
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Now when we first hear of Balaam, it is as of a 
man of enlightenment, and famous for divine insight 
— " whose eyes were open " — who saw visions and 
received revelations from God. So great was his 
reputation for religion, that the heathen king of 
Moab thought that if he could only secure the presence 
of Balaam in Moab, and get him to denounce woes 
upon the Israelites, he should undoubtedly prevail 
and drive them out. " Come now therefore, I pray 
thee, curse me this people ; for they are too mighty 
for me : peradventure I shall prevail, that we may 
smite them ; for I wot that he whom thou blessest is 
blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed." 

Balaam, who had no scruple himself, dare not go 
without consulting God ; and on consulting God, he 
got a clear order not to go. " Thou shalt not go 
with them : thou shalt not curse the people, for they 
are blessed." Accordingly in the morning, he gave 
his answer to the messengers of Balak. " Get you 
into your land ; for the Lord refuseth to let me go 
with you." But Balak would not give up his purpose. 
Perhaps he knew Balaam better than Balaam knew 
himself, for he sent a second embassy, ''princes 
more honourable," with promises of great reward. 
Balaam was much moved : his heart was set on the 
rewards, yet he dared not go against God's express 
forbidding. " If Balak " (it sounds a fine and noble 
answer), " If Balak would give me his house full of 
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silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lord my God, to do less or more." It was a brave 
answer, but it was spoilt by what he added : " Tarry 
ye here this night, that I may know what the Lord 
will say unto me more." As if God were likely to 
change His mind. As if God had not, as clearly as 
words could speak, forbidden him. * Well ! that 
" Tarry " was a clear tampering with the voice of 
God ; that was a trial or tempting of God : and 
like all such false ways, it led to harm. God answered 
Balaam according to his wish. He let him have the 
desire of his evil heart. He allowed him to go with 
the messengers of Balak ; but it was with the proviso, 
that when he got into Balak's country, he should 
confine himself to speaking as God might direct. 
" The word that I shall say, that shalt thou do." 

Accordingly, on the morrow, Balaam was ready 
to go with Balak's messengers : " He rose up and 
saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab." 
And as he went he had a further intimation that he 
was going against God's will. " The Angel of the 
Lord stood in the way for an adversary against him." 
Three times was that interruption made, and at the 
third time, " The Lord opened the eyes of Balaam : 
and he saw," (what the poor brute on which he rode 
had seen all along), " the Angel of the Lord standing 
in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand : and 
he bowed down his head and fell flat on his face." 
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Yes, conscience, which he had attempted to smother, 
at last asserted her right, and rose np like an armed 
Angel to turn him from his perverse way. He offered 
to go back. " If it displease Thee," he said, in his 
address to the Almighty, i( I will get me back again." 

God, however, let him pursue his way, with the 
injunction, " only the word that I shall speak unto 
thee, that shalt thou speak." And the history tells 
us with what result. Balak took Balaam and brought 
him up to the high places : Shewed him the Israel- 
ites, encamped by thousands in the valley below. 
And Balaam offered sacrifices, and enquired of the 
Lord. Again and again this was done, but no leave 
was given to Balaam to do as Balak had desired. 
Instead of cursing, Balaam was constrained to bless, 
and not to curse God's people, Israel. Nay, his 
better feelings prevailed at the sight of the encamp- 
ment : the six hundred thousand who had come out 
of Egypt, all under canvas spread out in order in the 
valley, he broke forth into hearty admiration, and 
prophesied — truly prophesied of the future glories 
of Israel : " How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles, O Israel ! As the valleys are they 
spread forth, as gardens by the river-side, as the 
trees of lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, as 
cedar trees beside the water," " I shall see him, but 
not now : I shall behold him, but not nigh : there 
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 
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rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of 
Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth." 
" Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number 
of the fourth part of Israel ? Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end be like his !" 

But this high feeling does not last. Balaam, 
though he would not curse Israel, and so missed the 
reward of Balak,yet went about in a secret underhand 
way, to earn the coveted reward. He instructed 
Balak (we learn from the Jewish historian, Josephus) 
to tempt the Israelites, (through intercourse with 
the heathen women of Moab) into idolatry. " Israel 
joined himself to Baal-Peor" — says the Psalmist — 
" and ate the offerings of the dead : " and thus pro- 
voked God to anger, to destroy them with a great 
destruction. A plague was sent in which twenty-four 
thousand of the people died. "Then stood up 
Phinees and prayed, and so the plague ceased." In 
the avenging that followed, the inflicting of punish- 
ment on the Midianites, " Balaam, the son of Beor, 
was slain with the sword." That was the end of 
Balaam : he perished by the sword of the Israelites. 
He met his death at the hand of the people whom 
he had betrayed into sin. We feel no pity for him, 
we see in it the just reward of evil deeds : one of the 
thousand examples, that sin does not go unpunished ; 
that as a man sows so does he reap : that sooner or 
later vengeance overtakes the transgressor, that it is 

H 
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as Holy Scripture declares it to be. " The wicked- 
ness of the wicked be upon him, and righteousness 
of the righteous upon him." 

And now let us point out two chief lessons that 
there are for ourselves in Balaam's history. The 
first is to beware of tampering with conscience. 
Conscience is God's own voice, which speaks in the 
heart of everyone who is not wholly depraved, given 
over to an evil mind. Conscience is that still, small, 
but most distinct whisper of the Holy Spirit, which, 
if we will hear, will save us from many a fall— keep 
us from falling over when we are on the very brink 
of a precipice. Conscience stops a man when he is 
tempted of evil ; moved by some strong passion to 
do an unlawful thing — for example, to steal, to give 
way to some carnal sin, to lie, or to cheat. Conscience 
in such moments stands in the way for an adversary, 
flashes before us some great word of God, forbidding 
us to do what we were bent on doing. " Thou shalt 
not do it." " How can I do this great wickedness 
and sin against my God ? " Well for us if we do 
not struggle with that Angel adversary : well for us 
if at the sight of his glittering sword, we bow down 
and submit, and say as Balaam did, " I have sinned." 
I will go no further in this matter. " I will get me 
back again." Yes ! it is well with those who, (God 
helping them), have respect to the dictates of con- 
science. It is the best safeguard against all sort of 
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evil. I cannot too earnestly insist upon this ; I see 
daily, cases where a man's whole peace of mind is 
lost, his character gone, his prosperity blighted, all 
from this — from neglecting the still small voice of 
conscience. I would if I might, help you to preserve 
this security for your happiness undiminished, and, 
therefore I say it again, beware of tampering with 
conscience. When you feel in your heart that your 
course of action is a wrong course, let nothing pre- 
vail on you to follow it ; you may see your way to 
getting your heart's desire, or the gratifying of your 
eye's lust, if you will only turn a deaf ear to the 
inward monitor ; but believe me the pleasure, the 
gain, the gratification, will be dearly, very dearly 
bought, at the expense of a violated conscience, 
bought at the expense of lessening, and it may be 
losing altogether ; the " light of truth," which God 
has lighted in our hearts, to guide our feet aright 
through the mazes and perplexities of this evil 
world. Cherish that light while yet it is bright and 
burning : trim it ever afresh with the oil of prayer 
and watchfulness. In all questions of doubt and 
difficulty use yourselves to consult the living oracle, 
the Tabernacle of witness which God has set within 
you, and however enticing the bait may be by which 
Satan, or Satan's agents, the world, and the flesh 
would seduce you — seek to lead you astray. How- 
ever great the promises that Balak may make of 
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earthly honour and reward, put it back with a reso- 
lute hand and steadfast denial ; " If Balak would 
give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or 
more." 

Another great lesson which we may and ought to 
learn from what we have heard of Balaam is, how vain 
are good wishes when separated from good actions. 

Balaam's famous wish, " Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his," is 
a wish that finds an echo in every heart. Who of 
you, dear brethren, does not desire such a death for 
himself? Who will not say, "let me die the death 
of the righteous ? " To die any other death— to die 
the death of the unrighteous, to die the death of the 
scoffer, or the death of the unprepared — to die with- 
out being at peace with God through Jesus Christ, 
to die with no hope, to be cut off in our sins, no 
acknowledgment made of our past sins, no com- 
fortable assurance of God's mercy for the penitent, 
no words of peace, no sight of Canaan, no promise 
of good things to come, to lean upon ; to die, I say, 
the unrighteous man, the irreligious man, the unre- 
pentant man's death ; does it not seem of all things 
that we ever imagine, the most terrible ? When we 
realize to ourselves such an end, do we not instinc- 
tively pray that it may not be our own ? Do we not 
say within ourselves, Good Lord, deliver me from 
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such an end ? Lord, let me die the death of Thy 
servant, the righteous man's death. 

Yes ! it is but natural, it is but right, that we 
should so pray and wish, but we must do more than 
wish and pray, or else the wish in itself will profit 
us nothing — profit us no more than it profited 
Balaam, for in spite of his good and pious wish, he 
died a miserable and untimely death. To have our 
wish fulfilled, we must first live (God helping us) the 
life of His servant, live as those who have been 
redeemed of the Lord ; live soberly, live righteously, 
live Godly ; walk in all His statutes and ordinances, 
live in His faith and fear. 

Let that be our life, and then death, come when 
it may, will not separate us from the love of our 
God. He will be with us in our passage through the 
dark valley ; " His rod and staff will comfort us." 
And this painful life ended, we shall dwell with Him 
in life everlasting, in the House of God for ever ! 

" Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, even 
so saith the Spirit." You know the solemn words, 
and in what service of the church they occur. They 
are true words. Blessed, most blessed are the dead 
who so die, who die in the Lord. But such a death, 
do remember this, such a blessed death is not what 
falls to every man. It must be preceded by a life 
" in the Lord." 

Then, again I say it, trust not to mere good wishes , 
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or to utterance of warm, excited feelings, to secure 
to yourselves a truly happy, a truly blessed death. 
"Awake to righteousness and sin not," " the sting of 
death is sin," sin never forsaken, never repented 
of, persisted in to the end. Till that sting be done 
away, there can be no peace, no good ground of 
hope for the dying man You know how alone that 
sting can be removed, you say with me " thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

Then if you would have peace, and not terror and 
dismay of soul, have always a lively faith in God's 
mercy through Christ, and let that lively faith be 
proved, by following Jesus in the way. Trust to His 
atoning sacrifice, and walk (as far as you are able) 
walk in the blessed steps of His most holy life. Set 
the Lord always before your face. Hearken to His 
voice — the voice which speaks in every written word 
of His that is recorded in the Gospel. And the 
voice which speaks in your conscience, God's writ- 
ing in your hearts. Follow that voice of the Lord 
God ; undeterred by any offer of pleasure, or of 
present gain. Follow that true guide, and it will not 
lead you wrong. If He abide with you, and His 
words abide in you, you will live innocently and die 
happily. " The peace of God," the sunshine of the 
soul, "that passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds, through Christ Jesus." 



SERMON XIII. 



RUTH, THE MO A BITE S^. 



Book of Ruth ii. 17. 

" So they gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had 
gleaned : and it was about an ephah of barley/' 

The person of whom this is said was Ruth — Ruth 
the Moabitess, the good dutiful daughter-in-law of 
Naomi. Her story is told in full in the book of the 
Bible that bears her name : and which, it is supposed, 
was written by the prophet Samuel, or, as others 
maintain, by Ezra. It comes, as you know, next in 
order to the Book of Judges : and it connects the 
history of Israel under the Judges with the history 
of Israel under Kings. It contains the touching life 
of Israel's great King David's ancestress, Ruth, who 
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was the mother of Obed, the father of Jesse, and the 
grandfather of David — and it is not only of great 
interest on that account, but further, for the story of 
Ruth herself, in which it has been remarked we 
have a beautiful witness of God's mercy towards the 
afflicted, the fatherless, and the widow, and also an 
example good for all time of the reward that awaits 
filial piety. 

One other use there is for us in this history, and 
that is why I speak of her to-day : Ruth was a 
gleaner, she got her bread by gleaning, " she gleaned 
in the field until even, and beat out that she had 
gleaned : and it was about an ephah of barley." 
You will easily see why, at this moment, I choose 
her story for the subject of a few remarks, why it is 
appropriate at this particular season when on a week 
day we see in our own fields young and old, women 
and children, occupied as Ruth once was, gathering 
up ear by ear the yet remaining fragments of the 
harvest. 

There is, as I shall hope to make plain, much 
useful instruction for us in the history of this early 
gleaner, Ruth, in the circumstances under which she 
was a gleaner, and in the use she made of her 
gleaning. 

And, first, let me give you a short sketch of 
Ruth's history, gathered out of the book called by 
her name in the Bible. 
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In the days of the Judges, a certain man named 
Elimelech, with his wife Naomi, and his two sons, 
went from Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, on 
account of famine, into the country of Moab, and 
continued there. Elimelech died, and Naomi was 
left a widow with her two sons. These men when 
grown up married two women of the land: the 
name of the one was Orpah, the name of the other 
Ruth. After a while both the husbands died, and 
Naomi was left without husband or sons, with her 
two daughters-in-law. She had heard in that strange 
land that God had visited His people in giving them 
bread. And she determined to return to her old 
home in Bethlehem — to return herself alone. She 
thought it unreasonable that her daughters-in-law 
should go with her, and bade them an affectionate 
farewell, besought them both to remain in Moab, 
where they were known, and where they had friends, 
and not accompany her, now forlorn and desolate, 
back into the land of the Jews. Orpah yielded to 
Naomi's advice, kissed her mother-in-law, and parted 
from her, and went back to Moab ; but Ruth clave 
unto her and, though Naomi still urged her to go 
brick, persisted in following her fortunes to the end. 
i% Intreat me not to leave thee," she said, " or 
to return from following after thee ; for whither 
thou goest, I will go : and where thou lodgest I will 
lodge : thy people shall be my people ; and thy God 
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my God : where thou diest will I die, and there will 
I be buried ; the Lord do so to me and more also, 
if aught but death part thee and me." Well, Ruth 
came back with Naomi into the land of Judah, and 
when they got there it was harvest time. They were 
penniless and friendless, and had to look out for a 
means of earning their daily bread. Ruth therefore 
proposed that she should go and glean, " Let me 
now go to the field," she said, (i and glean ears of 
corn, after him in whose sight I shall find grace ;" 
and Naomi said, " Go, my daughter." Now Ruth's 
hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech, the late 
husband of Naomi, and therefore a kinsman of 
Ruth's husband, Mahlon. Boaz is described as " a 
mighty man of wealth," descended from the Patriarch 
Judah. He was not only rich, but he was liberal 
and courteous in his dealings with his own servants, 
witness his salutation to the reapers, " The Lord 
be with you," and kind and pitiful in his dealings 
with the stranger, Ruth, who had gone to glean in 
his field. He first asked who she was ? and finding 
it was Ruth, the Moabitess, who had come back 
with Naomi, he addressed her like a father. " Hearest 
thou not, my daughter, go not to glean in another 
field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by 
my maidens ;. . . have I not charged the young men 
that they shall not touch thee ? and when thou art 
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athirst go unto the vessels, and drink of that which 
the young men have drawn/* " It hath fully been 
shewed me all that thou hast done unto thy mother- 
in-law, since the death of thy husband, and how thou 
hast left thy father, and thy mother, and the land of 
thy Nativity, and art come unto a people that thou 
knewest not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God 
of Israel ; under whose wings thou art come to trust." 
And God did abundantly reward Ruth, as we shall 
see. Moreover, Boaz commanded his young men to 
let Ruth glean among the sheaves unrebuked, and even 
to let fall somehandfuls of purpose, and leave them for 
her to glean, by which means she soon filled her bag ; 
and when she went home at evenfall to her mother- 
in-law, and measured out the corn, lo ! it was about 
an ephah, that is a stone of barley. So that Naomi, 
in glad surprise, exclaimed, " Where hast thou 
gleaned to-day, and where wroughtest thou ? 
Blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee." 

The end of it was that Boaz married Ruth. By 
the law of Israel, the nearest unmarried kinsman 
was bound to marry the widow of any one who died 
childless, in order that the family might not quite 
die out, and cease to be in Israel. In the present 
instance there was an inheritance of land in the 
family that was to be bought by the same person who 
married the widow — the widow and the land went 
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together— and the nearest of kin declined to become 
the purchaser ; the next nearest was Boaz, who at 
once accepted the duty thus by God's Providence 
brought close to him. He purchased the land, all 
that was Mahlon's and Chilion's, took Ruth, the 
widowed Moabitess, to wife, and what he did, and 
the handsome way in which he did it, called forth 
the hearty congratulations of all his townsmen, " All 
the people," we read, " that were in the gate, and 
the elders said, The Lord make the woman that is 
come into thine house like Rachel, and like Leah, 
which two did build the house of Israel : and do 
thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth- 
lehem." 

And so it came to pass God gave to Boaz and 
Ruth a son, who was named Obed : he was the 
father of Jesse, who was the father of David, the 
sweet Psalmist and King of Israel, and from David 
in due course sprang the Hope of the world. From 
David's house and lineage was born her who was in 
the fulness of time the Mother of our Lord. 

And now, having touched on the many points in 
the history of Ruth, let me mark what seems to be 
the most adapted for our own edification. And first 
of all we are surely concerned to notice the good 
providence of God, illustrated in the story of Ruth 
and Naomi. We are shewn here how true is that 
verse of the Psalms, " He is the father of the father- 
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less and the God of the widow." He never faileth 
those that trust in Him. Who was more forlorn 
than Naomi when she set out, penniless and a 
widow, both her sons dead, to return into the land 
of Judah ? Adversity had stripped her of all but a 
good heart, that remained with her, and bore her 
up in the deepest of her extremity — and so it often 
is, oftener than the thoughtless suppose : they who 
put their trust in God, who keep firmly to Him in all 
trouble and affliction, do, as a matter of experience, 
find it true, that they are sustained and supported 
in a wonderful manner in all their trials. There 
may be much that is hard to bear, poverty, loneli- 
ness, anxious care as to how they are to live, the loss 
of those on whom they leaned, on whom they re- 
lied, for their support and comfort ; but amid all this 
trial God's love comes to their relief ; He finds the 
widow friends, He finds the oppressed and solitary 
a Ruth to stay by them, a Boaz to see that they 
have their rights. His mercy and kindness open 
out unexpected light for them in the darkest 
hour. He is a never-failing Helper in the time of 
trouble. 

Again, let us notice from this history the blessing 
which waits upon piety for those who are kind, 
and affectionate, and helpful in their homes. Let 
us notice in Ruth, I say, the reward of daughterly 
affection and dutifulness. Had she gone back, as 
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her sister Orpah did, when Naomi gave her the 
choice of returning, even pressed her to go back, 
she would never have left that memorial of herself 
which will last while time lasts — the book of Ruth 
in our Bible. She would never have married Boaz, 
nor become by so doing the ancestress of the Messiah. 
All this came to pass step by step as the reward of 
daughterly piety. Would that the young women 
now present would think often of Ruth's story ! 
Would that they might learn by what happened to 
her how beautiful in God's sight is a dutiful and 
affectionate child ! Ruth was but a daughter-in-law ; 
yet she acted the part of a real daughter to the 
widowed and childless Naomi. She clave to her in 
her trouble ; she worked for her in her poverty ; she 
comforted her in her solitude by her sweet com- 
panionship, dwelling with her in the same house 
and sharing with her all she earned. And Ruth has 
been recompensed ; rewarded even on earth ; and 
her example teaches that the first of human duties 
is to shew piety at home, and to requite those who 
stand to us as parents. 

Yes, and she is an example of another great 
quality. How beautiful in God's sight, as in the 
sight of man, is maidenly modesty, purity, steadiness 
of conduct. She spent, as we know, many days 
gleaning in the harvest field : never in all those days 
did she say or do ought that might cause shame. 
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She kept fast by the other maidens, who were 
gleaning in the same field, — the maidens of Boaz — 
unto the end of barley harvest and wheat harvest. 
She was never found straying, and she dwelt with 
her mother-in-law. 

There we have an example which a maiden of the 
present day may be invited to follow. Such a one, 
if she go to glean, wiH go forth from her home as 
Ruth did, bent only on the work that is before her, 
that of gathering the dropped ears of corn ; she will 
take care neither to give or cause offence in the 
harvest field, by any act that would be unbecoming 
a Christian; above all, she will go forth fortified 
with prayer, with the words of our well-known 
collect, the collect for grace, on her lips, " Defend 
us, O Lord, this day with Thy mighty power ; and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger ; but that all our doings 
may be ordered by Thy governance, to do always 
that is righteous in Thy sight." 

Once more, " Where hast thou gleaned to-day ?" 
This question opens out into a far wider meaning 
when we look at its spiritual instruction. It is a 
question that coming out of a Christian man's 
mouth applies to many things beside that of 
gathering up the ears of corn. Where hast thou 
gleaned to-day ? may be asked, and ought to be 
asked, by each of us of his own soul, in respect to 
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his way of spending the Sabbath, and asked at the 
close of every Sunday. 

Lastly, let us notice the diligence of Ruth. She 
gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that' 
she gleaned, and it was about an Ephah (8 gallons) 
of barley, a good day's work, bringing with it a good 
recompense of reward. There is a pattern, not 
only for the gleaner in a literal sense, — the gleaner 
of ears of corn — but for us all. Ruth invites us to 
use all diligence to make our calling and election 
sure. She by what she did in the plot of ground at 
Bethlehem shows us what our work should be in 
this world. To glean, to gather up, here a little, 
and there a little, of those great Christian qualities 
which go to make a character that God will accept. 
" She gleaned in the field until even." All through 
the heat of the Eastern day, she stooped to her 
task, and added to her store ; and when the shadows 
of even fell upon the field, her task was done, but 
her labours had not been in vain. She " beat out that 
she had gleaned and it was about an Ephah of barley." 
What a parable of the Christian life ! O ! take it 
and weigh it well. God has set us in His field, the 
world, and set us there to glean, to gather up as we 
are able the precious seed. He has given us but 
twelve hours for our task, a short space in which to 
gather wisdom, in which to put on the mind and 
temper of a Christian. O ! then, while it is yet day 



&utf), tije fftoabitt**. 129 

with us, let us be on the alert. Giving all diligence, 
let us add to our faith virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, Godliness ; 
and to Godliness, brotherly kindness ; and to 
brotherly kindness, charity. There is much for us 
to glean, much for every one of us to do, to approve 
ourselves to God, and the time is short. Soon, 
very soon, will our feet stumble in the darkening 
field, soon will the eye fail to see, and the hand to 
pick up the precious grain. O then I beseech you 
glean strenuously, while it is day; pass not by a 
single opportunity; put to full use every present 
privilege, your Sabbaths, your Bible, your means 
and opportunities of grace, for so shall you have 
something to shew at eventide, in token that your 
life has not been wholly barren and unprofitable; 
some ripened Christian grace, fit to store in God's 
garner ; some fruit unto life eternal. 



SERMON XIV. 



THE CHILDHOOD OF SAMUEL. 



i Samuel ii. 21. 
"And the child Samuel grew before the Lord." 

Also 1 Samuel ii. 26. 

"And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the 
Lord, and also with men." 

Early growth in grace and knowledge, the training 
up of a child from its first years in the way he should 
go, and in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and in 
the praise of His holy Name : this is the great lesson 
which is brought before us in my text, brought 
before us and exemplified in the early life of Samuel, 
Year by year our Church sets before us on this third 
Sunday after Trinity that loveable pattern of early 
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piety, and bids us look upon it, and learn from it and 
see in it what is acceptable with God. 

And, first, let me recall to you who Samuel was : 
he was the child of Hannah, and given to her after 
she had long been barren, in answer to her fervent 
prayer. 

His very name, " Samuel," which means " the 
asked of God," reminds us of this, it will remind us 
further of Samuel's own piety. He was — as we shall 
see, a man of prayer, continually asking of God, 
continually receiving tokens that God heard him. In 
the ninety-ninth Psalm, where Samuel is singled out 
for the frequency and success of his prayers, " Moses 
and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel amongst 
such as called upon His Name; these called upon the 
Lord, and He heard them." 

Quite from his birth Samuel's mother dedicated 
him to God's service, " she lent him to the Lord." 
She took him up to the Temple, and entrusted him 
to the care of God's high priest, Eli, to be brought 
up from his tenderest years in the service and worship 
of Jehovah, and it was here, while yet a little child, 
waiting upon God in such offices as a child could do, 
that the chapter we have read this afternoon takes 
up his story. 

The opening words are full of interest : " And the 
child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli ;" 
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what a picture does this give of early piety ! a pic- 
ture of (I fear) a most unusual childhood. We see 
Samuel, then a little boy, going quietly but steadily 
about the great business of serving God— serving 
God with child service, and earning favour with the 
people, for it is said, Samuel grew before the Lord, 
and again, Samuel grew on, "and was in favour both 
with the Lord and with men." 

How should we wish this were more often the 
case ! What could we desire so much for our child- 
ren as that they should mind religion while quite 
young, that they should grow before the Lord, that 
they should grow in favour with the Lord and with 
men ! People speak of being converted, and pray to be 
converted; but surely a far higher blessing is that 
which is set before us, when we read how Samuel, 
as the blessed Saviour Himself, increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour both with God and 
man. Yes ! we must all wish for our children 
that they may have this security for their after 
welfare — an early knowledge of God — and this 
can only be the case when pains are taken in 
our several homes to instruct our children in 
religion, and to speak to them about God and our 
dear Lord Jesus Christ, and to teach them words of 
prayer, and to pray ourselves with them, and for 
them, and do all that in us lies to carry out the 
promises made at their baptism, of bringing them up 
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virtuously to lead a godly and Christian life, regarding 
them always as sacred to Him, vessels made to 
honour, meet and prepared for the Master's use. 
They who do this — who train their young children 
well, — religiously and virtuously, from quite tender 
years, have taken the best steps for their present and 
for their eternal happiness. A well-instructed, and 
religiously-trained child generally grows up to be a 
good man, a blessing to its parents ; and if it 
please God that it should not grow up, if the 
religious child be taken away in its childhood, that 
too is well ! 

There are better things than length of days, better 
happiness than aught this world can give us, " Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him." The best 
happiness of all is to be safe in God's kingdom, where 
Satan cannot touch us, where there is no more sin, 
no more sorrow, no more struggle with a corrupt 
nature, no more crying, no more death I But 
observe, further, how God communicated with the 
child Samuel. There was a little chamber in the 
tent at Shiloh, near to where the sacred ark was 
placed, in which the child was used to sleep, and to 
him when laid down there, came the first direct 
summons from God ; three several times did the 
Lord call Samuel by name : and at each call the 
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child ran to Eli, believing that it was his voice. Eli 
old in years, old in religious experience, soon 
perceived whence the call came; he instructed 
Samuel how to answer, and so when the voice again 
was heard, when the Lord came and stood, and 
called as at other times, " Samuel ! Samuel !" 
Samuel answered, " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth." And what did God say to Samuel ? He 
revealed to him the destruction of Eli's house. " I 
will do a thing in Israel at which both the ears of 
every one that heareth it shall tingle." "I will 
perform against Eli all things which I have spoken 
concerning his house : when I begin I will also make 
an end, for I have told him that I will judge his 
house for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth, 
because his sons made themselves vile and he 
restrained them not." 

It was a terrible message for the young child to 
have to deliver, but Samuel, though loth, told it 
" every whit." And Eli, stunned as he must have 
been, yet accepted God's decree with instant resig- 
nation. . " It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth 
Him good." With Eli's resignation we are not con- 
cerned to-day, it is on Samuel, and Samuel as a 
religious child, that I desire to fix your attention. 
There are parents here who must have noticed what 
comes of a child, who is not virtuously and religiously 
brought up, — never learns prayer, is seldom at 
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Church. As we get on in life we have larger 
experience, c What must we all be agreed upon ? A 
child not religiously brought up, not controlled early, 
is for the most part beyond control when he is older. 
Do we not see homes made miserable ? v Grey hairs 
brought down with sorrow to the grave by the mis- 
conduct of children ? And is not that misconduct 
traceable almost in every case to the neglect of 
parents ? To their letting their children go unre- 
strained, uninstructed, uncorrected ? I fear this is 
even so — parents are very touchy about their child- 
ren, and it is generally a thankless office to point out 
to a parent the faults of a child ; but parents cannot 
hide from themselves the truth ; that when a child 
goes wrong, the fault lies at their own door. The 
child "made itself vile, and they restrained him 
not." 

The warning against such folly, such cruelty, is 
that which God gives the sons of Eli, they were let to 
go unchecked in boyhood, they became past govern- 
ing as they grew older, and the result was that they 
came to an untimely end, punished, both of them, in 
one day : and by their death, caused the death of 
their aged father, who could not survive the ruin of 
his house. Oh ! that the warning were more heeded ! 
Oh ! that God would write on all parents' hearts the 
lesson that He sends to us in Eli's sons, which is 
this; "Chastise thy son while there is hope," 
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" Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest." Yea, 
bring him up betimes in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. Human nature is the same now as it 
was in Eli's day — prone to evil, wayward, subject to 
passion, greatly needing guidance, greatly needing 
careful and thoughtful correction. " The child is 
father to the man," the well-trained child turns out 
a good and useful man ; the child left to himself 
" bringeth his parents to shame," and bringeth 
misery upon himself. It is for him — for the poor 
child— that I plead when I beg of all parents not to 
spoil their children. No cruelty is so great as that ; 
talk of cruelty of correction, alas I the cruelest of all 
cruel parents, is he who passeth over the child's 
faults, sees his children make themselves vile, and 
yet restraineth them not. 

Once more, the child Samuel grew on, and was in 
favour both with the Lord and also with men. Often 
recur to that, you who have the charge of children. 
Remember it is their early growth in grace that we 
should seek for our children ; do not suffer them, I 
beg of you, to run wild in youth, trusting to their 
conversion in after years, such conversion, such late 
turning is not to be reckoned on ; and even where it 
does happen, happens only after a man has lost 
many precious years, and been defiled by many 
grievous sins. Try ! I would say to all parents 
Try to spare your children such defilement, try 
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and preserve them all their lives what they are made 
at their baptism — God-children — and that you may so 
preserve them, fence them round from harm in their 
home life, from seeing and hearing what is bad. That 
parent is greatly to be blamed who allows himself to 
say any word, or do any act in the presence of a 
child, which might possibly tend to corrupt it, even 
among the heathen the utmost reverence was paid 
to innocent youth. And then, beside this, have a 
care to train aright a child's conscience. Impress 
them early with the thought that God sees them, is 
about their bed, and about their path, and spieth out 
all their ways. Learn them to hear God's voice 
betimes, to obey His movement in their souls. In- 
stead of laughing at a child, as I have known some 
foolish parents do, for being over scrupulous, we 
should do all we can to make them of quick under- 
standing in the fear of the Lord, ready to catch the 
least hint of His will, and prompt to obey it. Add 
to this an habit of prayer : pray God daily, to be 
your own and your children's Guide ; pray Him to 
lead them forth by the right way ; pray Him to keep 
them from falling, and when they have fallen, to 
raise them up, " to set their feet " once more 
" upon the Rock, and to order their going ;*' do 
this as you are in duty bound, and you will then 
have done what you could to gain for your children 
happiness in this world and in the world to come. 
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And having thus done what you could to further 
their growth in grace and holiness, you may look 
hopefully to their future, and if God spare you, 
may see realized in your own homes this beautiful 
picture, — "The child grew on, and was in favour 
with the Lord, and also with men." 



SERMON XV. 



JONATHAN, THE TRUE FRIEND. 



ti. Samuel, r. 26. 

"I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : very pleasant hast thou 
been unto me : thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of womea." 



These words are part of that "lament" of David's 
over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan, which we 
have heard as the first lesson for the Sixth Sunday 
after Trinity. The whole of the lament, consisting 
as it does of only ten verses, is memorable as a piece 
of the highest lyrical poetry. There is nothing in 
the greatest works of Greek or Roman, more beau- 
tiful, more touching, more full of the fire of real 
genius. You all remember the occasion of that 
lament. 
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David had returned from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites, and was abiding two days at Ziklag, and 
there he was accosted by a man out of Saul's army ; 
with rent clothes, and earth upon his head, who 
brought the tidings of the death of Saul, and Jona- 
than in battle. - Moreover, to gain credit for his 
word, he presented David with the crown that was 
on Saul's head, and the bracelet he wore on his arm, 
which crown and bracelet, he (the messenger) had 
meanly taken from the dead body of the King. To 
enhance, as he foolishly thought, the reward of his 
news, and gain favour with David, the man falsely 
accused himself, of having put the finishing stroke to 
the wounded King at his request, by which falsehood 
he lost, as you know, his own life. "How," said 
David in anger, "wast thou not afraid, to stretch 
forth thy hand, to destroy the Lord's anointed," and 
he "called one of the young men, and said, go near, 
and fall upon him ; and he smote him that he died." 

After thus avenging as far as he could the death of 
Saul on the man who had said that he had slain him, 
thereby testifying to the respect for Saul's high office, 
the "dignity," (almost divinity) "that men heap 
round a King," David composed and sang the 
famous ode, which is preserved in the first chapter 
of the second book of Samuel, a song which will 
hand down to all after ages the loveliness of Jona- 
than's character, and witness to the strength of a 
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friendship between him and David, which has never 
been surpassed; rarely equalled among men. 

"The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high 
places: how are the mighty fallen! Tell it not in 
Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest 
the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the 
daughters of the uncircumcised triumph." Then he 
goes on to describe the brave deeds of Saul and 
Jonathan. " From the blood of the slain, from the 
fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not 
back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty. 
Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were not divided : they 
were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than 
lions." He appeals to the women of the land to add 
their tears to the national sorrow. " Ye daughters of 
Israel, weep for Saul! who clothed you in scarlet," — 
"who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel," 
and then after thus extolling Saul in lofty words, and 
claiming the dues of sorrow for him as a great warrior 
king who had enriched the nation, he goes on to 
speak more particularly of Jonathan, his friend, and 
you will note how the strain changes, and the song 
at its close has a note of most tender and true 
sadness. 

" O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 
I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : very 
pleasant hast thou been to me: thy love to me was 



i42 Stanatyan, ti)t Crue dfritntt. 

wonderful, passing the love of women ! " Let us 
ponder this morning, I trust to our profit, on the 
character of Jonathan, whose death drew the notes 
of tender genuine anguish from the heart of the in- 
spired Psalmist. 

Jonathan was the son of Saul, his eldest son, and 
by natural order next to him in succession to the 
throne of Israel; he was a man too like David himself, 
of great personal courage; there was not a braver 
man in the kingdom, and as he was a man of courage, 
so he was a man of faith. We have an instance of his 
bravery in the marked fact of Jonathan and his 
armour-bearer going alone by their two selves un- 
known to the rest of the army to attack the garrison 
of the Philistines, whom they put to rout ; and 
having slain about twenty men, the rout became a 
panic, and before the end of the day, the entire host 
of the Philistines was broken up and dispersed. And 
as he was a man of courage, so he was a man of 
faith ; he did not go in his own strength against the 
Philistines; he went in reliance on God's help. His 
trust in God is fully shown by the words in which 
he made known his purpose to his armour-bearer, 
" Come, let us go over unto the garrison of these un- 
circumcised : it may be that the Lord will work for 
us, for there is no restraint in the Lord to save by 
many or by few." Here then were two great qualities 
combined in Jonathan, courage and faith. With such 
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qualities, who could be more fit to succeed to the 
Sceptre of Israel ? And yet Jonathan waived all claim 
on behalf of the man whom he loved ; he recognised, 
we may think, in David, qualities for rule greater 
than his own ; without a particle of envy he stood 
aside, to make way for David even as John the Bap- 
tist did for Our Lord, and was prepared, had he 
out-lived his father, to accept David as his King. 

"Thou," he said, "Thou shalt be King: and I 
shall be next unto thee." This surely bespeaks a most 
rare excellence in Jonathan, this readiness to take a 
lower place than was his natural due : to see without 
a particle of envy one whom he could have crushed, 
raised up to be his master. I say it argues a most rare 
excellence, that true humility of soul which is content 
"to take the lower place," and which is commended 
by our Lord in the Gospel. 

This yielding of the first place to David by Jona- 
than will necessarily be connected in our mind with 
the friendship that was between them, and which 
has coupled their names together for ever in Scripture. 

"The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of 
David," "And Jonathan loved David as his own 
soul." "And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe 
that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to 
his girdle." Could we have a stronger and more 
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beautiful evidence of Jonathan's feelings towards 
David, "he loved him as his own soul." He parted 
with those personal adornments which, seeing the 
wearer was the King's son, would be the best of their 
kind, "the robe he had upon him, the armour he 
carried, the girdle wherewith he was girded, and 
bestowed them on David," 

And this was only the outward token of the friend- 
ship between them. The love of Jonathan to David 
was seen in the care that Jonathan had for David's 
life. In the courage with which he pleaded his cause 
before the enraged Saul, for when Saul in his jealous 
fury, gave orders to all his servants that they should 
kill David, Jonathan dared to speak good of David 
to his father, and said unto him, "Let not the King 
sin against his servant, against David; because he 
hath not sinned against thee, and because his works 
to thee-ward have been very good." "And Saul 
hearkened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul sware, 
as the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain." Later on 
hearing of the temper of his father, and his deter- 
mination to kill David, Jonathan again stood forward 
as in time past to shield him — "wherefore," he said, 
"shall he be slain? what hath he done?" and this 
so exasperated the King, that he cast a javelin at 
Jonathan, to smite him, "whereby," says the word, 
"Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father 
to slay David, and as had been agreed upon he 
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acquainted David with Saul's hostile intentions to- 
wards him. 

The interview between the two friends, told in a 
few touching verses, took place in a field where 
David was concealed waiting for tidings from Jona- 
than. And as soon as the lad was gone — the lad 
who had gathered up the arrows which Jonathan 
had shot as a signal for David— David arose out of 
a place toward the south, and fell on his face to the 
ground, and bowed himself three times ; and they 
kissed one another, and wept one with another, 
until David exceeded. And Jonathan said to David, 
go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us 
in the name of the Lord, saying, the Lord be between 
me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for 
ever. So they parted to meet only once more in 
this world. That last interview was at Ziph, in a 
wood where David was hiding from the persecution 
of Saul. Thither Jonathan went to seek him, " and 
strengthened his hand," (they are remarkable words) 
" and strengthened his hand in God," and encour- 
aged him to trust in God, notwithstanding his present 
affliction. " And he said unto him, fear not, for the 
hand of Saul, my father, shall not find thee, and thou 
shalt be king over Israel ; and I shall be next unto 
thee ; and that also Saul, my father, knoweth. And 
they two made a covenant before the Lord." 

Such is the character of Jonathan, which is depicted 
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for us in the 1st book of Samuel. Where shall we 
find one more loveable or more worthy of imita- 
tion ? He was a brave man, a religious man ; he 
was a humble-minded man ; and he was a man of 
marked consistency, generosity, and fidelity in his 
dealings with his bosom friend, David. . It is chiefly 
for that, that we are accustomed to think of him — 
the friend of a man, who was the friend of God. The 
friend so true, so brave, that he jeoparded his own 
life in his defence of David before Saul, who for 
David's sake gave up a kingdom, whose soul was 
knit with David's soul in so close a bond that he 
was his second self, had not a thought he did not 
share with him whom he " loved as his own soul." 

Truly the world has seldom seen such a perfect 
friendship. Here and there, both in past and mod- 
ern days, there have been examples, which have 
approached towards it. In our own day a most pure 
and noble friendship, unhappily cut short by a prema- 
ture death of one of the friends, has given rise to a 
poem which will not soon fade out of English memory. 
It is a poem that fills a volume, which consists of above 
a hundred cantos. A poem rich from end to end with 
the loftiest thoughts, and experiences in choicest 
words. But we seem to find in the single verse of 
my text, the sum, and substance of that great lament. 
"I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 
very pleasant hast thou been unto me, thy love 
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to me was wonderful, passing the love of women." 

And now to draw some practical lesson from the 
character of Jonathan and from his friendship with 
David. In what should we say that a true frisndship 
will consist — who is the real friend? The real 
friend will be like Jonathan : and true friendship is 
best described by the same words in which true 
charity is described. True friendship envieth not, 
vaunteth not itself, is not easily provoked, rejoiceth 
in the truth, and never faileth. Yes ! true friendship 
faileth not. The true friend will stand forward and 
defend his fellow when he is absent, he will be ready 
for his friend's sake to part with his goods, he will 
share all the secrets of his heart with his friend, he 
and his friend will be of one mind about matters of 
chief importance, of one mind about religion. These 
are ever the marks of a true friendship ; take them 
as a test to search and try even our friendships. In 
this world with its sorrows and its sufferings, its 
trials, its temptations, its enticements to sin, there 
is nothing more truly precious than a real friend: 
such a friend as Jonathan was to David and David 
to Jonathan. A friend — a true friend loveth at all 
times. " There is a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother." 

Yes ! for a help through life's journey, for a help 
into that better land which is yet to come, nothing 
is more to be desired than a Godly friend. " As 
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iron sbarpenetb iron, so a man sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend." " Then they " (says 
another scripture) "that feared the Lord spake often 
to one another, and the Lord hearkened, and heard 
it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon His name." I cannot wish a better wish for 
any of you, and more especially for the younger of 
those present, than that they should secure to them- 
selves such a friend — a companion with whom they 
" may take sweet counsel together, and walk in the 
house of God," a companion to whom they can 
unburden all the troubles and perplexities of their 
heart, sure of sympathy, sure of guidance, sure of 
honest, healing, helpful advice, one to whom they 
may go and get understanding in the way of Godli- 
ness, who by his example, as well as by his words, 
will help them onward in the straight path that 
leadeth to eternal life ! That is a friend who is a 
friend indeed ; the friend who helps his or her 
fellow into the Kingdom of God. 

And when I say we could not wish for anyone a 
better wish than to be the possessor of such a friend, 
I must not omit to add that such a friend there is 
ever at hand, if we will only seek to Him to befriend 
us. The Lord Jesus Christ is your friend and my 
friend : " a friend that sticketh closer than a brother :" 
a friend in whom are joined all the qualities of true 
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friendship of which we have been speaking : a firm 
friend, a constant friend, a friend that giveth good 
counsel, a friend that will never leave us or forsake 
us, a friend who has given that greatest mark of 
friendship, the sacrifice of Himself for us, who so 
loved us that He has laid down His pure, spotless, 
faultless life on our behalf. 

That is the friend above every friend : the friend 
of the friendless : in whom are met all the qualities 
of the truest and strongest friendship. O ! that our 
souls were knit to His. O ! that He dwelt in us, 
and we in Him. O ! that " we might be able to 
comprehend " — of our own experience — " with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height, and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with all 
the fulness of God." 



SERMON XVI. 



DAVID'S SIN IN THE NUMBERING OF 
THE PEOPLE. 



i Chronicles xxi. 13. 

"And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall now 
Into the hand of the Lord, for very great are His mercies ; but let me not 
fall into the hand of man." 

Such were David's words, when he heard from 
God's messenger, the prophet Gad, the things that 
should shortly befall him. A very terrible alternative 
had be$n put before David. " Thus saith the Lord, 
Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy 
land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine 
enemies, while they pursue thee ? or that there be 
three days' pestilence in thy land ? Now advise, 
1 see what answer I shall return to Him that sent 
Vnd David said, I am in a great strait : let me 
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fall now into the hand of the Lord, for very great 
are His mercies, and let me not fall into the hand of 
man." 

David elected to be punished directly by God, and 
he was so punished heavily and instantly. "The 
Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel, a pestilence of 
three days duration, from the morning, even unto 
the time appointed, and there died of the people 
seventy thousand men. And when the Angel — the 
Angel of Death — stretched out his hand upon 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord repented of the 
evil, and said to the destroying angel, it is enough, 
stay now thy hand. And David lifted up his eyes, 
and saw the angel of the Lord stand between the 
earth and the Heaven, having a drawn sword in his 
hand stretched over Jerusalem. Then David, and 
the elders of Israel who were clothed in sackcloth, 
fell upon their faces. And David built there — on 
that spot — an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt 
offerings, and peace offerings, and called upon the 
name of the Lord. So the Lord was entreated for 
the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel." 

Let us now enquire what instruction this memor- 
able history has for ourselves. And first you may 
wish to ask what was David's sin in the numbering 
of the people ? Why was David so severely punished 
for it ? We ourselves every tenth year number our 
people, and yet no punishment falls upon our Queen 
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or ourselves for so doing. What then was there so 
peculiar in David's position as to subject him and 
his people to so heavy a punishment from God ? 

The sin of David was self -confidence, pride in his 
own strength, and forgetfulness of the source of all 
his strength — even of God. David and his people 
were unlike every other people; they were the 
chosen people of God. They were selected before 
all other nations to be God's favourite nation. The 
Lord Himself, by tokens manifold, had revealed 
Himself to them as their Upholder. He had taught 
them to lean not on their own arm, but on His, for 
the victory. David himself confirmed this, when he 
said in the forty-fourth Psalm, " I will not trust in 
my bow; it is not my sword that shall help me; 
but it is Thou that savest us from our enemies, and 
puttest them to confusion that hate us. We make our 
boast of God all the day long." And again, " God 
is our hope and strength." " There is no king that 
can be saved by the multitude of an host, neither is 
any mighty man delivered by much strength." 

Now David, when he gave orders for the numbering 
of the people, had forgotten this ; he was lifted up 
with pride, and bent on asserting his own might 
independently of God. Yes ! that was David's sin 
for which he and his people were made to suffer — 
suffer so terribly. Pride, self-confidence, the putting 
God out of sight, and trusting to his own resources. 
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It was the greater sin in him because he had had 
such marvellous, such visible witnesses of God's love 
and care and guidance. For what people ever had 
God so nigh unto them ? .. What people ever had 
such success against their enemies? What people 
were brought safely through such perils as were the 
Israelites ? Where in the whole world did there 
exist a race of men whose history shewed so plainly 
the presence of the Lord God among them ? whose 
history shewed that it was not their own arm, but 
God's right hand, and God's arm that helped them 
and saved them, and that His favour towards them 
did not come from any natural superiority that they 
had over other people? The "Lord did not set 
His love upon you nor choose you because ye 
were more in number than any people ; for ye 
were the fewest of all people ; but because the Lord 
loved you, and because He would keep the oath 
which He had sworn unto your fathers." Therefore 
it was that He did these great things for them; 
brought them out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 
them out of the house of bondage, and from the 
hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 

On that account then David's sin was the greater, 
because it was done in the face of that past experience 
which might have taught him better: should have 
taught him, that his strength was not in himself, but 
in his God. And it is recorded for our learning : for 
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the sins of pride, and self-confidence, and forgetfulness 
of God, are at this very day only too common 
amongst ourselves. Too apt, as we are at all times, 
to leave God out of mind, and more especially so 
when we are prosperous; when riches increase, 
corruption of manners commonly increases with 
them. When men dwell securely, in full peace and 
health, they grow to be careless in religion : God is 
not much present with them, they seem to be in no 
need of God, they seem sufficient, of themselves to 
keep themselves, and to make themselves happy, 
they live as if they should never die, should never be 
summoned to appear before God, to give account of 
all their works, of all their possessions, or of how 
they have used those possessions. Oh ! my brethren, 
what a warning to us, when such is the case, is the 
punishment that fell upon David and his people, for 
his pride and forgetfulness of God. Oh ! how it 
behoves us to keep our hearts with all diligence, to 
watch against pride, against self-confidence, against 
forgetting God. We know not how near we may be 
to the day of our reckoning, we know not when the 
word may go forth, to break up our prosperity, to 
visit our careless living, to recall us as a nation to a 
deeper sense of what is due to God. Nay, are there 
not signs even now and for the last two or three 
years, that God is displeased with us, and that 
the current of His favour is stayed ? Certain I am 
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that there is much done day by day to provoke God 
to visit us — ungodliness enough of every kind, 
Sabbath breaking, drunkenness, strife, evil speaking, 
neglect of religion among us, quite enough to endanger 
our nation's welfare, quite sufficient to call down 
chastisement upon us from the Almighty, to cause 
Him to plague us with divers diseases, and sundry 
kinds of death. 

Let us judge ourselves that we be not judged by 
the Lord. Let us fear more the Lord our God, and 
serve Him in truth with all our heart, for consider 
how great things He hath done for us. 

We do not half know our mercies till we think 
them over, and hear what sufferings and calamities 
befall our brethren in other lands : take the three 
sore judgments proposed to David— war, famine, and 
pestilence — how little do we know by experience of 
any of these ! As for war in our land, there is not a 
man living who has seen it. It is now more than two 
hundred years ago that the last battle was fought on 
English ground. Since then there have been long 
and bloody wars abroad. Wars in the Crimea, in 
India, in Italy, in Germany, and in all parts of the 
world— but the sword has not come nigh us. The 
flaming homestead, the trampled fields, we have 
heard of them in other countries, but we have had 
no experience of them in our own dear favoured 
land, and that is one great mercy we have received 
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of the Lord. And who can tell of one single village 
where people have been pined, as they were in 
Ireland, as they have been in China, and even in 
India, for the want of a morsel of bread ? Not one — 
then again I say it — the Lord's " mercies" to us at 
home " are great." 

And once more — what do we know by actual ex- 
perience of pestilence ? Once or twice in my 
recollection the cholera has touched (and only 
touched) our shores. It has never raged among us, 
as it has raged in other countries. It is about two 
hundred and twenty years since the great plague 
devastated London, in the reign of Charles II. ; 
that plague broke out in 1665, and in five months 
carried away about a hundred thousand souls. On 
the third January in that year half the houses in 
London were marked and inscribed with this in- 
scription " The Lord have mercy upon us." But 
from that year to the present what have we or our 
fathers known of plague in England ? So little, that 
but for the mention of it in our Litany, but for the 
prayer lt from plague, pestilence, and famine, Good 
Lord, deliver us," it might be a thing forgotten. 

Surely this is a matter for very great thankfulness ; 
surely it is of the Lord's very great mercies — not for 
our own worthiness — that we have been kept these 
many years, from plague, from famine, from war. 
Yes ! the Lord's mercies to us and to our forefathers 
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are exceeding great. Such mercies call for acknow- 
ledgment, call for our thankfulness, call for our 
praise ! 

And David — we read in 1 Chron. xxix. 20 — and 
David said to all the congregation, " Now bless the 
Lord your God. And all the congregation blessed 
the Lord God of their fathers, and bowed down 
their heads, and worshipped the Lord." So let it 
be with us to-day : " Bless ye the Lord ! Praise 
Him, and magnify Him for ever." " Bless ye the 
Lord, be telling of His salvation from day to day — 
for the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised, 
there is no end of His greatness. Blessed is he that 
hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is 
in the Lord his God." " The Lord Thy God, O 
Sion, shall be King, for evermore, and throughout 
all generations." Thou art a God that hast " pity 
upon thine inheritance, and refreshest it when it is 
weary." "Thou hast not dealt with us after our 
siqs, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities." 

" Let me now fall into the hand of the Lord, for 
His mercies are great ; but let me not fall into the 
hand of man." 



SERMON XVIL 



ASPIRATIONS. 



Psalm xliii. 3. 



" O send oat Thy light and Thy truth, that they may lead me ; and 
bring me into Thy holy hill, and to Thy dwelling." 

This forty-third Psalm, and the Psalm that goes 
before it, were composed by David under circum- 
stances of great trouble. He was a fugitive, and an 
exile from Jerusalem, driven out by the rebellion of 
Absalom, deprived of his kingdom, a wanderer upon 
the barren hills of Judaea, shut out from his royal 
home, and from what he most cared for, from the 
house of God in Jerusalem. In his banishment, his 
heart turned to the privileges he had lost, and in 
strains of touching beauty he mourns his condition 
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and the deprivation of his choicest blessings, " Like 
as the hart desireth the waterbrooks ; so longeth 
my soul after thee, O God. My soul is athirst for 
God (and for God's worship) when shall I come to 
appear before the presence of God ?" The recol- 
lection of past religious opportunities, byegone ser- 
vices in the tabernacle, presses upon his soul, you 
see, with keenest regret. " Now when I think there- 
upon I pour out my heart by myself; for I went 
with the multitude, and brought them forth into the 
house of God ; in the voice of praise and thanks- 
giving among such as keep holy day." 

In the same strain, he says in the following Psalm, 
the forty-third, " O send out Thy light, and Thy 
truth, that they may lead me ; and bring me into Thy 
holy hill, and to Thy dwelling" — "that I may go 
unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my joy 
and gladness : and upon the harp will I give thanks 
unto Thee, O God, my God." And then follows 
the refrain, or burden, as we may call it, of the Psalm, 
in its concluding verse, " Why art thou so heavy : 
O my soul ; and why art thou so disquieted within 
me ? O, put thy trust in God, for I will yet give 
Him thanks, which is the help of my countenance, 
and my God." So ends this very beautiful Psalm, or 
rather two Psalms, the forty-second and the forty- 
third. Taken together, they give us an insight into 
the very heart of the Psalmist. David there appears 
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as the man whose affections were set upon God, and 
in all the changes and chances and dangers of a 
chequered life looked upward, aspired for close com- 
munion with God : and it is for this that he is our 
teacher and our example. ' 

We need, I think, to have this teaching and this 
example in this life of weary toil, we need to have 
our spirits lifted up, not to be always earthward 
bound, but raised, elevated, borne up to the contem- 
plation of higher things, higher and also more 
lasting. All that is in the world is transitory — all 
that the world can offer us of its best : health, wealth, 
society of friends, the sweet joys of home, how soon 
do they fade ! In a very few years the soul that rests 
for its happiness on any of these objects, will find 
itself disappointed, stripped of its treasures, sad, 
solitary, saying with Solomon, " Vanity of vanities 1 
all is vanity ! " 

That will happen, except while young and well we 
make provision against the evil day, except we lay 
up treasure in heaven, except in the stir and bustle 
of life we accustom ourselves to look upward, to 
aspire to fix our thoughts where God is, to yearn for 
close fellowship with God— in a word, except, like 
David, we are found often and often lifting up our 
eyes to the hills from whence cometh our help, often 
and often beseeching God for light and guidance, 
" O send out Thy light and Thy truth, that they may 
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lead me, and bring me unto the holy hill, and to Thy 
dwelling." 

That I am persuaded is one great corrective of 
worldliness, one great protection for our soul, amid 
the temptations, pursuits, business, and pleasures of 
this present world — to look upward. Well does our 
church exhort us to have recourse to this practice as 
a great safeguard for our soul — Lift up your hearts 
is the exhortation in one of her most solemn services, 
— Lift up your hearts : and the answer is, " We lift 
them up unto the Lord." Yes, that is the habit, 
that is the attitude, of a really religious, God-fearing 
soul. Such a soul will find in its busiest day season 
for holy thoughts and meditation, such a soul will 
stand still and commune and raise by prayer and 
contemplation its affections from things below to 
things above. At morning, at evening, at noonday, 
will there go forth from that soul strong prayer to 
God, earnest desire to know Him better, and to do 
His will better— to be conformed to Him in all 
things, and to be made a partaker of His heavenly 
inheritance. 

Again, look a little closer at the text, observe, 
brethren, how entirely Christian the prayer is ; for 
what is it we here ask of God ? We ask for His 
light, and for His truth — and what is this but to ask 
for Christ to dwell in our hearts. He is— He says it 
Himself—" The light of the world :" and He adds, 



162 9*ptratton*. 



11 He that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life; " " I am the way, the 
truth, and the life ; " " To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth." When then we pray 
for God's light and God's truth to lead us, we pray 
that Jesus Christ may dwell in us, and work in us, 
and rule in us, to the sanctifying and saving of our 
soul. <s And who does not need to pray that prayer, 
and to pray it daily ? How shall we ever pass safely 
through the perils and perplexities of this life, unless 
we are guided in all our ways by our God ? by His 
light, and by His truth ? Oh think not for a moment 
that we can do without that guidance, that we are 
sufficient of ourselves to serve and please God, and 
to walk in the narrow way. Oh I be sure that we 
shall never enter into God's blessed rest, never set 
foot in the streets of the Celestial City, unless we 
have the good grace of God by Jesus Christ, pre- 
venting, that is, going before, into our hearts, and 
staying there, working in us both to will and to do 
after His pleasure. Oh ! be sure that is only when 
Jesus Christ is " our Ruler and Guide" as well as 
our Hope and Trust, that we may hope so to pass 
through things temporal, that we finally lose not the 
things eternal. 

We live in times when aspirations are sadly 
damped and discouraged. If a man look upward, 
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he is told that He is neglecting closer duties, that 
his work lies at his feet, that the earth, not the 
heavens, is his dwelling place. But then I ask what 
mean those higher instincts of our nature with which 
we are endowed ? Why is it that in still moments 
we hear a voice within which says this is not your 
rest? Rise up, and take your journey, ye have not 
yet come to the land which the Lord doth give you 
for an inheritance. 

O be not moved, my brethren, by anything you 
may hear or read in these days of unbelief and 
irreligion. Hold fast, hold fast to the end, the 
blessed hope of a life to come, eternal in the heavens, 
promised and open to all who have faith in Jesus 
Christ, who confess Him with their lips, and follow 
Him in their lives. It will be some help to the con- 
firming that hope that you bear it often in mind, 
that you let your hearts go out towards that better 
land whither your Saviour Christ is gone before, that 
you pour out continually the supplication in the text, 
and pray God of His mercy and goodness not to 
leave you comfortless, to send His Holy Ghost to 
comfort you, to enlighten you, to strengthen you, to 
lead you, to bring you to His holy hill, and to His 
dwelling. 

To conclude. The dwelling of God, where is it ? 
In the highest heaven. Even those words are in- 
adequate to convey a just idea of His Habitation. 
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Behold the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him, 
God is present in all places, at all times — but is 
present according to His true promise wheresoever 
two or three are gathered together in His name, 
gathered together to worship Him, to pray to Him, 
to praise Him, to give Him thanks, to glorify His 
Name — hence the high dignity of such holy buildings 
as this in which we are assembled. God is in this 
place. Here God hearkeneth to the prayer of His 
people, all such as wait upon Him faithfully. Hither 
you come in a reverent temper, that you 

" May hear of Heaven, 
And learn the way." 

Oh that this was more remembered ! O that we 
valued more the means of grace, the help and aids 
towards heaven which are open to us, without money 
and without price, in the services of our parish 
church — God's own house of prayer by His merciful 
providence still standing in every parish throughout 
the length and breadth of England, pointing with 
silent finger upwards, standing there to be a witness 
to our children after us, that the Lord He is God : a 
great God, a merciful God, and a God that will not 
allow iniquity, a punisher of them that disobey 
Him. 

Many reproaches are cast upon this age for its 
ungodliness. We are asked by some of the more 
religious amongst us to humble ourselves for our 
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national sins — for the want of devotion to God, for 
the dishonour done to God's Name and His Word. 
For the neglect of His holy day, perhaps some remedy 
may be found. O ye who live in this place, as ye 
look day by day at this grey tower, rising upwards 
amid the summer trees, would that ye might consider 
the purpose for which it was built, Whose house this 
is, of Whom it speaks, and Who has promised to meet 
us here, for then surely out of our lips and out of our 
hearts would come unprompted the longing wish 
which breathes in these holy words of the Psalmist, 
" I was glad when they said unto me, we will go into 
the house of the Lord." "O send out Thy light 
and Thy truth, that they may lead me to Thy holy 
hill, and to Thy dwelling." 



SERMON XVIII. 



THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 



Acts ii. 41, 42. 



«* Then they that gladly received his word were baptized : and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And 
they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayer." 

This is the result of the first Christian sermon, 
delivered by St. Peter on the day of Pentecost. He 
had stirred the hearts of his vast audience in the 
Temple by his address to them ; they were greatly 
agitated by his words, u they were pricked in their 
hearts, and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the 
Apostles, " Men and brethren, what shall we do " ? 
To that anxious enquiry, Peter made answer, 
" Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the 



Cf)e C$rtottan life. 167 

Name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and 

ye shall receive the Holy Ghost. For the promise 

is unto you and to your children, and to all that are 

afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 

call" 

f 

Then they that gladly received his words were 
baptised, and the same day were added unto them — 
added to the hundred and twenty, who already 
formed the nucleus of the Christian Church — about 
three thousand souls. " And they (the three thou- 
sand) continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayer." 

That was, and continued to be, the regular prac- 
tice of those early converts to Christianity. Once 
admitted into the fold, their life henceforth was a 
life fed and sustained by the means of grace provided 
for them by the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, they 
continued in the Apostles 9 doctrine, and in the 
Apostles' fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers. *' There we have a true picture of 
what the Church of Christ was at its beginning. 
There we may see how the members of that Church 
maintained their spiritual life. 

Let us consider it well, we shall find in it a 
standard by which to try and examine our own life 
and practice — by which we may ascertain whether 
we who call ourselves by the honoured name of 
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Christians, are at all like, or wholly unlike, those who 
first bore that name. 

There are four points in the text, four particulars 
of the life of the early Christians, every one of which 
is of the greatest interest. I will take them one by 
one, and I will ask you, as we go ©n to consider, 
how far we ourselves have attained, how far we 
resemble our forefathers in the faith, or how far we 
fall short of their practice. 

First. Then " they continued steadfastly in the Apos- 
tles' doctrine," or rather as it might be translated, and 
is translated in the Revised Version, " they continued 
steadfastly in the Apostles' teaching." They had just 
joined the Church, they had much to learn, both of 
doctrine and practice, and so they sat as it were at 
the Apostles' feet, and drank in instruction at their 
lips. There was as yet no written book, no printed 
creed, no Common Prayer Book. The first Christians 
learnt their religion by hearing sermons, by listening 
to the discourses of the Apostles. When they came 
together they gave,we may be sure, all their attention 
to the word preached, and when they went back to 
their several homes, they thought over what they had 
heard, and did not let the good seed perish out of 
their hearts, they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' 
teaching, persevered in listening to their words, and 
thus by little and little they were established in their 
faith. Thus they came to know Christ— to know all 
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about Him, His parables, His miracles, His loveable 
gentleness, His meekness, His patience, His long 
suffering, His surrender of Himself to death, His 
burial, His resurrection, His exaltation to God's 
Right Hand. By and by this teaching was reduced 
to a definite form, and presented to them as we now 
have it, in the Belief, or, as we call it, the Apostles' 
Creed. But at first the early Christians had to learn 
it, as I said, by word of mouth — by the teaching of 
the Apostles. Hence their earnestness, hence their 
perseverance : they would not miss on any account a 
single occasion of hearing the word from the 
Apostles' lips : " They continued steadfastly in the 
Apostles' teaching." 

Now think, brethren, what a lesson there is for us 
here. We start on our Christian life at a great 
advantage. By the help of Sunday Schools, by the 
care of godly parents, we, while quite children, are 
taught the great truths of Christianity, we learn to 
say the Creed almost as soon as we can say any- 
thing. And that Creed — the Creed of the Apostles 
— contains all that is of necessity to be believed, to 
the soul's health — all saving Christian doctrine. 
Still we may learn from the early Christians a lesson, 
and that is, to continue steadfastly in the things we 
have learnt, to hold fast the form of sound words 
which we have heard, in faith and love, which is in 
Christ Jesus. 



170 Cf)t £f)ti*tian life. 



This is not a needless caution. People in these 
days go sadly astray, from want of attending to this 
very point. They take up with any fresh self-elected 
preacher : and sound doctrine, the doctrine of Christ 
and of Christ's Apostles, is often relaxed and let go, 
and in its place some poor effusion of modern 
fanaticism accepted as the truth of God. Be on 
your guard lest you make shipwreck of your faith. 
Listen not to every preacher. Be not like children, 
tossed about by every blast of vain doctrine — by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive. Listen to those who are set 
over you in the Lord, who watch for your souls as 
those who must give account. Accept no doctrine 
as true Christian doctrine but the doctrine which is 
according to godliness, which will not leave you at 
rest in your sins, which requires that all who name 
the Name of Christ shall depart from every act of 
evil, every thought of iniquity. That was the 
doctrine of Christ's own Apostles, that is what they 
delivered, and in that doctrine their earliest pupils 
were content to abide : " they continued steadfastly 
in the Apostles' teaching." And not only this, but 
in the Apostles' " fellowship :" and this is the second 
point to consider. 

Those three thousand converts did not separate 
after they were baptized on the day of Pentecost. 
They did not go home and live to themselves and 
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for themselves. They set themselves to live as 
members of one mighty communion and fellowship, 
as members together of Christ's Body, in which, if 
one member suffered, all the other members suffered 
with it : if one member were honoured, all the 
members rejoiced with it. Each sought not his own 
but his brother's welfare. There was a wondrous 
concord in that early dawn of Christ's religion — 
" All that believed were together, and had all things 
common, and sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all men as every man had need. 
Think then, my brethren, think often of that second 
particular in the life of those early Christians which 
is here spoken of in the text. Think how it is 
recorded that they continued in the Fellowship of the 
Apostles, and cherish in every possible ^ay that 
feeling of fellowship amongst yourselves. Look 
upon each other, as those early Christians did, not 
as strangers, not as persons of another class, and 
order, and quality, but look upon each other as 
related, very closely related, to Jesus Christ, brothers 
and sisters in religion. Do not say or think of any- 
one, " I have no need of thee." Do not stand apart 
as the Pharisee did, in fancied superiority ; but go 
down, and mix in the crowd, and lend a hand to help 
thy weaker brother on his way. Aye, and in all 
things help thy brother, for whom Christ died, as 
much as He died for thee: help hira >by thine 
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example/ in word, in conversation, in charity, m 
spirit, in faith, in purity 1 

That will be to realize our fellowship in Christ, 
when we thus join hands with our brethren for their 
good, when we carry out, into practice, that great 
saying, " One is your Master, even Christ, and all 
ye are brethren." 

I come now to the third particular mentioned in 
the text, the third point in the practice of the early 
Christians. They continued steadfastly in the Apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread. 
The breaking of bread — by that we are to under- 
stand the Lord's Supper — so soon did that great 
ordinance of Jesus Christ take its place amongst the 
marks and tokens of the true Church. Those three 
thousand Jews, only just converted, from the day 
of their conversion immediately began the good 
practice of communication. It was considered in 
those days as a thing not to be disputed about, as 
absolutely necessary to salvation, and so, not once 
or twice, but day by day, they celebrated amongst 
themselves the Lord's Supper. When they came 
together for worship, the first thing they did was to 
break the Bread and to drink the Cup, as the Lord 
had appointed them to do ; and thus they were 
bound all the closer to their Lord, and in Him to 
one another. The Bread which they broke was in 
very deedf the Communion of the Body of Christ ; 
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the Cup of blessing of which they partook was " the 
Communion of the Blood of Christ ;" and thus they 
"being many" (three thousand) were made "one 
Bread and one Body," for they all were " partakers 
of that one Bread." 

I repeat, that was the practice of every Christian 
at the beginning, and it tended, we cannot doubt, 
greatly to their happiness. They were strengthened 
and refreshed by the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ, which they received under the emblems of 
Bread and Wine, and they were raised in the 
strength of that spiritual food to fight the good fight, 
and to keep themselves unspotted from the world. 

In nothing is there a greater difference between 
us and them. From one cause or other, the Lord's 
Supper, instead of being partaken of by every 
Christian, as a matter of course, has been deserted, 
and left untasted except by a few. My brethren, 
this should not be. 

Oh ! when in the church I next give notice of that 
Sacrament, that the Spirit of God might draw your 
spirit thankfully to accept the invitation. Oh that 
He might bring to mind what we have heard, to-day, 
of the practice of the Lord's people in the purest and 
freshest form of the Gospel, before as yet neglect 
and superstition had done their evil work ! Oh that 
you might be reminded of what they did at the very 
beginning of their Christian life ! How " they con- 
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tinued steadfastly in the Apostles* doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of Bread, and in prayers." 

"And in Prayers" — and that is the fourth and 
last point of our subject. The early Christians kept 
life in their souls by steadfast listening to the Apostles' 
teaching, by holding sweet communion and fellow- 
ship, by partaking on every opportunity of the Lord's 
Supper, and by that, without which all the rest had 
been vain, by Prayer. No doubt they prayed in 
secret, and were much in prayer in their closets, 
but the prayers here spoken of were public prayers, 
the common worship of the whole body. They 
continued steadfast in that, as they did in the other 
three points. To be absent from prayers would 
have troubled them much. No need was there for 
the Christian minister to urge the converts to attend 
prayers — no need to set before them its blessing — 
no need to speak of the risk of neglecting prayers, 
they were eager of themselves to come, " they con- 
tinued daily," we read, " with one accord in the 
Temple" — or in other words, they continued " stead- 
fast in prayer." 

And here again, I might draw a comparison, not 
favourable to ourselves, between our paths, and the 
practice of the just Christian. But I forbear, I leave 
it to your own thoughts, as on this point, so on all 
the others, I have sought to set before you plainly, 
unreservedly, what the life of Christ's people was at 
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the first. I have shown you what was their practice 
on these four points : Apostolic teaching, Christian 
fellowship, Holy Communion, Public prayer. And 
this has been recorded for our learning : consider it 
well, for you have in these four points the answers 
to the questions with which I started, " What shall 
we do " ? Yes ! that is the question of questions — 
what shall we do, we who have embraced Christi- 
anity — we, who have accepted Jesus — "What shall 
we do to be saved " — to come at length into the rest 
of heaven ? Yes ! that is the question — one which 
it concerns us all to put, not once, or twice, but 
again, and again : each to his own soul — " What 
shall I do to be saved." Thank God there is an 
answer for us at hand. It is this. Do as they did, 
who at the beginning confessed Jesus Christ to be 
their Saviour : " Continue steadfastly in the Apostles' 
doctrine, and fellowship, and in the breaking of 
bread, and in Prayers." 



SERMON XIX. 



THE NINETY-FIFTH PSALM. 



Psalm xcv. 6. 



"O come, let us worship, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord 
our Maker." 

The words of the text will be familiar to all your 
cars. They are a part of that well known " Venite," 
which has long been used in the Christian Church, 
as a fit and proper introduction to the service of 
praising God. 

And they contain a spirit-stirring call to sing God's 
praise, we are invited by the author (and St. Paul 
tells us in Hebrews that he was David) to " worship 
God." Because He is a great God — u a great King 
above all Gods" — and for His work of Creation. 
Because in His hands are all the deep places of the 
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earth, and the strength of the hills is His also. 
Because the sea is His : He made it, and His hands 
formed the dry land, or in one word, because He 
is our Maker. " O come, let us worship and fell 
down, and kneel before the Lord our Maker !" 

Further, in this Psalm, mention is made of God's 
goodness. His care and protection of us whom He 
has made. " For the Lord He is our God, and we 
are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of 
His Hand." 

So far of the text, as it stands in the ninety-fifth 
Psalm, and its connection with the general teaching 
of that Scripture. It is an exhortation, an earnest 
invitation to worship God for His goodness, and 
greatness, and care for His people, as seen in their 
creation, preservation, and redemption. 

And as such, you will see how appropriately it 
stands in the order of our morning service. Like 
that well-known hymn of Bishop Ken's : 

" Awake, my soul, and with the Sun 
Thy daily course of duty run, 
Shake off dull sloth, and early rise, 
To pay thy morning sacrifice." 

Like this hymn, the ninety-fifth Psalm may well 
come out of a Christian's mouth on his earliest 
awakening from sleep. " O come/* who will not say 
it from his own soul ? when he wakes refreshed by 
sleep, and finds the darkness and dreariness of night 
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gone, and the fresh beams of light springing in 
through the lattice — who, I say, that has any true 
piety in his heart will not in his first moments of 
waking bethink him of the great Power who has 
watched over him, and kept him alive, and desire to 
make some acknowledgment of His goodness ? Who 
will not say to his soul, " O come, let us sing unto the 
Lord ?" O come, let us worship and fall down and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker ? But there is a 
particular fitness in the use of these words to-day. 
For to-day is Septuagesima Sunday, and we read in 
our church the first chapter of Genesis, the chapter 
which records how the world was made and that 
which inhabits it. " In the beginning God created 
the Heaven and the earth." 

Perhaps no chapter has been more commented 
upon and more disputed upon. But there it stands 
unshaken in its witness to the greatness and good- 
ness of God. There, after all that modern science 
can do, we turn for an answer to the great question, 
How came we here ? How came we to be masters 
here ? to have in subjection all creatures ? What 
was the origin, the first beginning of life ? The 
first beginning of that which has no life — no organic 
life — the solid earth, with its rocks and trees, and 
various soils, the sun, the moon, the stars. Whence 
came they ? Who made them ? They could not 
have made themselves. They must have had a first 
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cause, a creator, who was it ? And the answer to- 
day, at the latter end of the nineteenth century is 
just the one that was given three thousand years ago 
by Moses. 

In the beginning : God created the Heaven and the 
earth : created also all things that are on the earth, 
and that not by a sudden flash of His will, but by 
gradual and orderly evolution, — plants, trees, and 
grasses, of herb yielding seed, and then the living 
creatures, and these in an ever-ascending scale. Fish 
and fowl, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth, 
and, last of all, man, male and female, made in the 
image of God, and appointed by God to have the 
dominion over all that He had previously made, 
" Over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth." 

Yes, the first chapter of Genesis gives us the best 
and only true account of how we had our being. It 
bears its witness to a time when all we see about us 
and around us, " in the Heaven above, in the earth 
beneath, and in the waters under the earth," had its 
beginning. And that beginning is ascribed to God. 
He alone had no beginning. He alone is God from 
everlasting. All else is traced to His will. He spake, 
and there was light. He spake again, and the waters 
above the firmament were separated from the waters 
below the firmament. He spake, and the waters 
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under Heaven were gathered into one place, and the 
dry land, " earth/* appeared. He spake, and the 
earth brought forth grass, and herb, and fruit-bearing 
trees. He spake, and the waters brought forth 
abundantly the moving creatures that are in it. He 
spake, and the earth brought forth the living crea- 
tures after his kind. And finally, the crown and 
head of all, " God said, Let us make man/* and 
God made man, " in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him, male and female created He 
them." 

Such is the inspired account of the Creation in 
the first part of the Bible. Can we read it or hear 
it read and not desire to express our sense of God's 
power, guidance, majesty, and goodness ? Shall we 
not say with David in the text ? " O come, let us 
worship and fall down and kneel before the Lord our 
maker ! Shall we not say with the elders whom 
Saint John saw in the Revelation, casting their 
crowns of gold before the throne in token of homage 
and worship, " Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power ! for Thou hast created 
all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were 
created." Or with Moses in his song, " Who is like 
unto Thee, O Lord, among the Gods ? Who is like 
Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders.'' I am sure such will be the feeling of 
your hearts, brethren, who look upon, as we all do, 
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the first chapter of Genesis as the true record of the 
creation. It is calculated to fill us with ennobling 
thoughts of Him in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being : Whose Hand made all that we see 
around us and above us, all the works of Nature, or 
as we had better call them, " Works of God." 

The contemplation of these works moved hoty 
men of old to rapture. Many of the most eloquent 
psalms are hymns of praise, inspired by the sight 
of God's work. Notably the one hundred and 
fourth psalm, " Praise the Lord, O my soul I b 
Lord, my God, Thou art become exceeding glorious ! 
Thou art clothed with majesty and honour." " Thou 
deckest Thyself with light, as with a garment, and 
spreadest out the Heavens like a curtain." " Who 
layeth the beams of His chambers in the waters ! 
and maketh the clouds His chariot, and walketh 
upon the wings of the wind !" 

And here in this other Psalm, how David's heart 
burst forth into song, as he gazed on the blue starry 
heavens. " The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament sheweth His handy work. In 
them hath He set a tabernacle for the sun, which 
cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course. He goeth 
forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and 
runneth about unto the end of it again, and there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof." And here again 
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in the eighth Psalm, — " I will consider Thy heavens," 
(which reads as if the writer had just been pondering 
the first book of Genesis. 

" I will consider Thy heavens, even the works of 
Thy fingers ; the moon and the stars which Thou 
hast ordained. Who is man? that Thou art so 
mindful of him : and the son of man that Thou so 
regardest him ? Thou makest him lower than angels, 
to crown him with glory and worship. Thou makest 
him to have dominion over the works of Thy hands, 
and Thou hast put all things in subjection under his 
feet. All sheep and oxen : yea, and the beasts of 
the field. The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the 
sea ; and whatsoever walketh through the paths of 
the sea. O Lord, our Governor ! how excellent is 
Thy name in all the world." 

And so do we say to-day, while our mind is yet 
freshly impressed with what we have heard in the 
first lesson. " O Lord, our Governor I how excellent 
is Thy Name in all the world." 

" These are Thy glorious works—Parent of good ; 
Almighty ! Thine this universal frame ; 
Thus wondrous fair— Thyself how wondrous then ! 
Unspeakable 1 Who sittest above the heavens 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these, Thy lowest works — yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine." 

Yes. The goodnes*, the power, the wisdom, the 
providence, the presence of God, are abundantly 
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shown and manifested to us, in all the works of the 
Creator. There is nothing in all these works, that 
looked as it were the work of chance ; all bear mark 
of care and design and adaptation of means to the 
end ; all seem to say to the hearing ear — " The hand 
that made us is Divine." And it is to the worship 
of this Divine Head, it is the acknowledgment of 
God as our Creator, that the text calls us, — "O come 
let us worship and fall down before the Lord our 
Maker." We all respond to that call, we all say 
with David, " Great is our God, and great is His 
power, worthy to be praised : there is no end of His 
greatness." 

"As for all the Gods of the heathen, they are but 
idols: but it is the Lord that made the heavens. 
Glory and worship are before Him, ascribe unto the 
Lord, O ye kindred of the people, ascribe unto the 
Lord worship and power. Let the heavens rejoice, 
and let the earth be glad : let the sea make a noise, 
and all that therein is." " Let the field be joyful, 
and all that is in it : let all the trees of the wood 
rejoice before the Lord." " O praise the Lord all 
ye hosts ! ye servants of His that do His pleasure." 
" O speak good of the Lord ! all ye works of His, in 
all places of His dominion, praise thou the Lord, 
O my soul." ' Yes, the contemplation of God's works 
seen in the Creation, is calculated to fill our souls 
with noble and worthy thoughts about God. 
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It is calculated to make us humble, in our estimate 
of ourselves, as forming a small part in the mighty. 
" What is man that Thou art so mindful of him, and 
the Son of man that Thou so regardest him." 

And these two things — high reverence for the 
Holy God, coupled with a sense of our own 
unworthiness, humbleness of heart, help to make 
accepted worship. Such worship as that which God's 
servants rendered Him of old, which Abraham, 
which Moses, and David offered. For all these holy 
men of God were profoundly humble, and profoundly 
reverent. They never approached God with vulgar 
familiarity. They stood before Him with holy fear, 
they spake of themselves as dust and ashes, they hid 
their face with their robe, they counted it a bold 
thing even to address words to God at all, and these 
were felt, and were considered, thought of carefully 
before spoken, " and they were heard in that they 
feared." Their worship was accepted, because it 
was the worship of sincerity and truth, because the 
worshippers knew, and recognized their own insig- 
nificance, and the greatness and majesty of God. 
Let us brethren worship Him thus. 

When we come to present ourselves before God, 
whether at home with our families, or in the stillness 
and silence of our chambers, or here, when we meet 
together in God's house for common prayer, let 
us remember the amazing difference and distance 
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between ourselves and the object of our worship. 
Let us never forget that God is a holy God, a great 
God — a God who seeth the heart : and that we are 
His creatures, and poor and miserable and stained 
with spots of sin, not worthy so much as to lift up 
our hands in His presence. And let the recollection 
make us very humble, very reverent, in our acts of 
worship. Let it bring us on our knees before the 
throne. Let it bow down our heart. Let it banish 
and drive away pride and self-conceit, and any undue 
opinion of our own worth, and fill us with a sense 
of God's might, God's goodness, God's perfection, 
God's claim upon us for acknowledgment. 

" O come, let us worship, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker." 



SERMON XX 



NAAMAN, OR BAPTISM 



a Kings v. 13. 
u And his servants came near and spake unto him : and said, my 
father, if the Prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not 
have done it ? How much rather then when he saith to thee, wash, and be 
dean?" 

Also a Kings v. i. 

" But he was a leper." 

We have read again to-day the story of Naaman's 
cleansing, which our Church brings before us in the 
first lesson for the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
There is much in it for our learning, and much par- 
ticularly in the words that I have chosen for my text, 
the remonstrance of Naaman's servants with their 
master, when he went away angry from Eksha's 
messenger. It is to the teaching of that remonstrance 
that I would chiefly confine my remarks this morning. 
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But let me repeat the outlines of Naaman's history. 
He was, as we are told in the first verse of the fifth 
chapter, " Captain of the host of the king of Syria, 
a great man with his master, and honorable, because 
by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria : 
he was also a mighty man of valor, but he was a 
leper." But he was a leper ! how much do these 
few words tell us. All Naaman's advantages, the 
honor he had with his master, his greatness, his 
renown as a successful general, his personal bravery 
— what did it profit him while he was a leper ? That 
disease was the scourge of Eastern people — the great 
typical disease that admitted of no ordinary healing — 
everything that could be done had been done in 
Naaman's case, everything in vain. At last a ray of 
hope dawned ! Succour came from the suggestion 
of a little Jewish slave, taken captive in war, out of 
the land of Israel, who waited on Naaman's wife ; 
the little maid had a kind heart, and it touched her 
to see the affliction of her master : and she said to 
her mistress, " would God my lord were with the 
Prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover 
him of his leprosy.". Her words are told to the king 
of Syria, who instantly sent a letter to the king of 
Israel, with costly presents, desiring his influence 
with the Prophet on behalf of Naaman. The king 
of Israel was greatly troubled at the letter, he rent 
his clothes, and said, " Am I God, to kill and to 



1 88 Jfcaaman, or Vaptutm. 

make alive, that this man doth send unto me to 
recover a man of his leprosy ? Wherefore consider, 
I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel 
against me." 

But when Elisha heard it he saw in the request 
an opening for the glory of Israel's God. He went 
to the king, and said, " wherefore hast thou rent thy 
clothes ? Let him come now to me, and know that 
there is a prophet in Israel." Accordingly Naaman 
came with his chariot and horses and retinue of 
attendants, and stood at the door of Elisha. He 
expected to be received according to his rank, instead 
of which Elisha only sent a message to him, and 
bade him " go and wash in Jordan seven times and 
he should be clean.' 

Naaman was highly offended and went away. 
" Behold 1 " he said, " I thought he would even come 
out to me and stand and call upon the name of the 
Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place 
and recover the leper." But not even to see the 
Prophet — not to receive any medicine or charm at his 
hand — to be told to go and bathe in the little river 
Jordan. .. No I if washing were all that was needed, 
he could do that, and far more effectually, in the 
bright streams of his own Damascus. "Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel, may I not wash in them and 
be clean ? And he went away in a rage." And his 
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servants came near and spake onto him. My father, 
if the Prophet had bid thee do some great thing, if he 
had prescribed a long and severe coarse of medicines, 
wouldest thou not have done it ? wooldest thoo have 
regarded anything as too burdensome to work a 
perfect cure ? Sorely not. How much rather then 
when the prescription is so simple — so easily tried — 
when he saith unto thee only this, wash and be clean. 
This timely and respectful remonstrance was not 
thrown away upon Naaman, he saw the folly of his 
ajager: he was struck with the truth of what his 
servants counselled, and he hastened at once to put 
to the proof the Prophet's remedy. "Then went 
he down and dipped himself seven times in Jordan 
according to the saying of the man of God, and his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean." 

I do not purpose to proceed at present with the 
sequel of the story. There is matter enough in what 
we have heard to occupy our thoughts on this 
occasion. 

And first consider what a fund of wisdom is con- 
tained in that remark of the servants of Naaman : " If 
the Prophet had bid thee do some great thing would- 
est thou not have done it V 9 How true is this with 
reference to a variety of acts, duties, and remedies 
proposed for us to do, how continually this part of 
Naamans story is repeated to the letter. Take 
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the case nearest to us. How often does a person 
suffering from some troublesome illness refuse to try 
a remedy ! Not because it is too sharp or too expen- 
sive, but because it is too simple, " as if, says the 
patient, there was any good in that." As if such a 
trifling thing as you advise could touch a malady 
like mine. There is one illustration of the truth of 
these words : another may be found in the treatment 
which we offer one another in family life. What 
grief and pain is caused by neglecting to do small 
things for each other's comfort ! You will see persons 
who really love each other, and would keep each 
other in extremity to the very death, yet continually 
mortifying and vexing each other because they will 
not attend to this very principle, will not bear and 
forbear in matters of comparatively small importance, 
will not curb the sharp temper, will not abstain from 
the irritating remark, will not respect each other's 
feelings in what they say and what they leave unsaid 
in their daily conversation, will not be at pains to do 
little duties, and observe little easy rules of courtesy 
and kindness towards each other. And yet, as I 
said, if it comes to a matter of real moment, these 
same persons would make great efforts, be at pain 
and cost for each other's good. Now would it not 
be well for such persons, would it not be well for us 
all, would it not be for peace in families if we all 
laid to heart and had in mind the wise words of 
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Naaman's servants, " My father, if the Prophet had 
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it ? How much rather then when he saith to 
thee, wash, and be clean ?" 

And, brethren, do not count this a light matter. 
It has to do with all true Christian progress. The 
more a man advances in Christ's religion, the more 
will he be careful not to offend his brother in any 
matter, in little things as well as in greater things : 
the more will he exhibit in his behaviour at home, 
that precept of the Apostle, " Love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous, not rendering evil for evil, or 
railing for railing, but contrariwise, blessing." 

Again the truth and wisdom of the text goes into 
higher regions, and may be brought to bear upon 
our behaviour, not only in illness, not only in social 
domestic intercourse, but upon our dealing with 
matters of the very deepest and most vital importance. 
It may be seen in reference to Christ's holy ordi- 
nances, the Sacraments ordained by Him, both the 
Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. " My father, if the Prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it? How much rather when he saith unto 
thee, wash, and be clean ?" We might almost think 
that this was written in anticipation of the objections 
which should be raised against infant Baptism. At 
any rate it serves to confute those objections. When 
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a man takes offence at this Sacrament, when he asks 
what can a little water and a few prayers do to wash 
away sin? Why should I bring my child to be 
Christened ? How can I expect any great result 
from such insignificant causes ? Is he not falling 
into the very mistake into which Naaman fell when 
he resisted the simple remedy put before him by the 
Prophet ? He forgets that simple as Baptism is, it 
is Christ's own appointment : he forgets that Jesus 
Christ bade His disciples "Go and baptize all 
nations," promising that " whosoever believed and 
was baptized," should " be saved I " He leaves this 
quite out of his mind, and grounds his objection to 
Baptism on the apparent poverty and insignificance 
of the outward act. Had he been told that in order 
to make his child a Christian he must do some great 
thing, go quite out of his way to seek for some 
Prophet to pray over the child and wrestle in spirit 
for his conversion, why then he would have done it ; 
but when he is told that nothing more is required 
than sprinkling the child with water in the name of 
the Holy Trinity, why then he is offended, goes 
away, if not in a rage, at least in an unbelieving 
frame of mind, and the consequence is, that the 
child is left, it may be for years, outside of the cove- 
nant, without the benefit and blessing which so 
assuredly accompanies Christian Baptism. Should 
there be any parent here who has till now neglected 
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this great Christian Sacrament, let me address him 
in the words of my text : " If the Prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldest not thou have 
done it ? How much rather when he saith unto thee, 
wash, and be clean ?" 

And it is the same with that other Sacrament, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the same principle 
applies. If there be anyone here who thinks lightly of 
that great Sacrament, who, when invited, says in 
his heart, " I pray thee have me excused : what good 
is there to me in the eating of a piece of bread or 
the drinking of a drop of wine ? " To such a man 
the answer is, that is not a light thing which the 
Lord has commanded us to receive : that should be 
a thing of some consequence which we find to have 
been ordained for our use by Jesus Christ Himself, 
which the Apostles and all the early Christians 
availed themselves of continually, to the great com- 
fort, great strengthening and refreshing of their souls. 
The very easiness and simplicity of the rite ought to 
recommend it to our acceptance. Let all who think 
otherwise turn to the words of my text. And how 
much rather when this which he saith unto thee is 
so easy of performance, and yet charged with so dear 
a memory. " Do this," eat the bread and drink the 
wine " in remembrance of Me." 

Once more, look at the greatest lesson of all there 
is for us in this history. What is leprosy ? and what 
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is a leper ? the leprosy is sin : and the leper is the 
sinner, and so we all are represented by Naaman. 
11 For if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us/' And how was Naaman 
cured ? by washing as he was bidden in Jordan ; and 
what is that a type of? it is the type of the Blood of 
Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all sin. He is 
the prophet of Nazareth — Jesus Christ, who can 
recover a man of that most incurable plague, the 
leprosy of sin. As nothing would avail Naaman, 
till he came and stood like a suppliant at the door 
of Elisha, so nothing shall avail us, till like humble 
suitors we sit at the feet of Jesus Christ ; and there 
is salvation in no other. Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be made white as snow. Though 
your sins be in God's sight more leprous than the 
flesh of Naaman, yet if you have faith, if you have 
trust in the efficiency of Christ's atoning death, you 
shall be made perfectly clean. 

" He will wash you, He will justify you, He will 
present you faultless before His Father, you shall 
have peace with God, being justified freely by His 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." 



SERMON XXL 



COMING TOGETHER TO HEAR THE 
WORD OF GOD. 



Acts xin. 44. 

"And the next Sabbath came almost the whole city together to hear 
the Word of God." 

We have just heard in the second lesson for this 
afternoon, part of St. Paul's sermon to the people 
of Antioch — Antioch in Pisidia, a Roman colony 
whose inhabitants were partly Jews, partly Gentiles. 
The whole of that sermon is deeply interesting. It 
shows us St. Paul's method of dealing with the Gos- 
pel : and we know what great effect it had on those 
who heard it. It led to the reception of the Gospel 
by a large number of the heathen inhabitants. And 
this brought upon the preacher the hostility of the 
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Jews: "They were filled with envy, and spake 
against those things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaspheming." Then it was that 
Paul and Barnabas " waxed bold, and said, It was 
necessary that the word of God should first be spoken 
to you" — you who are Jews, the favoured people, the 
chosen of God, you of whose race the Saviour is 
born — " But seeing you judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, Lo I we turn to the Gentiles, And 
when the Gentiles heard this they were glad, and 
glorified the Word of the Lord, and as many as were 
ordained to eternal life believed." 

Thus in God's ordering, the blindness of Israel 
opened a way to the enlightenment of the heathen ; 
their loss was the others gain. The wild olive bough 
of Antioch was grafted upon the stock of Abraham : 
made a partaker of the root and fatness of the fruit- 
bearing tree. It is an important point in the history 
of Christianity. Henceforth the Gospel message 
had a freer course ; and the labours of the great 
Apostle ranged over a wider field. Henceforth till 
the end of his life we shall find St. Paul no longer 
restricting himself to men of his own race and 
religion, but proclaiming far and wide the good 
tidings. Shewing himself to be, in an especial 
manner, the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gen- 
tiles, carrying out the Lord's will respecting him- 
self, that he, once a persecutor, now an Apostle, 
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" Should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ." 

But I will not dwell upon this to-day. My object 
in taking the words before me for a text is to call 
attention to the eagerness with which the Gospel 
was heard at the beginning, how the people flocked 
to hear it, how attentively they listened, what effect 
it had upon them, how it changed their whole life 
for the better, and by contrast the want of interest 
that men show nowadays — how slack and slow they 
are to hear the Word of God. 

Look then at what is recorded of the people of 
Antioch. They had heard but one sermon from St. 
Paul, and that had so moved a part of the hearers 
that they (the Gentile part of the congregation) 
besought that the same words might be preached to 
them the next Sabbath ; and when that day came, 
" The next Sabbath came almost the whole city 
together to hear the Word of God." 

It must have been an interesting sight. Antioch 
in those days contained a large population — many 
thousands — the greater part were heathens, they had 
temples and shrines, images set up in their streets, 
places for assembling not a few ; but all were empty 
on that Sabbath ; all were unregarded, almost the 
whole city were gathered together in the Synagogue, 
which stood on the hill above their town, crowded 
together within its four walls, every corner of 
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available space filled, some on the ground floor, 
some in the galleries, some on the window seats, 
some sitting, some standing, all eager to " hear the 
Word of God." 

Where do we see such a sight now ? or anything 
approaching to it ? that which is to us as the Syna- 
gogue, the Parish Church, is indeed still standing in 
every town and village, often standing on rising 
ground conspicuous to all, with silent finger point- 
ing to the heavens— but when do we see it filled 
like the Synagogue of old ? Where do we see a 
whole parish collected together in God's House to 
hear His Holy Word ? Alas I seldom, if ever — 
there is a great lukewarmness in religion, a great 
indifference to hearing and receiving God's Holy 
Word. The people come, I even think, less eagerly 
than they did in the days of our fathers to hear ser- 
mons. Some are seldom seen, some are never seen 
in their parish church. Why is this ? Why is it 
that only on very rare occasions our churches are 
filled? when there is some peculiar or unusual 
attraction, some club gathering, or some musical 
service ? Why on ordinary occasions is the congre- 
gation so thin ? Why have we never, the oldest 
now present, seen a sight like that described in the 
text, almost the whole city come together to hear 
the Word of God ? 

The question is more easily asked than answered : 
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but perhaps I may suggest some reasons. One is 
that the novelty is worn off ; we have heard from 
our infancy the Word of God ; it does not come 
upon us as it did on the inhabitants of Antioch, with 
all the freshness of a direct communication from 
Heaven. Another reason may be the form in which 
the woid is declared. At Antioch the people listened 
to a man inspired, full of the Spirit of God. He 
spoke without book, and, no doubt, with impressive 
gestures of the body, with upraised hands, flashing 
of the eye, high sounding voice, with the earnestness 
of a man who had a mission, direct from God, who 
was all the more in earnest because at one time he 
had been a persecutor ; on whom weighed heavily 
the weight of his new responsibility — " Woe is me 
if I preach not the Gospel " 

With us it is not so; we who are ministers of 
Christ claim no direct inspiration, above that which 
is granted to all who feel and receive the Grace of 
God, We in our ministrations, for the most part, 
read our sermons, we do not trust to the inspiration 
of the moment, we prepare beforehand, prepare 
carefully, what we are going to say ; nor do we (I 
speak what is generally the case) aim at much action 
or gesture; our words are measured words, and 
delivered with calmness. It is seldom that we seek 
to rouse our hearers by arts of oratory : we trust to 
the matter we have to deliver, and that matter differs 
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but little from the matter spoken by St. Paul, and 
the earliest preachers of Christ's religion. It is, as 
his was, " the counsel of God," His way of salvation 
through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. That is still our topic, and will be to 
the end. Our aim is to bring all who hear us to be 
Christians in reality as well as in profession, to make 
all men see how good and gracious God has been in 
sending to them His Son, and to urge them to walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called, 
"with all lowliness, and meekness, with long-suffering, 
forbearing one another in love, endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the spirit, in the bond of peace." 

And yet, as compared with those early days, how 
small is the interest shewn in our message ! What 
small trouble do Christians take to come together to 
hear the word of God 1 How very trifling a cause 
is sufficient to put them off from leaving their houses, 
and walk a short half mile or mile to the House of 
Godl How will it be at the Judgment ? Will not 
those men of half heathen Antioch rise up and con- 
demn us for our slackness and want of zeal, for our 
poor excuses for absenting ourselves from the places 
where God's Word is preached ? Does not their 
eagerness to hear more condemn us even now, for 
we read, that " when the Jews were gone out of the 
Synagogue, the Gentiles," i.e., the heathen, besought 
St. Paul that the very same sermon he had just 
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delivered " might be preached to them" again, " the 
next Sabbath." And when the next Sabbath arrived, 
there " came almost the whole city together to hear 
the Word of God." 

O ! think of it, think of what you have heard, 
to-day, of the inhabitants of Antioch : how they 
congregated to hear God's Word, and u when the 
congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and 
religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: 
who speaking to them, persuaded them to continue 
in the grace of God.' 1 Think, I say, how we are 
put to rebuke by the zeal and earnestness of these 
half Christians ! 

The word of God which they were so anxious for, 
and flocked to hear, is still the same; yes, the 
word of God is unchanged, as mighty as ever, as 
powerful as ever to convert the soul, still able to give 
wisdom, and understanding to the simple, charged 
with healing, with comfort, for the afflicted; with 
peace for the troubled heart, with guidance for the 
perplexed ; with hope for the penitent, with encour- 
agement for the weak ; with instruction for all" It 
is God's own message able to make wise unto salva- 
tion, all who receive it, "through faith that is Christ 
Jesus." 

And this word so precious, so rich in comfort, so 
full of healing, so bright a lantern to guide our feet, 
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is preached Sabbath after Sabbath in all English 
Churches. And can you be wise if you neglect to 
hear it? Can you go straight in this perverse and 
crooked world, without the guidance of God's word ? 
Is the road so plain that you can walk in it, and 
not miss your way ? Oh surely not, we shall lose 
ourselves, we shall go astray in the wilderness, if we 
have not that word to keep us straight, to call us 
back from error, "to set our feet upon tha Rock 
and to order our going in the way, • 

Then let the example of the people at Antioch 
teach us this. To set greater store by the hearing 
and preaching of God's word. We are told in one 
of our Church Services, that Sponsors, in order that 
the children for whom they stand may know their 
Christian duty, " shall call upon them to hear Ser- 
mons," and we who are older, have no less need to 
hear them, to hear from those who have authority to 
teach, the things commanded them of God. 

That need was recognised in St. Paul's days, and 
for long years after there was a great earnestness in 
the flocking to God's house for instruction out of 
His Holy word. The good habit continued all 
through the middle ages down to the Reformation, 
and after, till quite modern times, and it still con- 
tinues in Scotland, but in England it has been relaxed. 
People, I fear, of all ranks have come to set less store 
by the preaching of the word, than did their fathers 
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before them. The great multiplying of books may 
have had to do with this, and the multiplying of 
readers, but be the cause what it may, it is to be 
regretted. The preacher needs a congregation, and 
the congregation needs the preacher, they depend 
mutually upon each other; if you would hear good 
sermons, you must be regular in your place of hear- 
ing? y° u cannot expect that the preacher will be at 
the same pains when he has to speak to empty rows, 
as when those benches are filled with expectant and 
attentive listeners. I doubt if even an apostle could 
have preached with ardour and effect if he had to 
preach under the depressing influence of an empty 
Church. 

For your sake, for my sake, for the good of all, let 
an effort be made to fill up the blank chasms in our 
assembly. Let those who do come, come as hereto- 
fore, and let them bring others with them, wife bring 
husband, brother bring sister, friend bring friend, of 
all friendships that is best which is connected by 
sharing together religious duties, when we walk to 
the house of God on a Sunday as friends. 

I do not say that hearing God's word, or preaching 
it, is the only business here ; far from it. We come 
together for worship ; but it is a very important part 
of our business, and not to be neglected without loss. 

The word of God carries with it as I have said, to 
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all who receive it, health, peace, and blessing. You 
may learn each one of you something, in every 
sermon, that is fraught with benefit to your own soul, 
some seed of good, that with God's blessing may take 
root, bear fruit, may be a word converting the soul, 
turning you back from the way of sin, into the path of 
a godly Christian life. 

Oh, I beseech you lose no single opportunity of 
hearing this blessed soul-saving word, do something 
from this day to realize in this place, that most truly 
joyful sight, a whole parish gathered together with 
one consent, for one purpose, Sabbath after Sabbath, 
to hear "the word of God." 

And may God bless the word here spoken, and 
pardon the imperfection of the speaker, and give it 
free course for His honor and glory, and to your 
souls' everlasting profit through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 



THE END. 
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